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A New Dawn in Bangladesh 


he people of Bangladesh have created history with a dramatic uprising È 
of students that culminated into the overthrow of the iron-fisted 
government of Sheikh Hasina Wajid who has been in power since 2009. 
Her oppressive government could rot withstand the pressure exerted by the 
enthusiastic youth, and she had to flee the country to take refuge in India, Now, 
the people of Bangladesh are out to erase all signs: of Sheikh Hasina’s cruel ule 
during which they remained victims of a frustratingly underperforming 
democracy, During her fifteen years invpower, Sheikh Hasina was widely | 
accused of committing grave human ihis violations. She pursued an | 
authoritarian style of govemance and imposed restrictions on her political 
opponents and the media —inrecent months, ‘s@florleaders ofthe Bangladesh | 
Nationalist Party and thousands of policahttiviss wefe arested amid anti- 
{government protests. To give a legal cover t0 her afft-demacratic measures, 
Shehad colluded with theeountry's: ‘Supreme Court whose Onief Justice almost 
Tubber-siamped yefEctions. s 
r at the sodetaldevelgihere was a deep and 
the elites and the Eson otkan Í 
ened over the decades. Many Bapgladeshieltes ravegmassed lions oe | 
in foreign lands, whetheritbe in Dubai, the UnitèdjStates; CanadaÔr, 
while the common people kept-Stryagling to on meagre, 
j This parasitic relatonship exacerbated.the divide, eating a system, 
where the few prosper at the expense of the apy) Jeading 
‘Public discontent. d x 


___ Shared using Xodo PDF Reader and Editor 
Sal i 
ale on CSS PMS Books, (agh aZelRlPa m Aam Anline:Bookstorė" 03325339970 


as wall. Opinions reflected in aricles/reviews published in. 5 
sckrowiedgments are due to the resources Jahangi’s World Tim 


Patron-in-Chiet Ejaz Rahim (Sarasa 


Honorary Advisor: Shamshad Ahmad Khan (former Foreign Secretary) 


Senior Consultant Editor: Capt. (r) Syed M. Abid Qad 

Chiet Editor: Nabeel Nig 

Managing Editor: Fawaz Nig 

Editor-at-Large: Jawad Akmal Bitt 

Senior Editor: Khalid Mehmood Shah 

Editor: Adee! Naz 

Consultant Editors: Dr Munawar Sabir, Dr Anjum Zia, Osman Khan 


Assistant Editors: Muhammad Usman Butt, Sajida Naeem, Osama Rivi 


Subeditor: Shalqat ars 
Senior Analyst: Shaukat Mahmood Piratha 

Senior Political Analyst: Riaz A. Sheikh (Advocate) 

Legal Advisor: Ch. Riaz Akhtar (Advocate) 

Contributing Editors: Zahid Hussain Anjum, Dr M. Mahmood Alam 
In-Charge Publishing: Hina Adeel 

In-Charge Sales: Sajjad Ahmad 

Bureau Chiefs:Saima Ali (Islamabad), Asghar Naeem (Canada), 
Khawar Naeem (Spain) 


A 
So, the fall of the Sheikh Hasina-led Awami League has = 
beyond any doubt that the real power in a democracy tests squarely in thp f SH, Composing, Layout & Printing Department 
hands of the people. The extraordinary scenes that unfoldedattér he allofher.f/ = fy Usman Ahmad (Senior Designer) 
goverment highlighted both long-awaited joy and long-sut anger. y 
‘Soon afterthe announcement, millions of people poured intothe Streets allover’ = a ee page Ce 
the country. Despite the lingering grief over the loss of over 300 lives durngiie -J fongrary Business Advisor Rizwan Awas (N) 
brutal crackdowns, the atmosphere was electric and filed with hope. 1o 4h Manager Admin: Asma Saeed 
oer En E EN =; > cirulan Manager: Aftab Abbassi 0302-5556802 
remembering that there is a very fine line between people ” R 
rising up tohave their voicesheardand mob rule, lin that Bangladeshis must T maino M: laan Yousaf OS 
never cross. Perhaps nothing describes the events seen during this mass f op f Hassan Nafees 0333-419817 
movement better than what the Russian revolutionary Vladimir Lenin once $ Fo er 
said: there are decades where nothing happens, and then there are weeks I ` 
where decades happen. Now Bangladesh is going through these weekswhere ——a 
they can make future decades. i PUBLIC NOTICE 


The deasy dashes and vandalism over the past few weeks have caused | 
massive economic losses, disruptions and reputational damage for } 
Bangladesh.-The country's economy was already in a tough spot prior to this, 
so putting it back on a path of recovery should be a top priority for the Or 
Mohammad Yunus-led new interim government. It is righty expected to work 
only for the betterment of the nation and its people, something that has been 
absent from its leaders ever since the nation's bith as a result of political 
‘agendas that have been rooted in petty politics, and not the betterment of the 


people. 
Te way out from the current crisis for Bangladesh is that the new goverment 
should restore democracy in the country by holding free and fair elections as 


true democracy. It must also strive to build a future where democratic and 
egalitarian values triumph over narrow plticalintarest. 


| 
soon as possible, Only then wil Bangladesh be able to continue its joumey asa | 
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conter upon its holder of the ownership/membership/regisration, 
inter.alia, to the reproduction of the workin material torm, storing fit 
work in any medium by electronic means, publication of the work. 
‘performance of the work in public, making of its adaptations 
translations which enables the owner of above-said rights to reap 78 
‘monetary benefits, reputations, etc. | 
In view of the above, therefore, it is published/ | 
publically that infringements of above-said rights under 
copyright/publication/editor press laws having been 
oversipmembershi/egsation with concemed daparineris ti 
Palstan, wil not be tolerate in te interest ot business ot 0 
the ownership/membership/registration and the doers 
Infringement may be prosecuted betore appropriate forum- 
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? Correspondence and 
Rahim Yar Khan Tragedy him Yar Khan cae outa fierce rocket attack on police vansin a lonen should be addressed io. 
ecentiy, bandits in kacha area of Rahim h ve dereliction ofthe states dutyanda Mr Adeel Niaz, 
R 12policemen martyred. This attack isindeed a gra Et Pianos 
naain o aih its authority across the land. Tatapi ed by pits sire x imes 
Pakistan, close to its most populated regions where we expect freedom of movement ee a -D, Gulberg Il, Lahore, Pakistan, 
` Fa A trol, have now become, havens for such elements, bold enough to attack law-ent dpi Tel: 042-35754518, 35760323 
bce uih impunity ngnighs howtaefyenmenthas falen: Responsibly mustbe sary re io A 
LEAs and the paramilitary forces associated wth them. Its their duty toensure that such Coie i tae Sore Soe 
This is not the rugged terrain of Afghanistan, Se” are battling eo eee es pee sdeah iar poopresecta 
t can be surrounded and cleared through miffary operation. The fact that these e peas 
pecs man rocket launchers andheavy machine gfsis a clear indication that Pakistan has falledin its FE Uhu Baca: ea 
protect its ctizens. If left et itis only a matter of fimgMefore these militants fel pried enoug! Tel: 042-37220879 
litants, it must be sought. 44-G, Johar Te 
disrupt vital rade routes, rgjifary assistanceis needed to clear otit these mil r ý own, Lahore, 
fy ~ = Iara Shahzadi, Lodhran wee bean 
diati k * 48-C Il, Gulberg Ill, Lahore, 
Hemiliatin deter’ Ay 
aprons mata bo renier {ofl he wrorréson B) Pakistr crete men led by Shan Masood Tel: 042-35771000-1 
‘Suffered their first-ever Test matchtefeat against Bangladesh in Rayialpind. inot only marks a significant Bohar Gate, Multan, 
milestone for Bangladesh, a nation grappling wite politcal instability and deadly Mads büt also serves as a stark Tel: 061-4781781 
reminder of the glaring weaknesses in Pakistan € cilekeling approach, irom team ‘onield performance. Kotwali Chowk, Faisalabad, 
The Pakistan cricket think tank has long been known {gpfhisteading pitchesyand this match only’Served to uphold that Tel: 041-2627568 
unfortunate legacy. One of the most bafling decisions was Pakistan's choice to play four pacers on wicket that clearly Urdu Bazaar, Karachi, 
demanded more variety. Although the seamers weren't expe€tad i'Schieve much on what was a latRawalpindi deck, Tel: 021-32765086 
ji nh weap lO ste’ The grer feliance 49-C, Main South Park Avenue, 


their recent poor form and overall inability to run through the opposit ion, 
ona borat pacs uartelia datie ie grocs ternal eth nly 8 rstiningst€xposed a 
fundamental faw in Pakistan's strategy. The constant reluctance to play Abrar Ahmed, hë oni spinner of notë; 
remained beyond comprehension and once again raised questions about the: committee's decision-makifig 


Mezzanine Floor, Phase II (Ext) 
Defence, Karachi, 


J iy Tel: 021-35383410 
process. The batting line-up, too, crumbled under pressure, with several players Making poor shot sel the final Mehran News Agency, 
day to accelerate Pakistan's downfall. The defeat not only shattered Pakistars Hopes of' series Win but also Once") “cen: 0321-3060477, 034 
again laid bare the long-ignored issues within Pakistan cricket thathave resulted in ing a new alltimelow. 


Ansari Book Stall, Quetta, 


(Fahad Parvez; Canad: 
. ‘4 4 Tel: 081-2826741 
The Time for UN Reforms is Now ” Pa Ô, For Rawalpindi, Islamabad, Wah 
irom the ashes of Second World War, a peace - promoting and security- building matiada fae Te 2 ©) Cant, Taxila, Murree, Gujar Khani 
the United Nations, was created. Headquartered in New York, USA, this global body is the onlyeplatform on bed Chakwal Contact: 


earth where all world nations come together, discuss common problems and find shared solutions that benefit 

all the humanity. But, unfortunately, the role of the UN in peace-building and cooperation has been criticized by 
various member states. With conflicts raging around the world, the UN has failed to protect human lives. The essence 
ofthe problem lies within the UN Security Council, where the PS states use veto power blatantly to obstruct peace, as 
recently demonstrated by the US. The UN's failure to cope with crises in recent years and its inability to respond 
‘speedily in times of emergency are adding to the growing frustration. As the member states gather for the 79th annual 
‘session of the General Assembly in New York this month, itis imparative that they initate the process to reformthe UN 
and its Security Council to address its limitations and inefficiencies, ensuring a more effective and responsive global 
governance system. 
Pakistan Education Endowment Fund 

n what can be called an auspicious initiative, the governmenthas established the Pakistan Education Endowment 

Fund to support children from low-income families in obtaining higher education. The majority of students from low- 

income households, even if they can attain primary and secondary education, drop aut of college due to a lack of 
‘inancial affordabiliy. Itis reported that under the fund, a 20 percent quota would be reserved for deserving students 
from Balochistan, The fund is designed to support students who lack financial resources to pursue their education or 
are experiencing difficulties during their academic joumey due to financial constraints. The endowment fund, if used 
with its true intent, will enable many such students to continue their education and contribute not only to their family's 
financial stability but also to the country's prosperity. This can be a real opportunity to bring about change and should 
be focused towards students from under-developed regions of the country as they suffer the most. Let us hope that 
this time, the goverment walks the talk. 
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Disinformation targeting 
Muslims triggers street gr 
violence by far-right 

extremists in England 


Despite announcement that the perpetrator of last 
month's stabbing in Southport, England was neither 
a Muslim nor an immigrant, anti-Islam and racist 
violence that started after disinformation on social 
media by far-right extremists spread to many parts 
of the country. 


Rudakubanu 
will tum 18 
on Aug. 7, 
I 
AXEL MUGANWA 4 
RUDAKUBANA ~~ 


(Rwandan origin) 


IRELAND 


~ 
Rudakubanu was born to a Christian family of 
Rwandan origin in the Welsh capital. Cardiff, 


before moving into Banks village in Lancashire. 
Je 


identity sparks E 


© The 17-year-old carried ^ p ® A judge on-Aug. 1 
out on July 29 the knife EA ae 
attack in Southport, killing _“»identity to stop the 


3 people and injuring dissemination of 
10 others, Including disinformation. 
eight children. 


© Racist and anti-Muslim 


@ Assailant’s identity was acts by far-right groups 
initially not disclosed, continue despite 
as he Is under 18. authorities confirming 
that the attacker was 


© Speculations that he 
was Muslim and asylum 
seeker emerged. 


not Muslim. 


© The spread of 
disinformation on social 

media has led to acts 

of racist and anti-Muslim 

violence by right-wing 

extremi: 
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INTERNATIONAL 


very year, on Sept. 12, the world celebrates the 

International Day for South-South Cooperation, 

with an aim to highlight the UN's efforts to work 
on technical cooperation among developing countries. 
What is South-South Cooperation? 
According to the United Nations, “South-South | 
cooperation refers to the technical cooperation among 
developing countries, It is a tool used by the states, 
international organizations, academics, civil society 
and the private sector to collaborate and share 
knowledge, skills and successful initiatives in specific | 
areas such as agricultural development, human rights, 
urbanization, health, climate change, etc.” 
History ¢ 
Cooperation among nation$"has been a fundamental 
principle of the United Nations siffteits inception. The 
focus on South-South cooperation fias grown in 
significance due to increasing disparities.in income, | 
GDP and humandeyelopment between countries from 
different region$. Mhe primary objective of this 
initiative is to foster @llaboration among developing. 
nations. This led to the egtablishment ofethe Unit 
Nations Development Pregram Vo if 1965,and, 
1974, the creation of the UnitédeNations @ffice-fory 
South-South Cooperation as a key UN body Te: |- 
blefor coordinating various cooperaffoneffort: 


i 
+ 


Zohaib 

In 2009, the United Nations Office for Souta a 

Cooperation gained independent status within 

providing it with greater resources and ca Wy 

plan and execute large-scale Cooperative initiatives, | 

Need for South-South Cooperation | 

» Innovative forms of knowledge exchange, teci 

ogy transfer, emergency response and recovery og | 

livelihoods led by the South are transforming t | 

Countries of the South have contributed to More 

half of the world’s economic growth in recent Years, 

Intra-South trade is higher than ever, accounting 

for more than a quarter of all world trade, 

Outflows of foreign direct investment from the 

South represent a third of the global flows, 

Ambitious and transformational 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development cannot be achieved 

without the ideas, energy and tremendous ingem- 

ity of the countries of the Global South. 

Issues 

» Stronger countries in the South could not refrain 
from taking the advantage of weaker partners. 

» Some countries misuse the principle of lack of 
conditionality by asking for financial assistance 
under the pretext of implementing some Socially 
Ampactful project but appropriate it for devious 


prOjects. 


The genesis of South-South as C og Ge Pa nE a oS ieaiaia bare as b 
an be traced back to 1978, following a b ple, thefoeus of ee like ae na 
BOSS whith marked CY) ekin Oai business with little regard for local cine 
facilitating this type of international collaboration. TN Pe D ERS B d traditi zF F 
technology evolved, technical cooperation bec: P| Tinks i rot A se! = wi : te a 
increasingly vital for the economic progress a ted byUS E et e wona j 
developing countries. The annual UN Conference on Yg A e 


South-South Cooperation emerged as a platform for 
setting specific goals, programs and targets to 
facilitate this form of international cooperation. 


/ 


iy 


gs suspicions andfvalries, including between 
'gger.and small@r states and lack of experiencein 
Worktng. together and) low-level administrative 
barriérs,- er 
» Global South is nota coherent group and does not 
have a single shared agenda. There is differen- 
tiation within the South today in terms of 
wealth and power, needs and capabilities. 
\ » Collective institutions created to voice 
concerns of the Global South, such aS 
\ the Non-Aligned Movement and 
New International Economic Orde 
] have been largely rendered dys- 
functional. 
» Strong regional competition and 
Opposition among countries 
Global South. 
» Lack of financial capacity among; 
countries of the Global South. 
The writer is a member 
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igital monopolies by Big Tech - companies 
like Apple, Microsoft, Alphabet (Google), 
Amazon and Meta (Facebook) ~ have become 
a significant concern in the global economy, raising 
debates about market power, competition, consumer 
choice and innovation. These multinational corpora- 
tions have dominated the ICT industry. These firms 


Ok 
Ed 


control entire marketg' 
setting the rules for peoples 
businesses and»sometimes 
even public serviees. Today's 
Big Tech compdmigs have 
expanded by focffSing on 
growth and scale at all @6sts 
under a “winner-taR€s“it- 
all” logic. They have relied off 
and exploited “network 
effects” and immense data 
collection to ensure that 
consumers have no choice 
but to use their products. 

Whatis digital monopoly? 

Digital monopoly refers to a 
situation where one or a few 
companies control a signifi- 
cant portion of the digital 
market, limiting competition 


| f In the modern era, the term 
| "digital monopoly” has 
| become synonymous with the 
| immense power and influence 
| wielded by a handful of 
| technology giants, commonly 

referred to as “Big Tech.” 
| These companies, including Google, Amazon, 

Facebook (now Meta), Apple and Microsoft, have 
tablished dominant positions in various sectors of 
the digital economy. The concept of digital monopoly 
goes beyond traditional monopolistic practices as 
| these companies leverage data, algorithms and 

network effects to consolidate their power and 
| influence. This piece explores the digital monopoly 
| of Big Tech, its mechanisms and how itis colonizing 
| the world today. 
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Dr. M. Usma 


and consumer choice. Unlike traditional monopoy 4 
Olies 


which are based on control over physical goods 
servici digital monopolies thrive on data ang 
engagement and technological innovation, The = 
Tech have achieved monopolistic status theo 
several means, including; Ugh, 
ıı Network effects: Platforms like Facebook ang 


people ust 
tors: 


ly or neat 


Instagram become more valuable as more 
them, creating a barrier to entry for new compel 


These companies have achieved monopol 
monopoly power in their respective markets: © 
have abused their monopoly power in vari is 
instances to the detriment of smaller companies: re 
abuse has ranged from collecting market jntellige™ 
about competitors to leveraging monopoly powe! 
one market segment to strike favourable te 4 
another and to extracting excessive fees from comi 
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nies seeking distribution on their platform, 

bh: Economies of scale: Companies like Amazon and 
Google can operate at massive scales, reducing costs 
and outcompeting smaller rivals. It means the larger 
businesses more readily have the capital to invest in 
newer and better technology, which can bring them 
cost advantages smaller businesses are otherwise 


unable to achieve. It's no coincidence that these Big | 


Tech firms are the six most valuable private-sector 
companies in the world — indeed, they're the only 
‘ones worth more than $1 trillion. 
Data control: Accumulation and control of vast 
amounts of user data has enabled better market 
targeting and personalization for. them, further 
entrenching their market position, fn'the age of digital 
transformation, the new value cl involves data 
produced in developing countriestand! collected by 
platforms that are majorly-ownéd by? Big. Tech 
companies in the US-and China. The praduct of 
intelligence resides servers and is controlled by 
these companies. UNEF; tistics show,that 90% of | 
the ownership of the top. /0pl: so 
divided between Big Tech cans basediin.the US 
and China. This is a greater E> Mk da 
. and power than we have ever seen. + p 
d. Technological advancements: £ontinuous~ 
innovation in AI, machine learning and other sechnol- 
ogies allows these companies to maint 5 
‘competitive edge. 
©. Ecosystem lock-in: They have created a adhe 
hensive ecosystem of interconnected products and 
Services that make users reliant on a single provider 
for their digital needs. All the Big Tech firms leveraged 
monopoly power in one market to gain domi- 
mance or favourable terms in another market. For 
‘example, Google leveraged its position in the Android 
market to establish Google Search and the Google Play 
Store as the default apps across all third-party 
Android handsets. 
Threats of digital monopolies 
a Market power and competition: Digital 
monopolies can stifle competition by using their 
dominant position to favour their products 
and services, potentially 
leading to less innovation and 
higher prices for consumers. 
b. Data privacy and secu- 
rity: With massive amounts 
of user data, these firms wield 
significant power and 
responsibility, raising concerns about 
privacy, data protection and potential 
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the world iSS 


[ppibcteart clear that 


misuse of information. 
nce on soclety and democracy: Their control 
over digital platforms, especially social media, gives 
them considerable influence over public discourse, 
media and even political processes, raising questions 


about ac E pEObIN and transparency. 
Is ite mn? 


The control ot data E: Big Tech is leading to digital 
colonization. Industrial colonization consisted of a 
chain of economic activities where raw materials were 
produced in the colonies, which were forced to remain 
as producers of raw materials for industrialized 
countries, from where the finished products were then 
sold to all, including to the colonies. The digital version 
of this dependency is happening today. And once we 
get dependent on what is called ‘outsourced intelli- 
gence’, that dependency is acute. Because the data that 
has been collected about you over many years is not 
easily replaceable with domestic alternatives. 
Mechanisms of digital colonizatioa 
Big Tech's dominance has far-reaching implications, 
often described as a form of digital colonization. This 
"4em suggests that these companies exert control and 
influence over various aspects of society, economy 
and evenpolitics, akin to the way colonial powers once 
dominated foreign territories. 
Bre: Big Tech's monopoly and rentier power 
on power has real consequences. It 
led | “Tech companies to impose corpo- 
raté surveillance; ‘air trading practices for smaller 
ben temic risks for democracy. 
Tech’ gp al power needs to be 
Means more control 
Ep isitions, effective 
stronger protections 
j consumers, workers and 
“companies that have 


Sdependent on the 


jed in. In 


ee 
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However, tackling the root problem over the long term 
will be more challenging: reining in Big Tech's power 
will require more ambitious structural solutions that 
break up the company's monopoly hold on the 
economy. 

ing the challenge 

ng the issue of digital monopolies and their 
colonizing effects requires a multifaceted approach, 
including: 

a. Antitrust actions: Governments need to enforce 
antitrust laws to prevent monopolistic practices and 
promote competition. Breaking up tech giants or 
imposing regulations that lippint their market power are 
potential strategies. 

b. Data privacy = S mi 

laws, such as the General vata tion Regulation 
(GDPR) in Europe, can give Users oe control over 
their data and limit the power of Big Tech. 

c. Promoting altergatives: Supporting, the/deyelop- 
ment of alternatifeMplatforms and technologies can 
reduce dependency ogBig Tech. Thisjean bë achieved 
through public funding fopresearch and development” 


r data protection 


Online Book store. 0332-53309708 
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Google, Meta/Facebook, Amazon, and Microsoft am 

faced lawsuits or investigations, 

c. China: China has taken robust actions 

tech giants, such as Alibaba and Tencent, tocurbth 

market dominance, enforce anti~monopoly laws ap, 

ensure data security and consumer protection. 

Some prudent steps taken 

O Global actions concerning data privacy and seq 1 
have intensified, with numerous countries adoptin, 
or planning to introduce regulations inspired by, i 
EU's GDPR. 

O There is growing concern and action r 
control and flow of data across borders, with in 
tions for data sovereignty and national security, 

© Countries like India and Russia have implemente 
data localization requirements, demanding tl 
certain types of data be stored within national 
borders. 

O Over 130 countries agreed on a framework unde 
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation ang 
Development (OECD) to ensure multinationa 
enterprises pay a fair share of taxes, including 


and encouraging open-source initiatives? J 

d. Public awareness? Edicating ., = 
the public about the implications 
of digital monopolies and 
Promoting digital literacy can 
empower consumers to make 
informed choices and demand 
better practices from tech 
companies. 

Global responses 

Governments and international 
bodies have increasingly scruti- 
nized Big Tech's actions due to growing concerns over 
anti-competitive practices, privacy breaches, tax 
strategies and their overall influence on democracy 
and society. 
a. European Union: The EU has been at the forefront, 
implementing stringent regulations like the General 
Data Protection Regulation and pursuing antitrust 
investigations against companies like Google, Apple 
and Amazon. The Digital Markets Act (DMA) and the 
Digital Services Act are recent legislative proposals 
aimed at curbing the power of digital giants. 
b. United States: The United States has seen a resur- 
gence in antitrust scrutiny under various administra- 
tions, with significant lawsuits filed against Google 
and Facebook for alleged anti-competitive practices. 
Efforts to break up these companies have been 
discussed, and there are calls for revising antitrust 
laws to better address the nuances of digital markets. 
In 2022, the five largest tech companies (Apple, 
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=s global minimum corporate taxrate. _ 

O In response to the dominar 
of American and Chinese 
giants, several countries 
promoting digital sovereig 
and supporting local competi- 
tors. 

O France and other 
oO introduced or are consi 


Gams digital services 
ed 
zih 


specifically at 
negotiations. 


which has led t 
icin ay dispytes an 
+) digital infrastructa 
Erind G Aioni to foster loc 
competitors that Me: alternatives to sel 


aay 

provided by Big Tech, 
Conclusion 

The digital monopoly of Big Tech represents a sig 
cant challenge in the contemporary world, as y 
companies exert unprecedented control over V4 
aspects of life. Their colonizing influent À 
competition, privacy, public discourse and 
inequality. Addressing these challenges 
comprehensive regulatory frameworks, intern 


foster a more equitable and competitive 
landscape that benefits society as a whole. © 


The writer is a Lahore-based acode 
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In the constantly evolving field of artificial intelli 
gence, where a new game-changer is introduced 
every week, a startup called Cognition Al has 
caused a bit of a stir by releasing a demo showing 
an Al program called Devin performing work 
usually done by well-paid software engineers. 
Devin Al is a game-changer in software develop- 
ment. It's not just an assistant; it's a full-fledged Al 
engineer. Devin tackles entire projects, from 
concept to code, freeing up human developers for 
creative problem-solving and-innovation. Here's a 
quick look at what Devin bring% to the table: 

Al as a Software Engineéry Devin can handle 
coding, testing and deploymeptutoniomously in 
multiple programming languages. 

Learning and Adapting: It learns“fram each 
project, improyingits efficiency and cpabilities 
over time. J = 
Collaboration with Humans: Degighed tovassise 


rather than replace himgn engineers, enhancing > 


team productivity. o_« wr 


Real-World Applications: From avebsite creation 
to app development and software testing, Devin 
has already shown its potential i 

This intro not only highlights De" 


projects! 
abilities 
put also emphasizes its role in the future of 
software engineering, focusing on collaboration 
‘between AI and humans for enhanced productiv- 
| ity and innovation. 
‘What sets Devin apart is its 
learn from mistakes. It can 
| thousands of decisions 
i gets better over time. 


make 
and 


World's 


ability to. 


Zahid Hussain 


It outperformed other solutions when it was 
tested on a few standard sets of software engi 
neering problems. 
Devin also underwent interviews with top tech 
brands regarding AI tasks and met its expecta 
tions. It has also completed tasks from real jobs 
posted on Upwork, such as coding tasks, debug 
ging computer vision models, and generating 
detailed reports. 
Origins and Creator 
Created by Cognition and led by Scott Wu, Devin 
represents a significant leap in Al's role in 
software development. It's designed to work 
alongside humans, enhancing productivity rather 
than replacing jobs. 
Founded in November 2023, Cognition is an 
applied Al lab based in the United States focused 
on reasoning. By leveraging reasoning, they intend 
to unlock a plethora of disciplines in Al. Cognition 
“currently comprises professionals and leaders 
who have worked with tech giants like Google 
DeepMind, Cursor, Scale Al, and Nuro. 
How dees it work? 
Devin Aleworks like a virtual software engineer 
with its toolbox. It doesn't just suggest code; it 
erates iral secure environment with a code 
itor, web brows ¥, and its unique system. Within 
this space, D can independently plan, design 
“and build s6ftware projects. This autonomy allows 


Arto handle complex’ tasks using advanced 


and long-terff planning capabilities, 
a skilledHùman oe would. 
The writer py studéne at UMT, Lahore. 
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Devin 


t Al Software Engineer 
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Examining 

current 
g”Opolitica 
flashpoint 


N eS n o e world | Zedong, 1 
a aan ton in almost | the erher haad Regelt rerreaied 
very part of the werld appears to be explosive, with | Taiwan, where itse: tof Chiang Kai~sh 
ot Oe cel | ie hepialest Ng 
prapona a  nastatage | So en ene a 
Gainer of crises, which are stil a great source of | China Laem. = 
a o ina mane Due ah omen, |e unrecognized ad Coum 
lene, ar e 
Fie namayen en i Wetum, | Chins I poing te be problematie ad tng Tab 
This pees, nly wo smed light on some craal | People are against Nt. Apart from thi, Alena 
| on ee ee 
| fonts aeaaaee e 
ie dove ales of chin, og 
corre oy oe 


Hamas attacked Israel and israel retaliated with | priniple and oppose Taiwan's independence. 
ferocious onslausht, causing a huge number of | RussieUkraine War 


(asiy murder, The majoriy of victims were | Another major issue that hat adverse implicati 
And Women. If we ake a look atthe roots of | world peace is the Russia-Ukraine war, Since 

his conflict, we may find many events, But tall | Russian invasion of Ukraine in Februay 

‘stared with call wo form a separate Jewish state on | thousands of lies bave been lost. The meurs 
‘the Palestinian land. was Theodor Herl. the father | have severe ramifications for the entire world, ak 

[political Zionism, who largely encouraged Jews to Russiansidehas repeatedly threatened to usei 


to Palesune. weapons in case the West, particularly the 
furmed Uely when the BalfourDedarationwas | States (US), provides sophisticated 


[Many analysts consider this Declaration the | Ukraineto hit the targets inside the Russian er 
use of the srael-Paiestine connict, | On the orner side of the spectrum, there 
Elto current developments. bringing ahalt | speculations ae to why Russia invaded trai 
ed on the holy land has become a | answer to such questions les in history. FOr 
Task today. Several ceasefire efforts have | or we can say centres, Ukraine wasa part 
de: Unfortunately, none of them bere fruit, | gained independence when the Union of 
ent Gazans are being butchered at the | Socialis! Republics (USSR) disintegrated in 1 
Moreover, Ukraine Mterally means 
between the West and the East. The western i 
Ukraine is influenced by the European Unioni 
Brace The tne dates back to the | Noth Atlantic Treaty Orgelartion (ATOM 
ar between the Kuomintang OMT) | thevasiern sideis greatly influenced by RUSS 
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(of the biggest ongoing tensions is the horrific 
fenocide Unfolding in Gaza since October 7, 2023, 
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ioriy, the successive Ukrainian governments | advanced weaponry. Since its creation in 1945, North 
ho e sides. Some were pro-West, while some pro- "Korea bas been involved in a fierce arms race and basa 
tose HACS, resul, there were widespread protests | keen desire to become a powerful nuclear state 
“2, the inen -pro-Russia government. Followng | despite mounting international pressure. North Korea 
A lanvesed the Ukrainian province of Crimean | doesat care how thelr aggressive approaches can 
hd started Supporting pro-Russia revels in | Minder their economie progresa, leaving ther people 
irn Ukaaine 2022, Rustia formal recognized | infrage condoms: 
f lepeadence of theseregionsandstartedalarge- | Myanmar, ‘Coupe 
sv undePejon against Ukraine. Now, the conflict pas | Myanmar is alee a country of great concen as the 
sea the entire Ukraine. Southeast Asian nation is under the wip of ethnic 
ifaneseclvll War clashes and political instability. The 2021 coup that 
Susans dil war abo caus Uhe utmost damage | toppled the government of Nobel Iureate Aung San 
atom Affian county, lemina esrucion and Suu KY. made the situation worse for Myanmar, 
‘vee enunere Historically, Sudan hasficed varous | opening the doors to civi confict, human ighis 
cae hich caused colossal damage othe wumays | violations; refugee crisis and regama instability. 
cae Titewae, since is formation in 1936, this | The major victims of such bostiities are the minority 
nore aperenced some uagh cMilwars The heart- | Communities, particulariy the Rohingya Muslims, who 
an a Oa this hapas county sats with ts | have bern constantly facing persseuton there. Since its 
\itprrdenee when the country was governed by the | Independence in 1948 from the Britsh colonizers, the 
thorn part The nother part, on the coumey has undergone a total of four lasting military 
ser hand, was let patty oups that weakened the roota of Mysamar. Surpris- 
Foalzed, culturally ing. in the case of this nation, the previous three 
‘coups Hat lasted a long 
Tue causing ros human 
Sate 


ei Bg persecutions and 
uitirmately spit 
ai nee he same 
rie, the recent eigr wd? began 
m Apn ebei phd 
Supa? Boees RSF) 


Sudanesé Armë Forces 


with the above- 
geopolitial strains can pose a threat to 
onia peace To solve such lasuen, the 
Working mechanism of the United 
Nations (UN) should be changed to 
Allow long-standing Issacs 10. be 
resolved, For thi, reforms should be 
‘enacted in the United Nations Security 
‘Council (UNSC), ending the dominance of permanent 
ee members over global affairs. Neary all the conflicte 
Pah eb hie and other tensions are related to UNSC's permanent 
nd ee members. For instance, the US was the only country to 
Ud Veto all the resolutions presented before the UNSC on 
onh. the ceasefire in Gaza owing tolts interests in Israel, 
Furthermore, te anmmosity of China, kusia, Nordi 
ores and Iran against the West should be shunned 1a 
prevent future conflicts. Choosing the path of 
dialogue and diplomatic engagements can pave the 
Way for a lasting peace. No matter how many times 
much talks fa, nations should persist until they 
‘ow neon bait masies oema | ee be vnc npr 8 
SENSES smite Tema repona threat | cOumries in rimes of crisis. The word deserves peace, 


an further wren ewer North Kren ad | paanan nc 
snelghbours 


‘The West, particularly the US, is concerned with sack | 
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024, will ever be remembered 
day in Bangladesh, a this és 

n Sheikh Hasina Wajid, the 

‘country's prime minister since 2009, had 
tweesiymand Net the country in the wake 
‘iolent student protests across the country. The 
pling of the Hasina-government and the fall of the 
Aami League (AL) 1s a development of 
importance that can lead to serious 
ramifications, Therefore, itis important to 

er ato the Bangladesh crisis and understand 

‘of economic, political and geopolitical 

this hurmoll can have for the region 


ets understand what triggered the nation: 
‘These student-<riven protests were 
Tesult of long-held grievances over the 
that a6 established by Sheik Mujibur 
System reserved 56% of government 


for various groups, including 30% for the 
af those who ought in me so-called 
1971.Todhy. these people mabe up 

Portion of the Rangladeshi population, 
ABAR Dizo ot the total. This is 

Fal that other segments of society 
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consider this quota discrimination 3) 

Youth to joining the highly coveted el 

‘other govemment positions. In addition, ti 
is facing mass youth unemployment and 
making this barrier to public-sector jabs ale 
concern fora vast majority of societ 

against this system had been brewing for al 
however, it first, practically erupted in 20L 
This mass student mobilization was so 
Hasina Wajid had to abolish the quota system 


But when a High Court declared her move ile 


June 2024) and asked the government toes 
system, students started holding peaceful 
Things, however, got ugly when, in an ir 
speech Sheikh Hasina dubbed protestors as 
‘or Ravakars” - the Word means “volunt 
considered derogatory in Bangladesh as i 
people who were pro-Pakistan in the 1971 
Speech sparked violent protests across The 
The deployment of the Rapid Action 
feared paramilitary force alleged for Ca 
extrajudicial killings, torture and enforced 
ances, saw a significant rise in the death 
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jown, and arresting and omy 
iring the student leaders 
iad to Tarther escalation. The 
Kudent Against Discrenina 
on ot SAD, an, umbrella 
ganization behind the anti- 
‘ernment demonstration, 
k a non -cnoperation 
jhovement and long mareh to 
Draka in defiance oF curfew 
fon he Sth of August, potest 
Gre defied the curfew and 
“farted marching towards Ganabbaben, the offical 
Stdcnse of the Hangladeshi rime Minister Cons 
tently, secunty forces, In particular Bangladesh's. | 
Shy chief Waker-uz-Zaman, intervened and asked 
Shrkh Hasina tø resignand leave the country. Sensing 
The urgency ofthe situation, she resigned, Ned to India 
she s now reportedly seeking political asylum inthe | 
WR Hours after her resignation, the SAD proposedthe | 
* pame of Dr. Muhammad Younus, an 84-year-old | 
| 
| 


‘Nobel Laureate who founded Grameen Bank, to lead 
_Moeagetaker government. 

ivisalgg noteworthy here that the resentment against 
‘the quota system was political as well. Since it was the 
AL that sepeatheaded the lberauon struggie, this | 
system has Benafiled AL workers disproportionately. | 

Ted 10 public perception that the 

mwas benefit AL workers so as t0 
Ddi ort gee ha tasek gorata e 
bureaycrady. This Si concern added further fuel to 
tne iire-andigpposition parties, in particular Khaleda 


paee eri 
9 a aa epe 
fras Te 


country. 


(Bangad 

Sstual or atiemgreu coups) the 

Concerns that the Bilary 

"ut Gen, Waker remained true to his words; tree days 
alter Hasna quit the government, be announced the | 
fermation af the interin government. Muhammad | 
Younus was sworn in as the head of Bangladesh's | 
sete government tasked vith restoring democracy | 
‘nd ponce im the county ae that elections sould Be. | 
Conducted for the return of the cian government. 

As mentioned earlier, the protests against the | 
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discriminatory quota system 
were not the only reason for 
the fall of Hasina Wajid; there 
‘were many other grievances as 
Wel. Although Bangladesh has 
made impressive economic 
strides over the decades — 
achieving 6.68 GDP growth 
consistently and reducing the 
poverty rate from 18% in 
2010 to 5% in 2022 - the 
dividends of this growth were 
vot equally distributed: only a small segment of 
society benefited, and a major chunk remained 
deprivedand neglected. 
More importantly, the systematic erosion of democ- 
Tacy in the country was also a major factor behind 
ubiquitous resentment against the Hasina regime. In 
2011, Sheikh Hasina ended a 90-day caretaker 
government arrangement, which was responsible for 
ensuring a smooth election and pesceful power 
transition. The January 2024 election added more 10 
public discuntent because a crackdown by state 
machinery led to a boycott of opposition parties and 
The Hasina-led AL won the election virually uncon- 
tested. In this backdrop, all opposition parties and 
rights artivista were waiting far an opportunity to 
challenge the iron-fist rule of Hasina, and student-led 
protests provided the right moment to topple the 
Increasingly authorirarian regime. 
Now that the caretaker government has taken the 
‘charge, there are many challenges that Dr. Younus is, 
set 1o face. The principal task before him is to manage 
the implications of these dramatic political changes 
to 
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This challenge becomes even raver as | With Bangladesh. In addition, India is facing 
E ieme importance in sionist threatsin northeastern states and rebeli 
ih and Southeast Asia I you look at the word end up in Bangladesh. Hasina also helped is 
map, Bans nih dla and deter thie threat and cooperated with Indian 
Myanmar and it has three well-developed deep-sea foreesto eliminate these rebels, 
‘Chattogram, Mongls and Payra)atony the all- Now that Hasina is ousted and ner nemesis 
hav of Bengal therefore, it plays the role Khaleda Zia and her RNP are in a position tai 
bern South Asis and Southeast Asin; | ext government al serch Hea 
forjauivationlike | stake- Between 200) Has 

Sucine | formed a coalition govertin 
ina India | relationship nosedived. 
jersand tivs geopolitical | has lost one of the closest. 


That's why they have iaunched 


any regional integration drive or 
SAARC or ASEAN cannot achieve tts 
without the ful participation of Dhak 

Significance very we 
us Initiatives to tap the geopolitical and 


eee vorits Si MOAL populons COURT 4 
having more than 170 million people and a a 
Bae ion ml case ich makes wees 
Ene marker for consume ES 
i eror akc narod Eea 
O menis erupt 


And any develops 
there Is bound to ce» 
Serious regional imr! 
cations. 

For India the Hasina 
Tegime mas the on! 
dependable and closest 
ally left in South Aso, 
especially when Being wos 
‘making massive inroads inthe 
tegon. Though India has «io 
enjoyed support in Banxlacesn 
because af its instrumental rie in the 
country’s liberation, the two countries 
enjoyed a stellar relationship during the Dhaka a 
Tle Of Sheikh Hasina as she has a long history of | strateg furthermore, China 
‘eukivating lose ties with Indian security circles. For Investing in varlous infra! 
fhstance following the 1973 coup in Bangladesh and | projects there. In Nay 2024, a report by the 
‘the assassinalion of her father, Sheikh Mujbur 

Rehman, Hasina spent six years in India under the | investment in the country reached $7.07 
‘wings of the Indian government. As a result, during 2023. In addition, Chinese companies bave $ 
her 15-year nile, both states cultivated robust | $2294 bilion worth of construction 
Becuri and economie ties India jistilied the support | various sectors However, Hasina’s close 

‘of her regime, maintaining that she and ber AL party | Delhi did play a role in the restricted 
“are more secular and more anti -Pakistan thon other | Beling in Bangladesh. For instance, she 
Opposition parties Therefore, New Deh relied upon | state guest following the electoral victory 
Jpertwerack downon|olamist roups hat van threaten | when she visited China n July 2024 to seek 
five Indian states sharing a 3000-bm- iong border | Joan, she returned with a meagre $138 
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China is also a player in 
repercussions arising out 
Bangladesh. The geo 
ssificance that Dhaka 
dint ofits presence along 
‘of Bengal in the Indian Oce 
also made rhis county 


as strategic ends. China h 
vital link in its String 


tant for Bejing for trade 


Enterprise Institute (AED revealed that Ci 
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‘enone assistance. Following her departure. it | Marsove, Pakistan wuld aka be able tal make 
vortunity for China to expand is ernnomic inroads in Bangladesh and both countries 

infiuence inthis regon More | would also cooperate diplomaneally on Various 

tically. China is vigorously pursuing the Teesla =, international issues. 

koir Project, which is located near the a conclusion, political turmoil is, indeed, a seismic 
“tor the so-called Chichen's Neck, separaciog | shift in Bangladesh and beyond. The nse OF the 30-7 
“San heartland states from its northeastern states. | called Islamist parties and the military has the 
vine departure of the pro-India dispensation, | potential to undermine the secular identity of the 
Vha Is kely 19 see a more reveptive Bangladeshi country, Furthermore, whe sealing of Unaka- Delhi 
sve Tor its Investment and other regional connec- relations is one immediate outcome of this so-called 
ee “Second Liberation”. On top of that, Pakistan and 
1 Utan, just Ike China, would also see this seismic | China would see a significant rive tn their respective 
ities an opportunity to rebuild ties with Dhaka that influence. However, t all depends on how Bangladeshi 
Tjnured during the Hasina regime due to itsrelent- | miliary and the interim setup there navigate the 


Bangladesh PM Hasina’s Rule Toppled 
Timeline of major events leading to the resignation of Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hesina 


Joos Awami League wins general ection and Sheikh Hasna tocomes PM Tor a second ime 
{908 Mure inan 70 pooplailled in an upseing by a paramitary force called The Bangiadach Rites 
‘overtime a consttutenal requrement nat general elections aro cversean by nen-parbsn i 


Baa ir een setts sat acca 
a ecacae 
poe Spe ral pe are 
e en: Se 
termed a Nawta judicial | setup. More importantly, they have to manage the 
Tro EN ia a ace calm o o 
Ca ies | (eee one cel ne 
aration of cs | Hea lee wee fren ee A 
Dhaka remained strained throughout the 15-year rale _ and other segments of society and develop a foreign 
“Tica Nowa tiger pan cours pe na 

and the release of Khaleda Zia and several Ji leaders, | 
i Se SS amen | a et a eae 
iit ranks an several segama maners cha ihe | T 
rearing of SAARC a oer reponse | 
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The Insanity of 


leven months ferocioas conceptions of 


od and evil ave been pushing mankind 1o 
being witnessed across Gaza and the West 
Ranke American and furopean leaders use 


as onoo sod vi langage to refl 
“Exastmphiehumrata 


puppets ross the Arab world to follow their 
Key mo lanpe: ups espn bur export full 
yar a the US s doing 1o suppor Israel. They 
ruth of war and peace but oer paper-based 
Bare of chitans are carted 
ihe Zionist state. The 1S sod few European 
masked their efl-monzeriag, rot knowing the 
cs af thei mm Vienose rest nains mirman 
ife and buman survival fare cen challenges, 
Deonle and gloval nsorunons shouid 
eallective all sto 1»e say of war In 


alin and destruction of Gaza nd the rest of 


‘of peple, there nowhere 1 po: sehen 
cet saetyanaiifeprotection Even the so- 


gime = the werld leadors are 
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nh Issuing be te 
mtn srodna napa 


When re 
prevent human 


to be bombed and killed by Israel war mac 
impunity 

{Wp did the UN, the Ft or the Arab Muslim won 

erise a plan to protect the evans in the war eos 

the UN is a ving entity to “save the succeed 

tins from the scourge of war,” ts primary and Ch 

‘based obligation is to organize a civilian foe 

the safety of the civilian population of Gass andl 

tine, The war srenaria emboldens Netanyahu 
absolutism — an egotsle leader with a cont 

profile will do his utmost to regain unbridled 

Enner by manipulation and violence oF newco 

ankare with extreme fewsh ultranatinallet 

‘he Pal 

tnt state and to dismantie the Al-Aqsa Mosque, 
ArabMuslim leaders are puppets of 
complicitinwaronGaza 

There are no Arab kaders who have moral andi 
integrity to represent the masses and no Arabi 
defend Islam. Simpy pat, they are puppets 
‘gents of Western Imperialism. Ierael bul 
occupied Egyptian Rafah crossing to Gaza, but! 
kaders falleg to act even in defence. The Sa 
Emitarisandother stooges bap lent ale 


+ have embaldened tsrael to put 
atend to Gaza. The foreign 
‘heir palaces, not 


(aa of Moues and the Zionists 

‘ial Abanenall, a Jewish 

ine E vat, spells out he problem 
on oh at peaceful means toa better 
‘ine Jews for Peace (USAI 


paee racli leaders want perpetuated animosities 
end game? 

mbing and causing catastrophic events to 

planet Earth and markind and ali ofits 

Mind enrichments are not narmal human 


arag yon and 
n Pinea hou wut 
relingom was 

“the 


Og 


‘common thar polities animosities. 
“ie have revealed for vou (O mem) a book in 
Which is a message for you, will ye not then 
linderstand?"(Quran: 21:10) 

Was the animosity but into the Israeli extreme political 

psyche and ideology to expel Palestinians from their 

homeland? Are the Israeli leader drien by their et Tor 

\nercan weapons and economie power to commit 

-voucide! Those doing s0 are not conscious of thelr own 

endgame: PM Netanyahu and his extremist regime wild 
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to put an end to the freedom of 
este Gara le the experimental ab 
for that cad game. We, the People of 
Kromia, speal egal abot the 
‘unre of triman afectin lives and our 
Ropes for the lature to inspirartons from 
Iie prine Revelation te th and 
mung est ura 1 ANGLE 
"yf ore had keen mana ne 
desiree reves elore vou 1O 
fevers virtuous” indviduats 
mao Fortec corruption in the 
Iand-ovher than ihe tew We hadd 
fined from the torment} But the 
Seromploers fants} pursued their 
world) pleasures, becoming 
Wicked And pour Lorat Prophet 
would never decoy ety unjust hide IS 
people were acting nahiy” 
caltrjunnstonc Coppin The Gaia Genocide While 
Supporting Biden fs A Dishonest") sharpens the human 
imneliecr of rational thinking: 
“Nar sly couldn put together a mere ic oher 
ent postion if you tried. You cant acknowledge 
‘hat Tone! ts commiting genocide unt siso 
elnomteking thatthe Biden adramsérarn has 
fen acne partixpany m that genocide If vou 
Coknowtdo Ua uden faulty of genocide, em 
You are acknerstedaing thar he uty of the most 
harfie erime a state loader con resi: eornm, 
Short of mamang a narioa echange- Those 
ha are supporting Biden while opposing the 
Hesrucnon of Gana do not nave any imad Of 
interier. They've st wearing whatever mask 15 
polmcaly convenient based on the way (he winds 
re towing ura yoren moment, wne contin 
to support the CS centralized empire. which 
annot be sastaned without non-stop ranny and 


Blonds 
Animals lve and do not reflecton the imperatives of hfe, 
Whereas we, the human beings, cannot act libe animals 
fs we are supposed to be intelligent and responsible 
Specieson this Farta. Ar the edge of reason, the notion of 
Citi eads to Une realization that evil and tyranny of war 
must be stopped by all means, and those responsible for 
the genocide and crimes against humanity must be held 
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THE ASSASSINATION OF 


ISMAIL HANIYER 


death for the ongoing Gaża genocide 


Implications of 
Yamal Haniye, the valiant Hamas teas 
ler, drawing fears fa wider asclationine 


i Palestinian politician affliated with 
Hamas, the Islamic resistance group that has been 
ioerating in the Palestinian territories against the 
pation, He graduated with a degree in 

Ar 


Who wa 
Haniyeh was 


Ki 
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r, waa recently martyred in Irun in an aÑ 
ion shaken by Irae’ offensivo in Ce. 
inLebanon. The Harsas politburo chief, who nad bean living outside ofthe Gaza Sttipaine 
talking face of tho Palestinian group's Intarnational diplomacy. But despi 

diplomate se a moderate compared to the more hardline monpérs ofthe group. His asstsai 
trigger further escalation into sragional war involving Iran andes, against israel, the United's 
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1987. At hesirtipié, the Firstjintitai 
vas a massiveseri€S of projgstsañdi 


by Palestinians against hese očrupation ni Aias scrot the 
became actively” invelved n Hihisime E ) o Airas has vowed to 
acuvities led to his arestdb jyragli auhaliekani 4 i 


retaliate, tis could. actually 
korsen, Tre conditions for 
civiljafisy in the: already 


Cele enmonpen and 
Paes ¢ oak ty 


Hanens leadership tole wi 
rowing and expanding a he Ook 
{in 2ooe, Hamas wen a decisive victor 
Ietsative elections. AS a resil 
appointed Prime Minister of the 
h auena! Authority. However, hi 
h| marked by severe intemal and 
halenges He. was, resultantiy, 
Bo the post by President Mahmoud 
Fin 2007. Despite. the removal H 
blockades and military conflicts with 
tani’ leadership was resilient, He was com 
the pubhc ace of Hamas, especialy inn 
‘wi other Palestinian factions and inu 
Later, in 2017, Haniyeh was elected 
t Hamas's political bureau. His lead 
has been characterized by attempt 
navigate complex political landscapes! 
within Palestine and in the broader 
Fast, Haniych was known for his 
commitment to the principles of Hamas 
Include the liberation of Palestine. He so 
‘maintain Hamas's stance against Israel whiles 


ay. 


attacks ih nol 
re food the 
nitang of 

“esperate? wating for 


seascfice However this. bald 
peices 
a 
ere n 
Ere 


ile ee th Ee 
snc s Come be 


potential increases iWolence bet l 
The Israeli attack within the Iranian territory is also a 
massive violation of the sovereignty ofthe latter. This 
's a cause for serious concern and may result in 
another armed conflict between the twoarchrivals. 
Earlier, in April 2024, Israel attacked an 
consulate in Syria. In retaliation, Iran launct 


, 


October 7 mastermind 
Yahya Sinwar named hew 
Hamas political chief 


Online Beakustere. 0332-53399708 


reports, [ean is preparing for a massive retaliatory 
attack and has vowed to avenge the killing of Haniyeh. 
‘Apart from the direct military confrontation between 
{ran and Israel, the regional landscape can change 
significantly with Iran's move. The Houthis have been 
blocking the Red Sea, which has led to an economic 
censis. This stared in October 2023, when this milia 
‘started attacking tsrael-bound ships. Another group 
in Lebanon, Hezbollah, has been actively taking partin 
this conflict by attacking Israel with a barrage of 
missiles. Iran's support for Hamas, tbe Houthis and 
Hezbollah places it in direct opposition to Israel and 
its allies, potentially including Saudi Arabia (in the 
Tepon) and the United States The situation may lead 
to increased military engagements and proxy battles 
across ihe Niddie East. 
Additionally. the assassination impacts US diplomacy 
aswell As Amenca aims to balance support foc Israel 
with regional stabilization 
efforts, China and Russia may 
exploit the situation to expand 
their influence in the Middle 
East, challenging US policies, 
Any retaliation by iran will be 
viewed negatively by the 
Westem media, creating mare 
economical and political 
challenges for Iran ~ as 
observed before. A country 
that's already under Western 
scrutiny and faces burdensome 
‘sanctions can prove to be a 
justificatory factor. Moreover, 
industries connected to the 
Middle East, particularly 
energy and defence, might see 
significant shifts in their 
‘operational landscapes, 
‘The way forward 
Haniyeh remained a pivotal 
figure in Palestinian politics 
and the broader Middle Eastern geopolitical 
landscape. His leadership role in Hamas continued to 
‘shape the poltical dynamics within Palestine and 
{influence the ongoing Gaza genocide. After his 
‘assassination, Yahya Sinwar has been appointed the 
new chief of the group. Sinwar is seen as the 
‘mastermind of the October 7th attack. While the 
‘assassination of Haniyeh signalled Israel's 
unwillingness to negotiate an agreement, this 
| appointment sends a sirong message and indicates 
‘that Hamas will remain in Gaza regardless of Israeli 
atrocities. To conclude, the recent violent escalations. 
have significantly threatened regional stability. 


| 
waging in diplomacy with various megi barrage of 300 missiles on Israel, Most | Further military confrontations can serve as a spark, 
players, Including ran, Qatar and Turkiye, imssiles were, reportedly, intercepted and | Paving theway for alargerwar. ar 
the October 7th attack, Israel Intenst image was caused. However, It was the first direct we 
attacks on the Gara Sirip. in this til atack launched by Iranon Israel According to media | aii id 
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Although the Gaza war has brought devastating 
implications for the masses in Gaza, i Nas 
provided opportunities for the countries to 
advance their geopolitical and geoeconomic 
interests: However, it shouid be kept in mind that 
ihe benefits reaped by countries come at a 
tremendous human cost. While the humanitarian 
crisis and human sufferings in Gaza are well 
documented, it is essential to examine how 
countries have benefited from this conflict. 


Zain ul Abdin Jessa 
i of International 
manent friends or 


It : E 


Iy interests. The word 
as every ape has been 
fut amid these turbulent 


Marin vih The bboy ral war 
Tabata and spac millons, However, the 
cone i not omiy serig he Interests of the US bat 
Blo those various onher bland regional actors, 


From the USA. China nd Russia to Saudi Arabin, 
Turkiye and Iran, al! these major global and regional 
powers have their share of benefit {rom the Gaze War 
Let's have a Inak at how countries have become 
beneficiaries ofthe Gazawar 

1. Theus; 

The United States has been the most active player in 
the Gaza conflict. It is hell bent on supporting Israel. 


Since: 


ie siart of theconfUe allocated over 
$95 bilionin military aidandsupport to Israel. The US 
has benefited from the Gaza war in diverse ways First 
Of all, the confit proved to be a golden buck for the 
powerful US military complex, ax it h 


liven the 
demand for US-made military equipment, Moreover, 
the war has been used bythe US totes its new military 
technologies. The US has sold F-16 fighter jets 
Apache helicopters and MI Abrams tanks to Israel 
worth billions of dollars, And the war is also 
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geopolticaly favourable to the U, $ ahat mae ta 
Usteceme, again a key player in RNP adi 
waning influence with the atri agha 
in the region. The war has provided ie 
‘opportunity to have a guarded watch on the 
‘of Iran in the region, Economically, the war will bri 
the US closer t the Middle East, A prolonged 
presence in the region wil alow a to Ful it ener 
needs by normalizing ties between Israel and AR 
tations, Likewise, cf military hardware 1 
Israel will ultimately be beneficial for the US economy 
Strategically, tbe US Waris to have an active pega 
at the Hormuz and Bab el Mandab straits - two majar 
Stree chokepoints of the global economy = fae 
allowing “uninterrupted military and economies 
avigation in the Persian Gulf, the Red Sea and the 
‘Suez Canal. Lastly, the Gaza war has helped the Bide 
2dministraton diver public attention from damestis 
ise. conomiprolems and socal uarest 
iossia sa major geopolitical player inthe midlEat 
and the principal rival of the United States ith 
Teon. it has asserted its presence and influence hert 
by back-thumping Iran and its regional partners ikt 
Syria, Yemen and Lebanon. Since the start of Wa 
although Russia has not openly engaged in the 7, 
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onfhiet, China i seeking to meet is eco 

As Iran has heen under harsh US sanctions 
uae to Hts unsavering support for Hamas, Hezbollah 
and Houthis in the region, the war has diverted US 
attention from the sancions. Taking the chance 
Chuna has imported iraman oil to meet ns energy 
reeds. The war is helping China make inroads in the 


region, as the acceptar 


e vt the USin Middl Eastern 
piy declining. This, in the long run, 


Chinaisthe only viable solution ofl that power gap, 


History is evident 
always gained mere than what the key parties involved 
id pet. Aner rhe USA, Iran is the principal 
tant in this conflict, as it has been the key 
supporter of Hamas, Hezbollah and Houthis, the 
collectively N ast Israel. Iran has 
been a major berefioary of this conflict, Firstly, the 
occurred at a time when the normalization of 
ns between Saudi Arabia and Israel, which 
Would have brous 
geopolitical and geoeconomic interes 
Very close. The conflict has stalle 


s in the confie 


w dire 


mnsequences for the 


of Iran, was 


s Hadthisnormalization occurred, there would 


(agen oa itr the US-sfcl ews 
Ps intesis igre Bare benter served the 
weed ith Tor på bs 
È phe rin fan using the Gara 
di Opp ser ts eapeal huen 
sioner a aia a raa 
A hi roia Ws Para ype Bia nc 


increased it: 


Gn ža provide nëmanyárianaid insagpr on he 
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aras also semPingiesstay interests: as: ol 
rst iran has sels he MAE ast 
Ihe unfavourable sae the Mile Rast prop 
yaa the US and 185 alles will provide ler 
sia ofl he geopolitica and strategic ap th 
5 Chna 

se the Sarto the war, China has been silently 


an in the region, Although it i not 
Actively and directly engaged in the 
sening many of its interests passively. Historically 
China has always maintained an cc 
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ray resources. The demand Tor 


And rare-earth elemens cation of supply chains Fiewever. ihis tasi 
ey needs but abo from | os 


sar Hafeez 


pion challenges. 


ie versini- 


z | s crucial for modem —agsrestive a 
hanced i arie» The cencentralion of mese global minin 
nuntries.coupledwiththinmarkets these advantages, leverage ite strana 

ihe to peice volatility and strategic manipula against the US and is ailles. 

i sain to Cold Wartesourcepoliies Recent, Sudi Arabia and the United Arab Emir 
nd rare earth elements (REEs)play | have ventured strategically into the sector of stra 
jern technology, essential across | minerais primarily to diversify their econoraies away 
tors from consumer electronics todefence. | from dependency oo hydrocarbon exports. Both 
ements are indispensable for smartphones,  countnes are investing heavily in acquiring, stakes in 
le Iouchscreera (indium battery | giobal mining operations and Toring partnerships 
ict ede sioba nay ‘nce (lithium, cobalt) and audio — with key mmerai-ech coon 


smic Ai 's (gadolinium for microphones, From Washingion's perspectn 

= E ea e o a 

af nirea = | Samet ate sat oe er oe 

ab bin e eee | Cente eat w+ mem to count 
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= ree Ue or mac TO eae wie et | anes geen alcomeres seem les 
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ME oiuion of the conflict so tal 
flourishina sustainable wayt iis Cispra ginasi Mash 
i The vris i capabiitgs.} For. instan ay ee 
aaun: backed by Iran 1s: ali nt yy f à writer ix a member of staff 
Fras recently mnch: A 4 
these groups by kiln: ' 
(commander, This woui: |E: 
deepening impaci over 1 
influence of Iran in the Fens 
fand ould ultimately beme! 
Saudi Arabia. This war is also ( ‘As the world pivots towards sustainable energy 
‘favourable to Saudi Arabia 1 Sources, strategic minerals emerge as a 
economic terms. The Gava w greve technology 
has contributed 10 the increase! revolution. Their limited domestic availability 
Oa poces, which have benefit a and significant geopolitical importance make 
Saudi Arabia's economy- J ‘them a focal point for policymakers, 
Moreover, the war has also n] 
reailted in the enhancement of 
Oil production tor miliary 
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1996, consisting. of China RUMI combat intemational drag trafficking as a me 


ation Organization C cchstan, Kyrgyzstan am istan. With finance global terrorism. p 
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fal lc ay e am a open wating | ete SCO ember caties re | 
tai peace, curt and Sab et “t nial Js tie Areal gros af ening tara he | 
paue dere mce and technology, nn ilding inv @he Military Fieldin they a tradeand investment. for 
Brome pod econ, scienee and MCR | Pee haldin aE een ee | 
Creer, ranean os fea and he Agreement hp Mua Reducing | ing ofthe Heade of suan eect? 


falprotectonel ine gq move towards the | armed Forces in the orderga efin Pipe i 


Amama on ce ee Orma | 2023 tne status af a tal menberorheontinn 


The erganizacion ‘Just and rational rk 
a of a new, democratic, Jus in Shanghai, as an ififerna Organizar 
haane daame mom Sanana e a Mea aa m Caen 
litical and economicint | and also include „larus became the 10th member of the tea 
ber commie» e or he SCO are India, trash | SCO was imaly focused on cola fow does the SCO work and What te ae a 
The member countries stan, Russia, | Central Mtiagt address issues such’ highlights of the 2024 Summit? y 


ayes, Pah 
Kazakistan, Chins ras. Belarusjoimed SCO | separatism ria gpatremism. ThE The CO's highest decision- making body is the Heads 


tan Uzbekistan and alarus Her enana | Paned a; we ot Peterso R) ajsiare Counen osci n meets cnoes 
E E A E 
Mongan bala OE Kowa the MAGNE | Char outlined, fe organiza ses |] dE 'uesregarding SCO uti: A meeting of he e 

a udi Arabia, Sri Lanka, principles, structed chin! by the head of State organising the meeting. 
eRe, e ae | Dac wit nike ae eads HS. the Heads of Government Counci Blac) 
- 

asco eroica? Pa = 

= | O C Astana Declaration 


Dowers are In competion with each other 
far influence. Four of the five Central Asian republics 
‘ae members of the SCO. Russia has viewed these 
‘esoure-nch republics, which were ance part othe 
este Soviet Union, as ts strategic backyard. Bi it 
‘has not been abet stop a growing Chinese footprint 
‘over the region, which bas been deen both by 
strategic economic and security reasons. The compe- 
tion has been all the mare apparent as Beijing's 
‘outreach e tbe Central asian 3, ar C3, caught mamen- 
tum wth the Belt at Road Initiate, and accelerated 

pcg co cove the last year during Russia's preoccupation with 

tides Atswarin rae. 
2 Divergent Interests of Member Countries: The 
member sates of the SCO have a wide rang: of 
{nreress and objectives This can make ir dficl ro 
cctablsh an agreement on a variety of tops limiting 


A pe. pda has mirong es with Russia, iran 
and the Centra Asian countries, but it is often at 
and Chisa. m 
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P INTERNATIONAL) 


Dternational cooperation and collaboration 18 the 

backbone of moder science, However, this 

collaboration is now threatened by the deepening 
tensions that define international relations, TC 1s 
precisely the applications of research and its potential 
impacts that have prompted governments 10 more 
closely scrutinize, and subsequently restrict, scientific 
cooperation, However, the prospect of greater controls 
or reduced international cooperation can only be 
damaging. 
Every accounting of US primacy in science and 
technology starts by acknowledging that it is the 
product of an openness to foreign researchers that 
attracted the best talent, ine world. 
The competition for top=Weralent has intensified as 
other nations have closed the grin basic capabilities 
and, perhaps most importantydaVethe resources to 
attract and retain those Fesear€hers.. Intellectual 


capital is y (global commodity ay increasing 


number of governments are actiyely“reeruiting to 
ar <> 


acquire it. / k 

Fear that a loss aS will idemie its national 
security has monte nied States to take steps 
to secure its scientifi 

years, various pieces of national | ition, have. 
mandated greater attention tqgand protection of 


research at US universities and i $, 
Recently, the White House Office’ 


Technology Policy issued a memorant 
lines for Research Security Programs at €overed 


Institutions. It further explained who — partitipantsin, 
US R&D enterprise receiving federal scienci fy 


engineering support "in excess of $50 million per’ 


x 
— had to do what, such as implement programs of 


work, 

The US isn't the only government pushing for greater 
research protection. Recently, Group of Seven science 
and technology ministers issued a statement that 
called for “greater awareness ... about the potential 
risks of foreign interference in research and innova- 
tion" and expressed that they are united in taking 
“effective, proportionate and appropriate risk 
mitigation measures within our domestic systems to 
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promote trusted research collaboration.” 8 Gi 


In February, a G7 working group released 4 A 
best practices for secure and open research, j je on 
a list of “Principles on Research Security” thay beet 
with the need to balance national and global ime 
and emphasizes the maintenance of openness, Test 

Anyone reading between the lines of these statem 
will sense the tension between security- mi 


policymakers and scientists. 
Moreover, in an updated report, released in March ig 


this year, JASONS warned that China's recent etj, 

“to preferentially direct fundamental research tore 
military needs and its decision to restrict the flow n 
information out of the country may severely limi jy, 
benefits of collaborations with research organiza 


tions within the PRC.” | 
Japan also isn't immune to these dilemmas. The 20} 


Science, Technology and Innovation Basic Plan nore 
that “the international status of both the quantity ang 
quality of papers continues to decline,” pointing tp 
falling number of frequently cited" high-qualiny 
papers — so-called top 1% most highly cited papers; 
the country's ranking had fallen from fourth in the 
1990s to 12thin 2022. 


eny 
nideg 


en preserving the openness that has been the 
eal of leadership in science and protecting the 


ee governments struggle to find the right balance 


, Science ad q frui ‘swf that work. Too easily, however, the balance 
n. Guide 
Spile 
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has, be ati because of geopolitical animus or 


ice. 
Thewriter is a social media enthusiast 
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Dr. Liaquat Ali Khan Niazi (PAS) 
Unfortunately, due to bad political, 
economic and civic governance, our 
administrative system has become | 
moribund, ie. at the point of death, 
in terminal decline and lacking 
vitality and vigour. We are facing many crises in 
political, economic and social realms. First, 
Pakistan never experienced full-blooded 
democracy. Our corrupt politicians have tar- 
nished the image of our nation at a global level. 
Corrupt practices in national elections are highly 
deplorable. z 
Secord, our bureaucracy hag & n highly politi- 
cized. Actually, our oh acey are 
highly corrupt and have ET in the 
hands of our corrupt politici: | 
Thirdly, our higher judiciary is very often tamed by 


our powerful elites There are ramp: es and 
rest in soci afd mafia, 


Our 
Administrative ' | 


resultantly, there's’ 

with the collaboratiggf of our Department, 
has become immet owe lawand . 
unaccountable. 

This is the state of ou! pi 


Mostly, the officers of Pakisti 


indulge in monetary corruption. | 
Fourthly, our media is not free. 4 
Fifthly, basic human rights are very often or 
Sixthly, the system of delayed justice highly 


deplorable. = 
Seventhly, due to low budgetary allocation, our healys 


and education sectors are suffering. Topmost priority 
must be given to these sectors by the government. 
Eighthly, we are facing the problem of mismanage- 
ment in every field of life. Resultantly, we are facing 
acute economic problems. Our foreign debt is $130 
billion. Due to this predicament, we have been caught 
in the clutches of the IMF. Our exports are only $27.8 
billion and our HDI ranking is 154th. Pakistan's 
reserves are meagre las of July 12, 2024, Pakistan's 
total liquid foreign exchange reserves were $14.7 
billion]. Can we learn a lesson from Singapore, which 
got independence in 1965 and whose ranking on the 
HDI is 11th? The total area of Singapore is 734.3 sq. 
km. It is a country smaller than Lahore area-wise - the 
area of Lahore district is 1772 sq. km. In 2023, goods 
with a value of around 476.25 billion US dollars were 
exported from Singapore. As of June 2024, Singapore's 
foreign exchange reserves were $357.6 billion. It is all 
due to their good management that Singapore is, 
indeed, an Asian Tiger in terms of economy. Its 


v 


Moribund | 


economic rise is indeed a miracle. Can we learn from 
the experience of Singapore? 
A senior educationist from Lahore, Mr. Muhammaq 
Waqar Khan, who is a Chartered Accountant from the 
UK, told me that even the young children at 0 & 4 
levels tell their teachers that their aim of life is to mint 
money by joining the Civil Service of Pakistan, wherein 
there are ample chances of corruption. 
How can we cope with this horrible situation? 
Personally, I feel that everyone of us must have a 
“sénse'of self-accountability. This is the message of 
the‘Holy Quran and our beloved and exalted Prophet 


Muhamfhad (PBUH). 
If someone asks me about the best book I have ever 


read, 1 wdújd suggest that Abu Yahya's “Jab Zindgi 
‘Shooroo Ho Gee” is the best one that every one of us 
must read. It shalt, axiomatically, create a sense of 
self-accoyptability the fear of Allah Almighty in 
‘its readéts. because every one of us shall be answerable 


-before Him inthelife in afigtiereafter. 

Actually, the’ | ed atithor Abu Yahya has aptly 
porti the tions of the Holy Quran and 
Sun Lin-this Gok. This wonderful nove! can 


transform Sur lives. Ifs Suggested that: 

(i) Every Civil Servantmust read it. 

(ii) It must be included in the syllabi of ou 
colleges, universities and training institutions 
(iii) Not only the civil servants but every onc 


read this novel. 
Ido hope that, with the grace of Allah Ali 


novel shall transform our lives. 
Above is my message to every civil servan! 


also who are aspiring to join the civil ` 
retired civil servant, I feel parched ins! 
large-scale corruption, which has spro“ 1 
our country. Let us hope for a prospero! 
an ideal administrative system in our bi! 
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| NATIONAL 
Dr. Sidra Mugeet 


ecently, Pakistan's | As debates swirl around social media ings and video downloads on 

minister of state for ff 'reedoms and the emerging concept of "Digital ff social media platforms. It 

information technol Terrorism," the Government of Pakistan is $ reduced mobile internet 
ogy and telecommunication, $ Tna UP for the installation of a national $ < oryice speeds and checked for 
Shaza Fatima Khawaja, Jf coin (© regulate internet content, joining fi opile data leaks. 


countries like China, Iran, Turkiye, and Russia 
| This new measure is set to reshape Pakistan's 
digital landscape by enhancing governmental 
oversight and control over online activities, 
impacting major platforms like Facebook, x $ the installation process 

(formerly Twitter) and YouTube as part of fy The government plans to 
broader efforts to manage the spread of ff install the firewall on all 
undesirable content. While the move is framed fj internet service providers 
asa measure against ‘anti-state propaganda,’ (ISPs), allowing for deep 
itghas sparked a significant debate about packet inspection to filter 
Ristar freedom, privacy and the implications ff social media date and block 
for @hternet a users in Mf content at the IP level. The 
federal government wants to 
control the dissemination of 
any kind of content, with 
s shared between the 
government and ISPs. 


all? 


confirmed that the government 
is implementing an internet 
firewall - on the pattern of the 
| Great Firewall of China’ - in 
| pakistan as a cybersecurity 
upgrade, saying the country is 
under daily cyberattacks. The 
federal government has 
already allocated an amount of 
20,000 million rupees for a 
Digital Infrastructure Develop- 
ment Initiative in the 2024 
budget. . 

The Pakistani government gites 
the need to curb propaganda 
and offensive content a8 thgy 
primary reason for imple- 
menting the firewall. This 
decision follows a 
temporary blocking of 


The Pakistan Telecommunica 
tion Authority has informed 
all mobile companies to clear 


Whatis a fir 
A firewall is a network 
security device that 
monitors and filters 
incoming and 
outgoing network 
traffic based on predeter- 
ined security parameters. It 
constitutes a barrier that sits 
beryeen a private internal 
etwork and the public 
Ipteroet. The main 
biffpose of a firewall is 
toallow non- 
threatening traffic in 
“nd to keep danger- 
ous and undesir- 
able traffic out 
Pakistan's 
Internet regula- 
tory body, PTA, 
already possesses 


an inthe year, which significantly reduced its 
bisa i the country. Officials argue that the 
Drevent Ps help maintain social harmony and 

te dissemination of harmful informa- 


tion, The 

cay, iis tnal run of the new firewall system 
ec 

mid- i noticeable slowdown of social media in 

fino) and then in August During the trial, the 
Wall effecti 


ely blocked pictures, voice record 
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er eee ability to block unwanted content 
Bea nt the access of local users to specific 
Websites. However, the installation of the national 
firewall is expected to enhance its capability to filter 
and monitor the Internet content on a wider scale. 
Objectives | 
Firewalls can be viewed as gated borders or gi 
that manage the travel of permitted and prohibited 
web activity in a private network. The term comes 
from the concept of physical walls being barriers to 
slow the spread of fire until emergency services can 
extinguish it. By comparison, network security | 
firewalls are for web traffic management — typically 
intended to slow the spread. of web threats. 
Firewalls are typically useds(6 gate the borders of a 
private network or its host defc As such, firewalls 
are one security tool in the broader category of user 
access control. These barriers"are typically set up in 
two locations >on dedicated computers on the 

ters and other endpoints 

g < 


ateways | 


network or the usemcompul 
themselves (hosts): CF G 
Understanding the techpology f 

A firewall works by ies itoring” a 
incoming and outgoi etwork™ traffic 
predetermined security rul 
gateways, firewalls filter internet 
authorized data passes through. f 
Internet gateways: Firewalls are £ tion 
internet gateways where uplink and do affic is 
managed, filtering internet traffic to ensure ity. 
OSI model: The Open Systems Interconnection (i 
model, a 7-layer communication framewi 
describes how messages are delivered over 


internet, with firewalls playing a crucial role. . 

Deep Packet Inspection (DPI): Firewalls use DPI to 
inspect the details of internet traffic, including which 
applications are used and the specific addresses 
involved, allowing for precise identification of 
message senders. 

Social media data filtering: DPI enables firewalls to 
filter social media data, managing data at the IP level 
instead of just the application level. 

Content control: Firewalls can block unwanted 
websites, social media platforms and specific content, 
ensuring that only appropriate data passes. through. 
Source identification: The system provides immedi- 
ate support in identifying the origin of content, 
allowing for actions against the content creator once 
the IP address is revealed. 

Inspiration from China? 

To understand the potential impact of Pakistan's new 
firewall, it's useful to look at the Great Firewall of 


œS 
control s 


-| 


.ainstalled, A Jinternet: 
trap, ensurTagonly 


ed at” 


based.On sive, especially on a national scale. 


Cri 
> internation 


Z 
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m 


ensorship system. 
der the Golden Shield Project, y 
the 


Great Firewall is a sophisticated system designed y 


digitalci 
Initiated in 1996 un 


control internet access and suppress dissenting view 
Disadvantages of firew alls s. 
While firewalls can enhance security by preventi 
cyber threats, they also have several drawbacks: s 
1. Firewalls can impede legitimate activities and 


reduce productivity. 
2. Implementing and maintaining firewalls is expen- 


4 §,Government control over internet access can stifle 
Competition, allowing government-approved services 
withJower standards to dominate the market 


observers and digital rights organiza- 


s ha expressed concern about the impact of 
‘Suc sures ọn freedom of expression and demo- 
cratic ‘inciples. The firewall's design and objectives 

e seen as aligning with*quthoritarian approaches to 
et c _potefially placing Pakistan in the 
c of faaji s Known for their stringent 
ce racticés. g 
Paki tionalgjrpwall ' 
With the basic pUmpose of identifying sources d 
propaganda material and blocking or limiting the 
visibility of those sources, the govern)" taking 
social media control to a new level. 5 within the 
government claim that the main focu {likely beo® 
locating the source of such propag: 1 stopitäl 
its origin. m 
The keyword filtering system will °“ p p 
deemed undesirable or a threat t0 ™! yal see 


likely hiding such content from outsid: 


How will it work? A 
The Pakistani firewall will use Deep packet! a 
(DPI) technology to scrutinise data p“ as we 

ure of tht onten f 


identify the source and nat 
transmitted, allowing the governme! 


China, a prominent example of a comprehensive 
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specific types of undesirable material, 4. Economic losses 

The firewall will employ keyword filtering to block According to the Pakistan Institute of Development 
content deemed inappropriate by the government, | Economics (PIDE), a 24-hour suspension of internet 
This includes content related to blasphemy, hate | services results in a financial setback of 1.3 billion 
speech or criticism of the state, rupees ($15.6 million), equivalent to a significant 0.57 
To neutralize efforts to bypass the firewall, the percent of the nation’s average daily gross domestic 
government will regulate Virtual Private Networks | product. 

(VPNs). This measure aims to prevent users from | As the third-largest base of freelance workers 
accessing restricted content through alternative globally, frequent disruptions risk halting years of 
means. Progress and undermining confidence among 
VPN business _ international clients. 

Despite the efforts to limit its access inside Pakistan, | Conclusion 

common citizens and the entire lot of current govern- | In any civilized country, freedom of expression is 
ment officials continue to access*the site via VPN | guaranteed and the only limitations are related to 
services, rendering it Pointless, “So, this ban has | incitement to violence, hate speech and similar 
inadvertently boosted the business’ gf international | concerns. Unfortunately, we have seen how incitement 
VPN service providers. According, toda Report by | to violence and hate speech are ignored and no action 
Forbes, after this ban, international VPN; services | is taken against those propagating it but laws like 
recorded more than a 100 percent jump in deng’nd for | PECA have been weaponized to target dissident voices 
instead. Now that bans on social 


` BB media platforms and firewall 
FIREWALL >. of installation are being justified due to 
€ 


national interests and security 
concerns, it raises questions about 
the freedoms that are ensured in a 
democracy. Unfortunately, our rulers 
have no answers. The ramifications of 
“these developments extend beyond 
immediate technical impacts on 
internet.speed. They strike at the 

» heart off fundamental rights and 
_ fiteedoms, Phe internet has been a 
m transiprmative, force in Pakistan, 
NETWORK enabling. aconto, growth, fostering 
M y innovation and providing a platform 
for diverse yoiges and perspectives, 

their services in Pakistan, with some reporting a 400 | Any effort iF = and Tout. RAAR a be 
percent increase in the rate of new users inside | scrutinized for its potential toundermine these gains. 
Pakistan, As Pakistan navigates the complexities of digital 
eee of the firewall is likely to have | S2Vé™ance, transparency, accountability and respect 
several effects: for fundamental rights must guide its policies. The 
ùi x government must engage in an open dialogue with 


access to information r i ee A 
The firewall could limit access to social media and | Stakeholders, including civil society, businesses and 
the public, to address legitimate concerns about 


Other online resources, restricting the free flow of 
i information. Bi . online misinformation while upholding the principles 
2 of free and open internet, ensuring that measures 


Internet shutdowns and content blocks can disrupt | intended to enhance security do not become tools for 
education, healthcare services and economic activities unwarranted control and censorship. The digital 


{ Matrely on digital communication. future of Pakistan depends o Daption arite 
concerns balance between security and freedom - a balance that 

| Increased government control over internet traffic | mustbe vigilantly safeguarded. Œ 

i =n pon taaarpandsvedliance. The writer is a London-based academic. 
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Rice is one of the most important staple foods in the 
world, Over 50% of the world population depends on 
rice for about 80% of its food requirements. About 95% 
of the global output of rice is produced and consumed in 
developing countries, Since the US Department of 
Agriculture has reported that the global rice production 
in 2024-25 is expected to reach a record high of 528.2 
million tonnes, exceeding global consumption 
estimates for 2024-25 at 523.5 million tonnes, it is the 
time to strengthen the rice industry. The government 
should devise robust policies to@opt out the snags that 
have kept the per-hectare yi jin Pakistan low 
soas to cash in on the oppo the 
efty 


Global rice consumption in 2022-23 was 
recorded at 520.40 million tonnes, with 
China (155), India (116), Bangladesh (38), 
Indonesia (35) and Vienam (21) as the top 
five rice-consuming countries. After 
India, Vietnam and Thailand, Pakistan is the leading 
rice exporter, with more than 8% share in the world 
rice trade. Rice exports of Pakistan expanded to a 
record 5.5 million tonnes in 2023-24 leading to 
foreign exchange earnings of more than $3.8 billion 
due to a 32% increase in exports of non-Basmati rice 
and a 24% increase in Basmati rice. Pakistan's rice 
exports posted a 60% growth in quantity and 78% 
increase in value in the last fiscal year compared to 
the previous year (FY23), 
Furthermore, Pakistan can also earn foreign 
exchange by exporting rice bran oil, taking lead from 
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Bilal Hage: 
Indiaand Bangladesh. 
Pakistan Is the 9th largest rice producer in the 
with over 9 million tonnes of milled and around i 
million tonnes of paddy rice production in 29, °° 
Pakistan's rice sector has contributed 2.5 to tk 
value added in agriculture and 0.6% to Gpp 
24. The Punjab province contributes 58% to 
rice production, followed by Sindh with 24% sh, 
Punjab, fine grain rice varieties with an average p, 
hectare yield potential of more than 6 tonnes ,. 
grown on 90% rice-cropped area, whereas coar, 
grain rice varieties with an average per-hectare yie id 
potential of around 9.5 tonnes are cultivated on 9 


in 2023 


Snags inie hee. 
per-hectare-yiel 


drea in’ 

f Super Basmati, Basmati 2000, Shaheen 
Basmati, Basmati 515, PK 1121 Aromatic, Ph 380 
Kissan Basmati, Punjab Basmati, Chenab Ba 
Super Basmati 2019 and Super Gold are fine ! at 

| rice varieties, while KS 282, IRRI 6, KSK 133 o 

| 434 are coarse grain rice varieties. The 
largely employ the puddied transplanted ric: (P1 
method with basin flooding irrigation techie | 
raise rice crop. However, this method uses 
more freshwater than other cereal cr s 
4,000-5,000 litres of water are required to prod" 
one kilogram of rice through this techni Lg? 
fore, the direct seeded rice (DSR) method is ple" 
because 35-57% less water is required in 
In terms of per-hectare yield, Pakistan's t ' 
not so productive when compared to Chit 
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Indonesia, Bangla- 
desh and India 
because its 3.6 
tonnes per-hectare 
yield is significantly 
lower than 7.1 tonnes 
in China, 6.0 tonnes in 
Vietnam, 4.9 tonnes in 
Indonesia, 4.7 tonnes in Bangladesh and 4.2 tonnes in 
India. From the perspective of overall production, 
China leads the globe with 141.2 million tonnes, 
followed by India with 118.9 million tonnes and 
Bangladesh with 36.6 million tonrigs) Per-hectare rice 
yield in Pakistan has been stagpianit for the last 10 
years at around 23 million tonnes; 7 
China is the global leader in rice production, with a 30% 
share of total world rice output’ Chifia’s 9-year 
average (2019-20 to 2023-24) milled rice Cokin 
was 147 million ee 


$ and paddy rice p 
was 210 million Bi ed 7.1 tol ae 
yield. Therefore, China ae om) | 


lE 


UCCe! 
production, and other count nf an 
practices for rice cultivation aa 
development and adoption of ng 


te a Fe 
having a significant yield mh 
tional varieties and higher productivity 


China is employing well-trained scientist: oes 
with knowledge and expertise, in the develop: 
hybrid rice varieties. Currently, about 30,000 T e 
tists are working in R&D for the production of high- 
yield, disease-resistant and climate-resilient rice 
varieties. China is employing a modern, mechanized 
irrigation system to control water losses in the 
irrigation system so as to enhance the area under the 
tice crop without compromising on per-hectare yield. 
China is using cutting-edge technologies to increase 
yields - unmanned agricultural machinery and precise 
navigation devices, including the use of artificial 
intelligence (Al) for pest control, crop management 
and transplantation of seedlings. To deal with the 
issue of soil salinity, China has developed salt-tolerant 
rice strains, known as “seawater rice,” which can thrive 
in saline and alkaline soils, significantly expanding the 
arable land available for rice cultivation. The Chinese 
government has also proactively supported rice 
Production through the provision of subsidies, direct 


1 repli ‘ate Ls best 


ectare. 


Support to farmers, the introduction of | 


Protective policies for agricultural land, knowledge 
Sharing and technology dissemination among farmers, 


hes icing their capacity and overall productivity. 
of empirical studies have investigated 
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factors responsible for low rice crop production in 
Pakistan and other rice-growing countries, Variations 
in temperature and rainfall patterns due to global 
warming are found to have a negative impact on rice 
production. For example, maximum temperature at 
tillering and stem elongation stages and rainfall at 
heading, flowering and milking stages affect rice crop 
adversely; therefore, introduction of heat-resistant 
Tice varieties, having more production potential at high 
temperatures, is emphasized. Increased cost of inputs 
used in rice cultivation is contributing to high cost of 
rice production having a negative impact on rice 
production; therefore, the government should have 
strict vigilance and control over the input suppliers to 
reduce the cost of rice production. Lack of mechanized 
farming is another important factor contributing to 
low rice production in Pakistan because rice produc- 
tivity is higher when rice crop is-cultivated through 
mechanical transplanting of rice (MTR) compared to 
conventional rice sowing method and, therefore, it is 
proposed to adopt MTR on all soil types. In Pakistan, 
aditional rice cultivation approaches, e.g. conven- 
‘ms e transplanting techniques, have significantly 

\ ret ed/productivity compared to that in the case of 
non-tradiffonal cultivation systems such as dry 
directz: -seedederice production systems. Moreover, rice 
p! ction os Ss from 1961 to 2014 have 


beenfoundunsi nable. It is emphasized to increase 
investment in déveloping infrastructure, adopt 
advanced. technology afid introduce environment- 
A py. high-yiélding Cropfvaricties to improve the 
Ld surface-waten, fori ion and to enhance 

in«efficiency.-along. with/the growth of rice 
productio: a sustainatje, basis. Rice diseases, such 
as narrow leaĥspøfs; gould reduce rice yield 
significantly, Aidat is, therefore, emphasized to use 
recommended ‘fungicides amappropriate times and 
growth phases of the rice crop. Moreover, pests of rice 
in Pakistan, such as borers and hoppers, are damaging 
Tice crop and, therefore, required to be controlled 
through Integrated Pest Management (IPM) strategy 


and other suitable techniques. q 
With regard to Pakistan's rice sector, availability of 


land, labour and water are strengths, while climate 
change, pests and disease attacks, competition from 
international players and technological advancements 
are major threats. Major snags in enhancing the per- 


hectare yield of rice are as under: 


a, Inadequate R&D j 
The rice growers prefer cultivation of Basmati rice due 


to higher market price and demand in the domestic 
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and international markets, However, yleld potential of 
Basmati varieties is low because no R&D on breeding 
of potential varieties in the world, except India and 
Pakistan, is taking place, called inbreeding depression. 
Therefore, fine rice germ plasm is limited. Quality 
parameters of Basmati rice varieties are negatively 
correlated with the environment; therefore, quality 
Basmati rice is cultivated at the cost of yield. Further- 


-= F ay oa 


more, there is no resedfpinstitute 1 > 
for exclusive researehon the 19 
production of hybrid varieties, a and H 
the capacity of scientists for hybfid 1 
rice technology is limited. Ni 
availability of hybrid rice varieties is 
a major reason for low rice produc- 
tivity. 

b. Depleting soil fertility 

Basmati rice is largely cultivated in 
the Kallar belt of Punjab, where soil 
health is not good due to depletion 
of nutrients because of continuous 
removal of biomass by rice growers. 
The organic matter is less than 1% in soils, which is 
below 5% ideal for optimal utilization. Moreover, the 
growers are using urea fertilizers in excessive quantity 
due to the lower price per bag. The price of a DAP bag 
is extremely high and even progressive growers are 
using only one bag per acre against the recommended 
one anda half bag. Imbalanced use of fertilizers is also 
contributing to soil infertility. 

G modern crop production practices 

Two components of production technology include 
plant protection and plant nutrition. Rice plant can 
only be affected by diseases called bacterial leaf blight 
and insect brown plant hopper; therefore, plant 
protection is not a major issue, However, deficient 
plant nutrition is a major issue, having a reducing 
impact on rice production, which is due to the 
imbalanced use of fertilizers. 
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Second, plant population per acre is low compare 
the recommended because of the manual tran, i 4 
ing technique instead of mechanical. Rice Brower ai, 
ungraded seeds for sowing due to the non-ayay, 8 
of seed grading plants, 

d. Nonsupporting marketing mechanism 
Unlike wheat, rice prices are deregulated. A lack of 
establishment of minimum support price (Msp, the 
crop produce or non-implementation of establin lr 
support price by the government makes eta 
system inefficient by not ensuring timely moet 
ment of crop produce, discouraging impact ‘ 
farming community to grow crop ona large scale ç, 
production can be enhanced by increasing cultivat, 
area, yield per unit area, or both. on 


Conclusion x 
To enhance per-hectare rice yield in Pakistan 
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ve toes sh aHybrid Research Institute! 

lve research on development o 
high-yielding hybrid varieties, building capti © 
scientists for hybrid technology, establishing 
health plan for rice cultivation areas tor improving 


community-based approach to proc!" seed we 
plants, promoting mechanical transplanting a 
crop, providing advisory services "Y rice be fit 
ensuring strict monitoring of pest“ $ opti 
growers, improving marketing system »Y hiy 
and implementing support price sys" ne MLA 
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omen in our society remain at the mercy of 
men. Patriarchy has done more harm to 
them than any other physical or mental 


disorder. In fact, patriarchy is the root cause of all 
other ailments that significantly impact a woman's life. 
Women have always struggled to find and establish 
their identity, Their gender has always hindered them 
from progressing and utilizing opportunities. 
Due to a misogynist culture, women are unable to 
explore their hidden abilities. In Pakistan, a number of 
laws were introduced to protect and empower women. 
Some of them are: the Protection of Women (Criminal 
Laws Amendment) Act, 2006; the Protection against 
Harassment of Women at Workplate, 2010; the Acid 
Control and Acid Crime Preventi (et, '201 1; the Anti- 
Rape (Investigation and Trial) Act the Zainab 
Alert, Response and Recovery Ach H £ Enforce- 
ment of Women's Property Rights Act, 2! 20;-and the 
Punjab Protection of Women Against Viol@hee Act 
(2016). All these laws aft not implementedin lettecand. 
spirit, as evidenced by the fdct 
the desired results. The hostile gnvironment and a lack 
of female officers in police stations discourage Women 


from filing a case against the ale faraily member: 
Other than domestic violence, irere are “severale 


different forms of violence against won evalent im 
our society, including early marriages, veri anti- 
cide, honour killing, rape and sexual t. 
Violence against women affects their mental 

physical health, thus making them vulnerabl 6 
persistent anxiety and depression. Consistent 
victimization undermines the confidence of women to 
contribute to society on par with men. They are 
deprived of fundamental rights. Rural women spend 
most of their lives within the four walls of their houses; 
therefore, they are more exposed to violence and 
brutality by their male partners. Gender-based 
violence is the product of illiteracy, poverty, patriarchy 
and insensitivity. Men who desire to control women 
accept violence as a symbol of authority. Because 
Society and the state do not provide them with shelter 
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Muhammad Ammar Saleem 
in difficult situations, women tend to survive abusive 
relationships. The lack of awareness about existing 
laws and societal acceptance of violence favours men, 
which keeps women suppressed. 

According to a Reuters Foundation Report, “Pakistan 
is the 6th most dangerous country for women overall 
and the Sth worst in terms of domestic violence 
practices.” 
| A male-dominated society exhibits an apathetic 
| attitude towards women who resist control. Our 
community appreciates toxic male behaviour, giving 
perpetrators the freedom to continue harassing 
women. The state, society, media and institutions all 
have to make concerted efforts to end violence against 
women for good. By promoting awareness and 
education, we can remove the obstacles that hinder 
women's progress and turn them into opportunities. 
Creating a cordial environment for women in police 
stations is necessary to handle victims with care and 
affection. The police are the first responder and last 
resort for women who face violence. Punjab Police has 
p Set an example by maximizing the number of female 
@olice officials. The inclusion of female officials would 
ad: bridge between women and police stations. 
Fe lo) icials can use community policing to restore 
lost Hea police. Former PM Benazir Bhutto took a 
progressive step in 1994 by establishing the first 
Mfen's pol ‘station in Rawalpindi. Now, the 
current,Chief Mipister of Punjab, Maryam Nawaz, is 
also ‘taking unconventional steps to include female 
psat police.’ $e has included lady traffic 
Aatdensin hegpersonal gatiad, which is a positive 
i N. Ouraging lenge against women.) 
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Pay on their performan€e, 


> 
not capacity 4, fy 
4 OY 4 F 
Looking at the vast and@rather chaotic 
picture of the energy sector Pakistan, one 
must} that the potential of achieving 


the real. f efficiency and focusing on 

staat not been identified-Vet., 
This potential can be sf achieved"by ee q 
the payment system for*power product $ especially 
Independent Power Producers (IPPS), from alcapacity—, 
based system to a performance-based one. Theréfore, 
the ways in which this article revals perf ce 
improvement advice from within the e y indicate 
that improvement can directly lead to a e: 
capacity improvement and, specifically, 


of the entire country's energy supply. 
1. Rethinking IPP Contracts 
In essence, one can find the main source of WE 


persistent energy crisis in Pakistan in the outdatë 
structure of the contracts signed with IPPs. These 
contracts are based more on the capacity that IPPs 
contracted to deliver than the electricity they actually 
produce. This anomaly results in conditions where the 
costs of doing business and managing finances are 
poorly aligned and are generally suboptimal. Under- 
standably, the Pakistani government realized this in 
2021 when it started the process of rebidding with 47 
IPPs with an aim to shift the focus from capacity to 
actual performance. These re-negotiations were 
expected to result in saving around 836 billion rupees 
over the next decade. This shift is not merely cost- 
driven; it is towards a system of rewarding activity that 
encourages better performance and, hence, a promis- 
ing payoff, i.e. innovation and efficiency in lieu of 
porsona accumulation. 


th “stability 


In addition to the contractual issues, co! i 
a ruption, 
which is rampant from the top managerial echelon to 
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| the grassroots level, significantly jeopardize, the 


onding % 


sector's viability. Mitigating this rank-system menta 
ity is perhaps the most important prerequisite to ae 
meaningful change. To this end, the governmon, 
needs to apply increased pressure on releva 
bureaucracy, demanding enhanced transparency and 
accountability so as to admit only honest and compe- 
rent personnel at all levels. Decentralizing the powers 
of the bodies and including a section on combating 


corruption are crucial to fostering organizational 
integrity in the sector. 
r Participation 


The role A private partners in revamping the energy 
stctor of Pakistan cannot be ignored at all. This has 
been, embraced @massively due to its efficiency and 
willingness to take gisk, hence improving the segment 
that was~preyiously marred by red-tapism. More 
“Private investment sh6yfd/be promoted, especialy i 
installi unitsethat use renewable energy sources 
thus experiencing fingreased speed of the shift to? 
more Suigtainable eMergy model. The case studies d 
private partnerships present substantial proot that 
more positive changes can be effected in service 
delivery and operation when the private sectors 
energy is properly channelled. 
4. Tackling Operational Challenge 
All forms of inefficiency crop up i! 
ranging from political influence to ' 
management structures, which no! 
operations but also drain resources. | 
streamlining these processes and th 
such offices seem inevitable to imp 
Also, increased government cont 
counter energy theft - a menace tha! «> 
about 590 billion rupees annual 
dously enhance corporatization al0"’ 


{ferent Wal 
largement % 
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performance. DISCOs require this freedom to intro- | like cables and transformers is also important, as 
duce drastic measures that help address their issues | most of them are old. These modifications can help 
withoutinterference from outside. make the operations more efficient, whereas the 
5. Practical and Sustainable Energy Systems constant losses caused by the outdated and brok 
sustainable solutions like the use of solar power can Per twill 1 Aa roen 
significantly minimize the use of conventional power | g pOent will no longer bea problem, 


6. Policy Implications 
sources, hence reducing operational costs. This not | Most policies end up in failure because they are 
only helps in attaining sustainability objectives but developed with a lot of distance from those who 
also sets a panded that can be practiced with the implement them, i.e. the field staff below gazette 
facilities available in the modern world of energy gradés. For example, the introduction of an online 
creation and transmission. Updating such networks system for meter reading proved counterproductive 
because researchers realized that the idea is inappli- 
The Govt-owned IPPs cable in the field; this shows the depravity of policy 
The installed power generation capacity of Pakistan and practice, To make efficient policies, necessary 
stands at 45,885 megawatts, witha) notable divide} inputs from field officers and technicians who are 
between public and private“, t ownership. f| involved in handling various problem areas and 
Government entities, encompassi: i) Mederal and working environments in the energy sector must be 
provincial bodies, control a 52% şi S i AA tof | taken. 
23,860 megawatts. Meanwhile, Ind ident Power 7.Conclusion 
Producers (IPPs) in the private sector own 4 =a Besides valid reasoning, the interviews and narratives 
48% share, accounting fóra J043 megawatts of,feltotal,| | of those employed in the energy sector too reveal the 
capacity.A striking be or betwe relationship between performance and capacity. Thus, 
A ae ae, e p ing rewards to results, reducing corruption and 
country's peak electricity de oe ezzlement, embracing Private sector solutions 
anı lopting efficient operations management, the 
erei Ges: in Pakistan can be improved signifi- 
the winter season. This significant gap sq" cantly. ItJ8 clear that the accomplishment of these 
about the efficiency of Pakistan's power in reforms will pet only increase the performance of the 
the reasons behind this stark contrast bet | segs but also its Capability of meeting the increasing 
i Desp energy feeds of sfecountry for the benefit of future 
electricity, the situation is exacerbated by the fact that s generatidns» This alşo-forrelates with the need to 
plan to add another 7,460 megawatts of power plants By y tHe pay f ism for IPP d high- 
2032, in addition to the government of Pakistan's own foes Baygrent thech Bo gee 1g 
projects totalling 11,550 megawatts.These projects sthe essente’ ofssuc Wansformations - making 
include the 4,320 megawatt Dasu Hydroelectric Project | | aapi sector it? Pakistarf prore effective, reliable 
(expected completion 2026), the 4,500 megawatt Diamer- | andi ainable. Le o) 
Bhasha Hydroelectric Project (expected completion A ees ‘ 
2029), the 1,530 megawatt expansion of Tarbela 5 The wrifersis the athog St The Reforms. He can be 
{expected completion 2026), and the 1,200 megawatt \ reached at.mianmajid582 gmail.com 
Chashma 5 Nuclear Plant (expected completion 2031). 
This raises concerns about the country's energy planning 
nd the potential for further power surplus.it is an 
Undeniable fact that the government bears the dual 
responsibility of providing electricity and ensuring its 
Availability at reasonable rates. However, the current state 
y affairs raises questions about the government's 
tment to this principle. Rather than prioritizing undue 
. the government must 
ize its obligation to provide 
amenities at affordable 
8. By allowing private 
les to reap excessive 
ois, the government is, in effect, 
gits responsibilities. 
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Building Bridges ford 


United 


How to achieve the dream of national 


jo the core, ranging 
-left extremes in 


Our society is polarizg 
from far right toft i 
political, economic jous domains. 
The seemingly unbri gulf between 


a 
led to a clas "of ideals and 


aspirations, whi isc using schisms ne societal 


fabric of the co istani society-is Î erepnstant 
state of chaos and | ing tug gf amor 7 
socio-politico-religious takehol 


-E 


Tin f. 4 

Politics is largely considered’ the t of B ible; it is? 

based on dialogue, negotiations andedebate, but the TO : 

is otherwise in the Land of the Pure: Here; political | heavily, on ad-hocism, political rhe 
ization] 


culture is plagued with an intens 
opponents are considered enemies. 

a political culture marked by hatred 
Dissent is essentially the bedrock of a demi ity. 
But in an evolving and procedural democracy il 
Pakistan, the parliament, which is the sacred instit 

for lawmaking, is used as a forum for political pi 
scoring. The speeches of most parliamentarians are 
devoid of substance and largely revolve around partisan 


ledďto 


interests. The parliament is a platform where its 
members, who are the representatives of the people of | 


Pakistan, must dedicate their time and energy to 
deliberate on the polycrisis that is posing existential 
threats to the country. Party politics must not hold sway 
over the national interest and political differences must 
not come in the way of maintaining the decorum of the 
parliament across both sides of the aisle. Contemporary 
politics in Pakistan is reactionary in nature, and 
tolerance has become the first casualty in this unending 
saga of vendetta. Intra- and inter-party dialogue must 
be encouraged so as to create synergy in lawmaking for 


the common good. There is also a dire need to institu- | 


tionalize a culture of political pluralism to curtail 
negative politics. It goes without saying that everyone 
knows their business well. We need to be sincere in our 
positions, regardless of our conditions. It is the 
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j decisions are political in nature. Elite « 
isco Yet ek deeply entrenched, crea 


io the crises sriddep pation. Onl ng, righi 


Pakistan 


integration 


responsibility of the top-tier leadership of all poli i 
parties to shun the politics of confrontation ard fr 
an environment where issue-based pol 
precedence over the politics of patronage an 
The economy of Pakistan is in dire strai 
admitted fact that political stability 
prosperity 80 hand in hand. But, unfortuna 
political history of Pakistan is one of inte 
tary regimes and inefficient civilian 
tory of Pakist 


mili 
government in the his 
tyuctural economic reforms; rather 

ric a 


| Measures. It is much disappointing t 


ofëlites inf asf ocean of common masses 
ise ‘sential for any-meaningful economic retort 


| incuthbént-xeginfedacks the legitima it 
pacity to takoffadical decisions { p 


sand ca] 
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fully elected and mandated government can take 
long-term, bold decisions for the next generation, not 
for the next election. ' 
History evidences that religion and nationalism have 
been misused in Pakistan by politicians for their 
narrow vested interests. This is beautifully summa- 
rized by the famous progressive Urdu poet Ahmad 
Faraz who once said: 
SSS Ge pt oul 
Ob 5 pls tS de abs a eS 
“The rich exploit the poor; 
Sometimes using religion and sometimes in the name 
of countryg 
Without an iota of doubt, today/é politicians heavily 
rely on the unholy nexus of ae and nationalism 
just to pursue their narrow pol ede desis, Itisa 
considered view of many that faith-ba$ed politics has 
paved the way forthe manipulation of BS dion for 
personal and ie 2 There are two prevailing 
views about the mérgeyf of politi¢syand religion jn) 
pakistan. According toffiperals 
politics and religion mustbe separated, as. 
religionization of polities“ as D the sE 
divisions. The weaponization of, Sa has.severely\ 
damaged the political and social fabrigefthe country, 
e.g. faith-based politics of the 1980s: contrary, 
right-wing political parties consider » ym and 
politics inseparable. This can be best depicted by the 
following verse of the poet-philosopher Allama Iqbal: 
y LAL os ype AS y iiy D> 
cs iB cop Aae Fe See op y IS 
“Statecraft divorced from faith to 
reign of terror leads, 
Though it be a monarch's rule or commoners’ show.” 
This puzzle can be uncoiled by analyzing bothlines of 
arguments impartially. 
The basic point here is 


of 


that Islam is a Deen, not a 
religion. Deen is a complete code of life, covering both 
individual (beliefs, customs and rituals) and collective 
spheres of life (social, political and economic). 


There is no denying that Islam is a complete code of life, 
egalit 


and a constructive society based on 
arian values of mutual 
Tespect, tolerance and 
plurality are the ideals 
of Islam, but we 
fail to understand 
that, unfortu- 
nately, the misuse 
of Islam has 
tarnished its real 
image and proved 
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ost people agree on the com- 
pleteness of our Deen-e-Islam, but the vail 
broken political system of ; pie 
en s of corrupt and Machiavellian 
politicians has selectively used it for its own pet 
interests. There is a need for : ests 
a political reform where 
principles and values define it rather than being driven 
by power, patronage and prestige. On the other hand, 
misuse of religion for narrow political interest needs to 
cease once and for all, and Islam's true message of 
plurality and inclusiveness should be propagated for 
the establishment of a tolerant society. The teachings of 
Shah Wali Ullah and Sir Syed Ahmad Khan can serve as 
guides for promoting rationality (Ijtihad), progressiv- 
ism and tolerance to negate the propaganda of bigotry, 
rigidity and radicalization of society in the name of 
Islam. 
Since the inception of Pakistan, nationalism has been a 
double-edged sword for the country, especially when 
used by the ethnicities of the smaller provinces. It is a 
matter of fact that functional inequity or the inequita- 
distribution of resources adds fuel to the fire and 
the sense of deprivation, strengthening ethnic 
ism. The disparity between the distribution of 
leads to social tensions and fosters periph- 
-linguistic nationalism. Itis noteworthy 
ent oe that most nationalist leaders use 
ionalis: agfaWeapon for inciting the sentiments of 
até mas: fto use those for their own vested 


P ts A pluraligtié political system and just 
# econ sygjem are the need of the hour for a 


erences anchored 
nons constyđyðn, believes in equal 
tof TA fid acknowledging their 
eness Without addressing the genuine 
grievant mi afzed ethnicities and sans 
giving them due constitutional rights, the dream of 
national integration will remain elusive. The aim to 
establish a society where all people live in harmony, 
maintaining their cultural diversity and remaining 
integrated as equal citizens of a modern and peaceful 
state will also remain unfulfilled. 
The polycrisis confronting Pakistan can be better 
arrested by agreeing on the founda- 
tional questions about the running of 
the country through a Charter of 
Society for a united, prosperous 


Pakistan.© 


The writer is a civil servant based in 


Islamabad. He has a keen interest in 
national and international affairs. 
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45 Abd 
he name ‘police’ in our country i ‘hip ionf#hese acts not only c 
synonymous with torture and vi Wrights vj ms but also 
police officials resort to inhuman frea jous internati 


and brutality to get the words of their own choice fri 
the mouth of the accused. The department has become 
so infamous that when a judge awards police physical 
remand of an accused, it is perceived by the general 
populace as if police have been licensed to torture the 
accused. However, physical remand doesn't mean and F 

subjecting the person in custody to physical or mental 2022, the'inbridled power of the 
torment - as generally perceived by the general public have been employing to meet th 

~ but to interrogate the accused about the matter since the establishment of the d 

under investigation to collect evidence. English rule, has been taken away 

Painfully, custodial torture is deemed part and parcel | police have no authority to caus: 

of criminal investigation in our country; itis viewed as | harm to the body of a person in cust 

an unofficially sanctioned component of a criminal | nevertheless, does so, severe puns! 

probe. Normally, it is resorted to for extracting | rate to the harm meted out to 4 

evidence, despite that Article 14(2) of the Constitution | would be given to one who perpeti! àlt 
Strictly prohibits it. Before delving into the profundity « jk 
Custodial torture in Pakistan has myriad forms; it | necessary to elaborate on some b h 
‘encompasses physical torture, intimidation and | custody, torture, custodial tortur 
‘hreats (mental torture), sleep deprivation and | custodial rape, etc. in the light of 


j wwwijworldtimes.com September 20 4 


Join Our PDF Group 0332-5339708 PDFs Material For CSS PMS resad 


(9) CamScanner 


Shared using Xodo PDF Reader and Editor 
Sale on CSS PMS Books (aghazetaleem.com) Online Book store. 0332-53399708 


NATIONAL 


provided in the “Torture and Custodial Death (Preven- 
tionand Punishment) Act, 2022. caused by and may be substantially attributed to acts 
The term “custody” includes all situations where a | committedupon the deceased while in custody. 
person is detained or deprived of his liberty by any “Custodial rape" refers to instances where an individ- 
person, including a public official or by any other | ual exploits his position to commit rape or sexual 
person working in an official capacity, irrespective of | abuse of a person under his custody or in the custody 
| its legal nature and any place of such detention. It | ofa public official subordinate to him. This definition 
i includes judicial custody and all forms of temporary | captures the misuse of authority to violate the 
| and permanent restraint upon the movement of a | personal integrity and rights of those detained. 
person by law, by force or by other means. Inaddition, | Coming to the investigation, the most encouraging 
a person shall be deemedyto be in custody during | aspect of the Act is that police have no mandate to 


person after his release from custody is directly 


| search, arrest and seizure prgceedings. probe into the matters of custodial torture and deaths, 
| The term ‘torture’ has been ex] r in Section 2(n)of | but a specialized agency supervised by the Human 
| the Act in the following words» Torture Rights Commission is supposed to 


"means an act committed ‘by“Whigh perform this task. The Act estab- 
severe physical pain or physical am lishes a two-fold mechanism for 
| suffering is intentionally inflicted oversight in the investigation of 
on a person for uth urposes as offences perpetrated by public 
obtaining from him oi a shird perso i officials under its provisions. 
„g> f s Z The primary tier confers 
exclusive jurisdiction upon the 
if P- aa a Agency, making it the sole 
B say A IFA authority empowered to 
7 é b investigate specific allegations 
á Í q a) a of custodial torture, deaths and 
2 - - 5} rapes against public officials. This 
| ii A, geniralization of expertise and author- 
+ ity ensures a streamlined, specialized 
1 A i y approgeh by a neutral and independent 
À q @eseney. Gonsolidating skills and 
\ RND | z decision-making power within a 
dedicated jarantees investiga- 
> B tóny arge Conducted with impartiality, 
A d. - i og Va dia thorough understand- 

i 4 4 A ing of the Corfplexities involved. 
information or a confession, punishing him for an act a é ame 5 4 
he or a third person has aceite pes suspected of ihe second td ‘a oversifivhas been proved By the 
having committed, or intimidating or coercing him or TAPETA as iad pamon Panes by Be 
a third person, or Yor aay reason oa don disaimina- Commission. This supervision is crucial as it intro- 
tion of any H ee pa atteg È duces an additional level of scrutiny, ensuring that the 
inflicted by or at a a DERA ER investigations are conducted with a commitment to 
Se iesconcs of 4 a ODE persoa human rights standards. While investigating offences 
Bee ivan att ES under the Act, the Agency is endowed with the same 
loreover, Section 2(h) ne “custodial death” as the powers and is required to adhere to the procedure 
death of a person while in custody, directly or indi- outlined in the Federal Investigation Agency Act, 1974 
rectly caused By endiaibuteble i. acts of torture (Act VIII of 1975)and the rules established thereunder. 
a o a ea ehe in custoiy it Moreover, Section 5 of the Actis a non-obstante clause 
cludes death occurring in police, private or medical having an overriding effect over any other conflicting 
Premises, ina pablo ste ae es Pe Oaeh provisions of law.. The phrase non-obstante is Latin 
OF in jail. It even eats Ae Eor NE for ‘notwithstanding’, indicating that the specific 
Person is Beier Aaea iake nio detention or provision will prevail despite anything to the contrary 
ing Questioned, and all cases where the death of a 


in other laws. Moreover, all the offences under the Act 
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are cognisable in nature. A cognisable offence denotes 
a crime for which a police officer is empowered to 
make an arrest without a warrant. f 
Another worth-mentioning provision deserving 
applause is Section 4, which deals with custody of 
females. It stipulates that no female shall be detained 
in order to extract information regarding the where- 
abouts of a person accused of any offence or to extract 
evidence from such female. However, the dark side of 
this Section is that it inadequately addresses the 
problem of illegal detention because it is limited to 
females only. The practice of @gtaining male relatives 
of an accused to extract evitience or determine the 
whereabouts of the said accuSedg's common in our 
investigation dispensation and en recognized 
and condemned by superior courts. 4P A 


= 


and degrading 
hands of jail authorities, 
whorecorded their stater 
(74%) alleged various 
and inhumane treatment. 
inmate (100%) spoke al 


available at the jail. There was 
Committee and over the Past 


five years only one rison officii 
dismissed for violating human rights — k meee 


n a mere dispenser at the 
Pakistan had no substantive law. Criminalizing torture. 


However, the Passage of the Torture and Cusi 
was an important step towards justice and a 
and criminalized torture. Sadly, however, near 
remains non-operational. To date, no one ha: 
While the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) 
complaints against Public officials, the n: 


| any public official who commits, abets or cons, 


a es ak ea ig 


extortion for accessing genuine fadi li 
litle to no oversight by the then Over 


) holds exclusive Jurisdict 
p 3 } lature of this supervisi 
functional wing dedicated to investigating cı en 


With regard to penalties, Section 8 of the Acı SAYS that 
ire 
commit torture shall be punished with the ce 
punishment as prescribed for the type of E 
provided in Chapter XVI of the Pakistan Penal Cod 
(PPC) and for custodial death. Section 9 provides that 
whoever commits, abets or conspires to comm), the 
offence of custodial death shall be punished With the 
same punishment as prescribed in Section 302 „p the 
PPC. However, the grey side of penalties Provided 
under this Act is that it does not provide Punishments 
for torture and custodial death itself but falls back op 
already stipulated punishments in PPC, which do not 
correspond completely with the nature or gravity of 
the crime and custodial death. Additionally, the 
prescribed punishments for the offences under ppc 
are not in line with the UNCAT and international 
standards because they lack specificity and don; 
punish specific crimes of torture. 
It is pertinent to mention here that the mos 
discouraging part of this legislation is proy ‘ided in 
ection 11 of the Act, which deals with mala fide 
plaints. It eclipses the whole efficacy and 
ject of the Act since it instils fear in the 
lainants to lodge genuine complaints 
ublic officials. Section 11 states that 
ver files a mala fide complaint shall, 
isestablished that the complaint was 


4 be punished with the same 
inr 


prescribed under Section’ 

e Oy for under this Act." This 

i means to coerce and 

jomplainants in a system of 

SA ver, leaving process 

a Qy manipulation public 

P en To cap it all, despite svi: lacunas 

Fall Atthat point, À thar Warrant tweakiny the Ag 

i isa D t rece Dl 

ie Death Act in November 2022 Fae isa pi ma Ko 

ccountability that Specifically defined ““#!S!ation. The ne “a 

rly two years have passed, andthe law ÎS 0 disseminate arom 

S yet been convicted Under the new law, @MOng the people i 
tiontoinvestigate Ct so that undue ‘ 


‘om out 


is unclear, No Police is remo 


ustodial torture has been estant, ee 

FIA, and there is no complaint mechanism for such N established atthe Society anc thet 
A cases on th Y i oe 

eee yeast federal offences falling underits ambit, “aoea os esp ers 

posal dad Sa Such rules and procedures about complaints of torture ha 4 $ 

eeoa Ao wu from wtlizing this vital legislation for their protection Spek) The writer is a oe 
realization `] perative that these ruies be passed immediately, Based advoc’ a cut 
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Dr. Muhammad Ahmad 


hiding criticism, abusive language and 

blaming others for one's miseries have become 

the tag of contemporary Pakistani society. We 
are no longer willing to tolerate differences of opinion 
on politics, religion, economy, ideas and beliefs. We 
want to foist our viewpoints on others. This is the 
manifestation of a rising intolerance in our society 
and, unfortunately, this critical and crucial issue, 
which is tearing the very fabric of our society apart, is 
being ignored recklessly by those in the corridors of 
power amidst the unending political hullabaloo. This 
social malaise manifests in various forms, 
including religious intoleré , ethnic 


discrimination, gend ed 
violence and political polls 
tion, This trend is fuelled by % 
multiple factors, such as- 


socio-economic isparities, 
political instability? éduca- 
tional deficit id the 


influence of e th ist 
Cj 


ideologies. 
What is social intoleranee2 
Intolerance refers to they” 


from those of one’s own. It is a negative 
attitude or behaviour that can manifest i/i Lf ~ 
various forms, such as discrimination, prejudice,... 


bigotry and hatred. g 
Social intolerance also involves not liking others whi 


are perceived to be like us, such as those who have a 
different political or sexual orientation from us or who 
come from a different social or cultural group. Another 
way social intolerance can show out is through 
impolite speech, the creation of one's own organiza- 
tions andother actions that impede inclusivity. 

The essence of social intolerance is to be found in the 
suppression of the free expression of opinions upon 
social, political and economic questions. When people 
dare no longer communicate their opinions, when 
they fear to state their grievances, when they are not 
at liberty to educate one another by free and open 
discussion, then indeed we have the essence of 
intolerance. Moreover, the studies of sociologists and 
social psychologists have conclusively demonstrated 
that the mechanism of intercommunication is the 
normal means by which a group readjusts its behav- 
iours. Therefore, the mechanism of intercommunica- 
tion in a group functions very much the same as the 
nervous system functions in the individual, 
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Lp ‘ary fromdime to times area to area and nation to nation. 
4 


“In recent years, we have seen; 
sudden and continuous rise in hate 
politics around the world, especially in 
liberal democracies. In almost every 
individuals are persecuted, 
lified or violently assaulted and even killed 
ly ily basis. In its wake, intolerance in 
nt fields of life has become a worldwide 
1 Plomomenon. However, causes and consequences may 


Pakistan_is“suffering-from’ intolerance in all fields of 
A society, especially politicaLantolerance, which is on top of 
lahe li 


ven iti oa fuencinig the environment of homes 
relation n members of a family. The 


| i and h 
Mons Rof such Palitical culture in the era of multi 
4 cultural atid heterogeneous societies can put minorities 
| 4 in the most vulnerable situation. In the : odern eft, 
| | where societies are connected more th. r, we must 
of hate and 


1 promote harmony and coexistence, instead 

oo ae 

| Some major causes 

| Sociologists have identified dozen 
the growing anger and intolerance 

| ing lack of education, feeling of d! 

| religious morality, narrow-minded! 

| Ment, marginalization, class divi le 

| ity, etc. Also, when people do not f! 

| express their feelings, they ve! 

| government property through vand 

| Here we enumerate some principa ¢ 

| growing problem in Pakistan: 


pebind 
aclu 
yal 
jack 0 
empio 
pinstabl 
tive ways 


nger 


be pind 
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a. Flawed educational system @ p. 
One of the primary drivers of’SoCial intolerance isathe 


lack of diversity and inclusivity in “the education 

system of the country. The curriculumoften rei 
forces stereotypes and negative atti towards 
marginalised groups. Additionally, teac! d 
administrators may not have the skills or trainjng-to. 
address intolerance effectively. This educational 
environment fails to equip students with the skills 
needed to navigate a pluralistic society and fosters 
intolerance from a young age. 


b. Misuse of religious sentiments 4 
Sectarian violence and religious extremism have 


created an environment where minority communities 
feel unsafe and marginalized. Incidents of violence 
against religious minorities have risen and blasphemy 
laws are often exploited to settle personal scores, 
leading to widespread fear and injustice. Recent 
incidents of mob attacks in Jaranwala and many other 
parts of the country bear testimony to this fact. 
C Narrow socio-cultural attitudes 
Another factor that contributes to rising intolerance Is 
the social and cultural attitudes towards difference 
and diversity. In many communities, differences in 
"ligion, ethnicity and socio-economic status arè 
Viewed as negative and are often used as a basis for 
ination and prejudice. We often learn such 
attitudes from our peers. If our immediate environ- 
Ment promotes intolerance towards certain groups, 


Weare more likely to adopt these views. 
Ethnie discrimination. 


| Ethnic discrimination is another facet of social 


intolerance in Pakistan, The country's diverse ethnic 
makeup should be a source of strength, but instead, it 
often leads to conflict and division. Ethnic groups ve 
for political power and resources, sometimes result- 
ing in violent clashes and systemic marginalization of 
certain communities. 

e. Political polarization 

Political polarization exacerbates social intolerance, as 
political parties and leaders often exploit societal 
divisions for their own gain. This polarization hampers 
the development of a cohesive national identity and 
undermi i 
{Uncontrolled sal media ore 


The rise of social media such as Facebook, Twitter and 
YouTube has also emerged as an epicentre of intoler- 
ance, hate speech, racism, and disinformation. Social 
media has provided an unchecked platform for users to 
spread hate and violence against those who differ from 
them. Social media platforms often serve as a battlefield 


between people with different opinions and ideologies. 


How to address the problem 
P Addressing social intolerance in Pakistan requires a 


multi-faceted approach. Efforts must be made to 
promiote inclusive education that emphasizes critical 
thinkisig, human rights and tolerance. Legal reforms 
are neceSsary: to protect minority rights and ensure 
justice for siictims of intolerance. Civil society 
organizations Day ‘a crucial role in advocating for 
these pies ‘upporting affected communities. 
lores fostering’dialogue and understanding 
ong different social @oups is essential. Initiatives 
bring togerfier people éfom diverse backgrounds 
oF a om man a Pe can help bridge 
ide build arre tolerarft society. The media 
also has atfesponsibility to promote positive narra- 
tives and c t divisiverhetoric. 


Conclusion” | * À 
The growing social intolerance is a cancer for our 


society as it creates hatred and intensifies divides. 
This is a serious problem that needs to be addressed 
urgently. In this regard, we have to work at the 
individual, family, community and government level 
because the foundation of this mighty issue is our 
anger and resentment on injustices we face every 
moment. If sympathy, love and brotherhood are not 
rubbed on the wounded society, it will suffer more. 
Therefore, there is an urgent need for collective efforts 
to save society from unnecessary anger. The state 
should focus on educational institutions more iS 
the other forums because they are elementary ani 
duce intolerance. 


i tore g 
inftuenrial b writer is a Karacht-based academic. 
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| 
| Pakistan’s celebrated javelin athlete 
| Arshad Nadeem has hurtled his way into 
the Olympic history books by becoming 
| the first Pakistani to win an individual 
| gold medal in the Olympics in the 
| country's history. His triumph in Paris is 
| all the more impressive, as Arshad is a 
man born and raised in a mud brick house 
in an impoverished corner of rural 
Pakistan and forced as a young man to 
train in local wheat fields with homemade 
javelins. His victory on the international 
stage showed that determination 
h overcomes all shortcomings and 
obstacles: In,thé following write-up, the 
eds light on the life of Arshad 


writer sheds: 
á Nadeem from muđbrick home to Olympic 


THE MAN WITH 
THE GOLDEN ARM! 
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Dr. Hassaan Bin Zuban 
Arshad Nadeem, the man ie 
made the nation proud with h x 
¥ ae gold medal at the par 
Olympics, was born on January 
2, 1997, in Mian Channu, te 5 
the third oldest among eight siblings, Fg 
grew up playing cricket and pursued pj. 
education in his hometown. Arshad took 
up the javelin throw in 2015 after chane 
ing his arm in other games like shor pur 
and discus throw. However, his journey ir 
the sport was tough. An Olympic cham- 
pion, a Commonwealth Games golg 
medallist, a silver medal-winner at the 
World Athletics Championships and a 
bronze medallist at the Asian Games, 
Arshad kept on achieving feats despite a 
sheer lack of adequate training facilities, 
Nevertheless, he says giving up cricket 


was the best thing that happened to him. 
In 2016, he received a scholarship from 


the International Association of Athletics 
Federations (IAAF) that allowed him to 
train for eight months at the LAAF High- 
Performance Training Centre in Mauritius. 
He has grown leaps and bounds since, 
Arshad won bronze medals at the 2016 
“Asian Junior Athletics Championships in 
'(6Chi Minh City (Vietnam) and the South 
Asia „Games in Guwahati (India), 

ounding his rise on the international 
~ stage. Helan bagged another bronze at 
the 2018 Asif ames in Jakarta (Indone- 
sia) (or. hé South Asian Games ttle 
in 2019, 


Srshad th made his Oh mpic debut 
Sf Tokyouin 2020 and became the fist 
athlete from Pakistan to yuality for an 
Olympic final in track and field He, 
however, finished fifth with a throw of 
84.62 metres. Due to the litte support he 
received in Pakistan, he » granted 
funding from the Olym solidanty 
Scholarship program. On (hy! ack of th 
Arshad chose to prepare for"! 20241 
South Africa. Finally, this 6 10°! 3 inches 
the gold 


tall man with a golden arm won oats 
medal in javelin throw 1n style at Pa 
2024 with an Olympic record of a 
metres - a whopping 3,52 m better A 
the defending champion Neeraj chop 
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effort of 89.45 metres that gave him the silver medal 
The mark is also an Asian record. It was Pakistan's first | 
medal at the Olympics since Barcelona in 1992 and the 
first one in an individual competition since Seoul in 
1988 - and country's first gold in an individual 
Olympics competition. 

His career may have a list of accolades, but it has also 


been plagued with injuries. He suffered a back injury 
at the 2018 Commonwealth Games in Gold Coast 
(Australia) but continued to compete and finished 
eighth in the javelin final. He underwent surgeries for 
previous nagging elbow and knee injuries in 2021 and 
early 2022 and returned to the international stage 
after almosta year of rehabilitation, 

After his epoch-making medal atthe Paris Olympics, 
Arshad has been showered with’ appreciation and 
rewards from the government as wéll as private 
individuals and enterprises. As of the 15tf of August, 
he has received millions.of rupees. Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif annoyyfted 150 million ripéesfor 
Arshad at a special ceremony to er the Star. 
athlete in Islamabad. Mor. » CM Panjab Maryan 
Nawaz Sharif presented him a Cheque of Rs100 million | 
and the key of a Honda Civie.car’ withthe number pfate 
“PAK 92.97”, Punjab Governor annowneeéd. a separate» | 
cash reward of Rs2 million for him, Sindh@overnment 
announced a Rs50 million reward, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Chief Minister Ali Amin Gandapur, 
in his personal capacity, announced a reward.6f/Rs5 
million for Arshad, UBL also announced a reward of 
Rs5 million to recognise Arshad Nadeem's amazing 


feat, tonamea few. 
Coming to a conclusion, it can be rightly asserted that 


we live in a country of over 240 million people that 
has only seen top-level success in cricket and 
Squash during the lifetimes of most Pakistanis 
around today, Though hockey and squash were once 
dominated by Pakistan, the young people who make 
up the majority of this nation came too late for these 
glory days, Being such a young country places some 
Unique pressures on Pakistani society. 
For one, it is important to 
Benerate a fresh batch of A 
new heroes that young f 
Pakistanis can look up to. 
Outside of cricket, these 
ian have been hard to 
d over the last three 
“cades or so, And even 
RS it comes to the 
Sport the country 


Www. jworldti, 
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has been any good at, performance can be highly 
erratic. Then there is the fact that Pakistanis get little 
support from the state and have to work extra hard to 
do what many in more privileged countries take for 
granted. Doing great things under these circum- 
stances is not exactly easy. What this results in is a 
nation largely bereft of people to idealize. 

Arshad has taken a momentous leap forward. In fact, 
Arshad Nadeem, in many ways, probably epitomizes 
what being a Pakistani means: exhausted, deprived of 
top-class facilities and with no backing of an indiffer 

ent state - and yet determined to chase his/her 
dreams and passion. He has -on his own - smashed all 
expectations at home and abroad, and become the 


| only Pakistani to stand above everyone else in the 


world at what he does. He is now the greatest javelin 
thrower the Olympics has seen to date. He is the hero 
Pakistan desperately needed, though whether we 
deserve him is debatable given the way the state has 
treated our athletes. The sight of an emotional Arshad 
prostrating on the field with photojournalists from all 


P over the world encircling him should be an image we 


remember forever. This hero needs all the respect, 
attention and commendation the state has to offer. 
Let's hope-he is rightfully 
championedas Paki- _& 
stan’s. greatest sports 
figure of this cenpury. ro] 
© L, 
“The writer holds a-PhD in 
English (Literarurayt He can be 
rgached at 
Le Wgecddadibgiogm 
4, 


7, 
oe 


ae 
er 
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Another credible piece of evidence to corroborate 
this fact has come in the form of a web app created by 
a spatial ecologist at the University of Maryland in the 
US, Matthew Fitzpatrick, that showed the expected 
climate conditions of more than 40,000 cities across 


the world, including many cities of Pakistan. 

The state of affairs 

According to the app, which is in the form of an 

interactive map, the climate conditions in various 

cities of Pakistan would be on average 5-6°C warmer 

in summers, which is quite horrible, but if the 

government takes steps to reduce emissions, the 

same change comes down to 1-2°C. However, it 
| depends on the steps ourystae and society take - 
which right now appears tobea far-fetched dream. 
According to the app, for highér emissions, summers 
in Lahore are expected to be 487 ‘Cavayner by 2080 
and 21.2% wetter. Winters are expegeed'to be SPC 
warmer and 16.1%6Wetter than what Lalioreis w ather 
is right now. Climate conditions most similar to 
Lahore in 2080 can begseen righpnigwin Khairpur, 
Sindh, which means 
Khairpur is right now. 
be warmer by only 1 5°C in 2089@nd 19,2% wetter, 

while winters are expected to be flee, wartier-and 

12% wetter. And its conditions abot 60-year, Tater 

can now be found in Dajal in South Puni@b sight now 
| instead of Khairpur. y 4 

In Faisalabad, summers are expected tothé5:6°C 
| warmer and 22.1% wetter in 2080, while winters are 
expected to be 5.6°C warmer and 15% wetter. Climate 
conditions most similar to Faisalabad in 2080 can be’ 
found today in Chowki Jamali, Balochistan. 
In case of reduced emissions, Faisalabad's weather 
would be 1.7°C warmer and 26.9% wetter, while 


Cit of Pakistani 
ities 


54 


| Join Our PDF Group 0332-5339708 


Lahore would/be.as horas y 
> 


= 
But if we reduced emissiOnst Lahore's wPiitiersrould™ 


Shahzad Malik 


18°C warmer and 9.3% wetter. Its 


winters would be 
from Balochistan to 


twin place would also change 


Dajal in Punj jab. 
For higher emissions, summers in Multan are 


expected to be 5.2°C warmer and 5.2% drier. Winters 
are expected to be 5.7°C warmer and 8.2% wetter, 
| Climate conditions most similar to Multan in 2049 
can right now be found in Chowki Jamali, Balochistan, 
In case of reduced emissions, Multan's climate woulq 
be 1.8°C warmer and 11.9% drier, while winters are 
expected to be 1.9°C warmer and 9.2% wetter. In that 
case, its twin city would be Sohbatpur in Balochistan 
instead of Chowki Jamali. 

The weather in Rawalpindi/Islamabad is likely to be 
5.1°C warmer and 4% drier in summers, while in 
winters it would be 5.4% warmer and 11.3% wetter, 
weather conditions in Rawalpindi of 2080 can nowbe 


foundin Mirpur, Azad Kashmir. 
In case of reduced emissions, the climate of 


Islamabad /Rawalpindi would be warmer by 1.6°C 
and 10.5% drier, while winters are expected to be 
1.7°C warmer and 10.6% wetter. 


There is a vast body of research to prove 
“that cities and urban centers are more 
d susceptible to increased climate risks 

‘because of rapid urbanization and their 
areas being built with concrete 

sui es accumulating excessive heat 
rand figh4temperatures. Pakistan is one 

‘ohthe most urbanized nations in South 
Asia an keeping in view the current rate 


A. of urbanization Atis estimated tha? 49% 
{> oF peopte will bø residing in cities by 
2030 and 60% of thé population wiii live 


© Sn urbam àreas by 2050. This 
S population ishighly exposed è 
impacts of elifhdte change. Pas'sians 
Ministry of Climate Chang and 
Environmental Coordination has atready 
warned that many regions in the conntry 
would become uninhabitable soon "° to 
harsh weather conditons 
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Summers in Karachi J 
are expected to be 

33°C warmer and | T 
whopping 18.2% drier 
in the next 60 years, 
Winters are expected to 
be 5°C warmer and 0.4% 
wetter, Its weather is 
likely to be like that of 
present-day Al-Bahah in 


Saudi Arabia. 
But if we reduce emissions, 


Karachi's climate is expected 
to be 1.1°C warmer and 17.3% 
wetter, while winters are” g i 
expected to be 1.7°C warmer aff 2.9% wetter. 
The best climate analogue shows that®onditions 
most similar to Karachi can sh Tptna in 
Mukalla, Yemen. 4 
Peshawar is se ae 5.8°C warmer ws 
drier in summers, whi lein winters, it would'be5.5°C 
warmer and 9.2% wetter by2080. Its condition3woula 
be similar to those of Sibbiof current times, 

In case of reduced emissi » summers inpPeshawar 
are expected to be 1.8°C. warm d 233%, ter, 
while winters are expected to be k7?C warmer and 
7.7% wetter. Its twin city in 2080 Would change-to 
Harnoliof today instead of Sibbi. f 

Summers in Quetta are expected to be 515ffwagmer 
and 10.3% wetter, while the winters are expected;to be 
5.5°C warmer and 2.1% drier. The conditions that afe 
expected to be in Quetta can be found in Jalalabad of 
Afghanistan today. 

Summers in Bahawalpur are expected to be 4.9°C 
warmer and 17.3% wetter by 2080. Winters are projected 
to be 5.7°C warmer and 7.1% wetter. Current conditions 
like Bahawalpur's future climate can be found in areas 
experiencing similar weather patterns today. 
The way forward 
Pakistani urban centers are fast becoming climate 
hotspots, unprepared for urban flooding, heatwaves 


and other climate-induced disasters with poor urban 


infrastructure and rarely enforced building codes. 


The lack of green spaces in cities intensifies heat | 


Stress, making urban areas almost unbearable during 
. For instance, the summer of 2023 saw 


in many Pakistani cities soar above | 


45°C, posing severe health risks to the population. 
Now again in 2024, Pakistan faces prolonged heat- 


with temperatures soaring to 50°C in many — 


of the country. 
The pt forward demands urgent and concerted 
Action, Strengthening urban planning and infrastruc- 
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‘Saudi Arab 
‘© Hundreds died as temperatures hit sre 


Ta pall, india 
Recorded the longest heatwave. with 
temperatures exceeding 52.9°C | 


Boston, 
© Broke a 100-year heat record, 


`e Temperatures soared above 


le 
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ture Is paramount, Most cities in Pakistan 
ME lack comprehensive master plans, and 

| urban climate resilience is not integrated 
into existing urban 
policies and planning 
frameworks. Municipal 
ities must enhance their 
capacity for sustainable 
development, ensuring 
that new projects 
adhere to environmen- 
tal regulations and 
building codes. 
The real-estate sector 
needs stringent over- 
sight, with developers 
held accountable for 
their environmental 
| impact. Restoring 

natural ecosystems - removing illegal encroachments 
and rehabilitating degraded areas - is crucial to 
rebuilding our cities’ resilience. 
kocal governments need to be established and their 
capacities strengthened so they can effectively 
mi e climate shocks. Engaging communities in the 
anning and implementation processes is also vital; 


USA 
eaching 36°C 


Sindh, Pakistan 
52°C, the highest of the summer 


planı 
a combination of top-down and bottom-up 
approācheşts necessary to address these challenges 
¢ofiprehensiv a This collaborative effort will 
ensure»that ¢iti€s/are not only prepared for future 
climiaté” extremés. butsare also able to thrive in 


7 |gharmonywith theirnétural environments. 


wironmentalp educatiogy and advocacy are equally 
ant. Younger generations must be empowered 

to the charge”for stspfinability, their voices 
amplified olicymaking processes. As they push for 
change, body the Spirit of ‘Generation Resto- 
ration’, a movement dedigated to healing our planet 


and securinga sustainable future. K 
The writer is a student of Environmental Science. 
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On July 18, almost a year affér the 
Interests (CCI) “unanimously” ap] 
the 2023 digital census, the co 


athe results 
p data’Barly, the f, 
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) released 
results of the enumeration exercise. A 


of the 7th Population and Housing ce 

that Pakistan is the 5th most populous ci 

World with a total population of 241.49 million, Wi 
the provincial capitals being the most populous cities. 
The report titled “First Ever Digital Census Key Fin i 
Report” provides comprehensive district-level di ? 
including information on various demographics and 4 
metrics, including population, gender, age, religion, 
language, urbanization, access to electricity and water, 
etc. This data is crucial for the development ofurban and 
suralareas and effective disaster response. 

Here are some key points from the report: 

Population 

» The country's population increased from 207.68 
million in 2017 to 241.49 million in 2023 at a growth 
rate of 2.55 percent. 

There are only 27 countries in the world, mostly of 
Sub Saharan Africa, having growth rates higher than 
Pakistan. Pakistan, in terms of population growth 
rate, ranked at 191 in the world. 

At this rate, Pakistan's population is expected to 
double by 2050. 

At present, Karachi is ranked the most populous city 
with a population of 20.4 million while the Sindh 
province's count standsat 55.70 million. 

Lahore is the second most populous city with 13 
million people and the provincial population count 
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Ahmad Nauman 
stands at 127.69 million. 
> Peshawar ranks third with 4.76 million people 
£ {Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's population is 40.86 million. 
Quetta ranks fourth with 2.59 million people and 
44-9 million for the provincial population count in 


“ Balochistan. 
capital of Islamabad's population count 


‘stood al ion. 
Note r the PBS.data, population growth is adversely 
affecting.the per capita income and standard of living of 
citizens. There is a need to develop an effective strategy 
Pp git | control for better distribution of resources 
T ot 4 


"ie, nsus LEi that the total population of 

Eh 2414$ lion, is represented by 12132 
million 51.48%) males and 117.15 million (851% 
females, with a gender ratio of 106.12 

» The population of transgender stands al 


» 


0,331 


Age 

According to the report, the age pyramid eals thata 

majority of the Pakistani population isyoun! wa 

» The age-wise enumeration of the population $ ae 
53 milli 


36.47 million people under five years. ° 

under 15 years, 62.58 million between | 

and 190.27 million below 40 years of a! 23 
» It means 67 percent of the total population in = 


nd 29y 


was below the age of 30 and 80 percen! > low a 5 
» Those of 67 years or older constituted 0n 
percent of the total population. 
Marital status on "35 


» In 2017, 66.12 percent of the total populati 
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married, compared to 64.79 in 2023, 
» The percentage of the divorced population has 
reduced from 0.42 percent in 2017 to 0.35 percentin 


2023. 
Id size 
» The data also revealed that the size of a traditional 


household is also shrinking — from 6.39 in 2017 to 
6.33 in 2023. 


» The literacy rate among those over 10 years of age 
wentup from 58.91 percent to 60.65 percent. 

The criteria for considering a person literate 

have not been mentioned in the results. 


o 
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» The highest literacy rate was observed in Islamabad | 


with 84 percent, the Punjab proyince ranked 2nd with 
66 percent, Sindh ranked 3rd,ith 58 percent, KP 
ranked 4th with 51 percent and Balochistan province 
ranked 5th with 42 percent. SY 
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» wae on the other hand, witnessed a decline in 
their real population ol 
EEA pi as well as their share in the total 

» The size of their community reduced by 29,053 — 
from 191,737 (0.09 percent) in 2017 to 162,684 (0.07 
percent). 

Urbanization trends 

» The rural population is 61.12 percent while 38.88 
percent lives in urban areas. 

» KP has the lowest urban population with 15 percent 
and Sindh has the highest urban population with 54 
percent, whereas the urban share of Punjab is 52 
percent and Balochistan’s is 31 percent. 

» The data has also revealed a stark difference in the 
growth of rural and urban populations, with the 
former going up at the rate of 1.88 percent and the 
latter 3.67 percent. 


Housing Census 2023 


4 
PSopulations: 


POPULATION 4 fy 
117.15 MILLION 


» As many as 25 million children between ages five and 
16 are out of school — either they never went to 
school or dropped out. 

» Punjab had the lowest out-of-school children with 27 
percent, followed by KP 37 percent, Sindh 46 percent 
and Balochistan 58 percent. 


» Asa share of the total population, the percentage of 
those identifying as Muslims reduced slightly from 
96.47 percent in 2017 to 96.35 percentin 2023. 

» The population of Hindus went up from 35.95 million 
2017 to 38.67 million in 2024, but their share in the 
total population went down from 1.73 percent to 1.61 
Percent, 

: » The population of Christians also increased from 
2642 million to 33 million, with their share in the 
total population also going up from 1.27 percent to 

-37 percent. 
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URBANIZATION 
38.88% 


GE 


» This has also resulted in a spurt in the growth of 
4 


D a 
densélyp ate drees. 


» In 2017,-therg were 14 cites with a population of 
500,000 or “above. Six years later, the number 
increased to 22, with Kasur, Rahim Yar Khan, Okara, 
Sahiwal, Larkana, Gujrat, Sheikhupura and Jhang 
being the new additions. 


Energy consumption : 
The data also showed more households moving away 


i ici able sources. 
from grid electricity and opting for renewal 
» in 2017, 87.87 percent of all households — 28.04 


million — reported grid electricity as the source of 


ower for their homes. 
» es 2023, the percentage reduced to 84.03 percent or 


2.17 million households. 
» a 2023, 2.96 million households reported to have 


solar panels installed at their home.8) 


The writer is a student of history. 
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sector is a 
or culprit 


Pakistan is grappling with a daunting pollution challenge, as air quality in country's major urban centres has 
considerably deteriorated over the recent years and many of such areas experience hazardous levels of 


pollution throughbut the year. Pakistan's 
49.5 micrograms perdubic meter (jig 
severe health hazard: 
have lifetime consequences in terms 6f/di 


5 concentration levels, which on average are estimated at 
/m), five times higher than the WHO's recommended limits, pose a 
igstate ofaffairskeaves ourpeople susceptible to air and water pollutants, which can 
disability, cognitive impairment and even death. One 


Principal sector that contributes significantly to Poftution in Pakistan is the country's “hellish” public 
transport system. °p —_ M 


4) q 


4 H; 
Transport and communication sector. is, 
vital part of a country's infrastructure an 
economy, enabling the movement of 
people, goods and information. It is 
crucial for any state's development and 

Prosperity, playing a vital role in economic growth, 

facilitating trade, commerce and business operations, 

job creation, social connectivity, access to education 
and health care, emergency services, environmental 

Sustainability and national security, However, in 

Pakistan, despite a host of benefits to socio-economic 

development this sector offers, it is a major contributor 

to pollution. Pakistan has been ranked second in the 

latest list of countries with the worst air quality. Over a 

ans citizens are at increased mortality risk from air 

pollution in highly urbanized citi 

Pai ahaa ities, especially Lahore, 

With rapid urbanization and an 

vehicles on the 
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| both air »pollutionand. greenhouse gas emissions, 
ading to dife conseqfences for public health and the 
ent. > b Bs 
(a , urban M7R some of the } 
levels “Of ‘air poltiition globally, primarily due to 
emissions from road trasport. Vehicles em: armful 
pollutants such as carBon monoxide, nitrogen oxides 
and particulate matter (PM2.5), which siynlicantly 
impair air quality and pose serious health ris 
have shown that air pollution levels in cities lke Lahore 
and Karachi exceed safe limits, contibuung j 
respiratory diseases and reducing life expec!" by 
nearly four years. 
Transport sector's share in air pollution W 
varies from 20% to 70% depending 0n countr h 
locations and social conditions. In Pakistan, tS ea 
contributes roughly 23% of the country’s / reno 
gas emissions, primarily from carbon dioxi“ | 
the burning of fossil fuels (Environmental 5 wee 
Pollution Research). This sector's emissions ^? re 
global warming and climate change, leading (°° 


ghest 


s. Studies 


orldwide 


jes, 
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weather events and other environmental impacts, 
Traffic congestion, particularly in major cities, further 
increases fuel consumption and emissions, worsening 


air pollution and economic productivity, 


The World Bank estimates that outdoor air pollution 
causes 22,000 premature deaths and 163,432 


enforce strict emissions standards for vehicles, The use 
of electric and hybrid vehicles should also be 
encouraged along with improving public 


| transportation and promoting carpooling and 


ridesharing to reduce the number of vehicles on the 
road. 


Disability-adjusted life years (DALYs) lost each year in | 2. Air quality monitoring: The government should 


Pakistan, while indoor pollution causes 40 million | 
acute respiratory infections and 28,000 deaths per 


year. According to Human Rights 
Watch, air pollution in Pakistan 
shortens average life expectancy 
by 3.9 years, and in Lahore, thy 
capital of Punjab province, itan 
cut life expectancy by 7 years. 

Pakistan has a rich history of 
environmental legislation and 
successive governments have 
instituted departmery$daws and 
mandates over timeto’ Can air 
quality. For example, nafional and 
provincial legislative acts establish 


environmental protection agencies, delineate the 
agencies’ governance structures and responsibilities, 
and mandate air quality and pollutant-specific 
Standards. Despite such frameworks, Pakistan has 
struggled to clean its air. Implementing standards 
Tequires several departments to coordinate and share 
Tesponsibilities. To mitigate these environmental 
acts, Pakistan must adopt several strategies. Here 
or. Some such strategies that Pakistan can adopt to 
Mitigate the risks associated with pollution: 
- Sustainable transportation: Promoting sustainable 
ortation is crucial. Encouraging the use of public 
tansport, cycling and walking can significantly reduce 
nce on private vehicles and decrease emissions. 
Oreover, the government needs to implement and 
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establish a comprehensive air quality monitoring 
network across the country. This network should 
provide real-time data on air 
pollution levels, enabling 
authorities to take timely action to 
inform the public and encourage the 
transition to cleaner energy sources 
such as natural gas and renewables, 
while phasing out the use of highly 
polluting fuels like coal and low- 
quality diesel. 
3. Promoting green transport: 
Investing in green transport 
initiatives such as electric vehicles 
and clean fuel technologies can also 
lower the carbon footprint of the 
transport sector. 
4. Improving infrastructure: It is 
another critical step as developing 
+ efficient public transportation 
s J systems, including buses and metro 
trains,,can.alléyiate traffic congestion and reduce 
/-emissions . Urban planning that focuses on 


sustainable transportation can create walkable 
“communities, reducing need for long-distance 
mamuting. 


vA 


5. Regulatory"measures* Enforcing stringent 
emission standards for yehicles and monitoring air 
quality le€els-can “help crd pollution from the 
transport secfor. In Uf Jregard, implementing 


| regulatory measures is essential to ensuring 


compliance with environmental standards. Introducing 


| congestion pricing, tolls and parking regulations can 


incentivize behaviour change and promote sustainable 
transportation options. For instance, London's 
congestion charge has successfully reduced traffic and 
pollution in the city center. Similar measures can be 
tailored to fit the context of Pakistani cities. 

6. Public awareness: Enhancing public awareness 
about the health impacts of air pollution and the 
benefits of sustainable transportation can encourage 
public support for green initiatives. Educational 
campaigns can help shift societal attitudes towards 
more environmentally friendly practices. Schools and 
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community organizations can play a vital role 
in spreading awareness and promoting 
behavioral changes. Highlighting the long- 
term health benefits and cost savings of 
reduced car usage can motivate individuals to 
adopt greener transport habits. 
In addition to domestic efforts, international 
cooperation and support can accelerate 
Pakistan's transition to sustainable 
transportation. Developed countries and 
international organizations can provide 
financial aid, technical expertise and 
technology transfers to”hefp Pakistan 
implement green transport solutions. For 
example, the Global Environment Facility (GEF) has 
funded numerous projects worldwide to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions from the tran$poyt sector. 
Pakistan can leverage such opportunities to Fintance its 
green initiatives sand pni besty přactices«from, 
A ~ 


D 4 


Some Studies, ` Ó a 
A recent study by the International, Growth. Centre-of the 
low-income areas of Lahore suggests ġħat awareness’ 
around air pollution influences behaviour, abd that people 
are more inclined to use masks or remain in loots ‘during 
periods of high pollution. 4r 
Another study conducted by the Sustainable Energyand 
Economic Development programme in Peshawar tells'us 
that almost 60 percent of the air pollution comes from 
transport-related activities, followed by dust, industry and 
household wood burning. 
A similar study by Urban Unit, Punjab, suggests that 
almost 80 percent of the air pollution in Lahore emanates 
from transport vehicles, and the rest from industry and 
agriculture. Interestingly, however, the focus of the 
government for reducing air pollution is on agriculture and 
industry and not transport. 
The shift of the needle on air pollution in Peshawar and 
Lahore shall need top-level political commitment, strong 
advocacy, administrative measures and financial 
resources, 


successful projects globally. 

The Environmental Kuznets Curve (EKC) hypothesis 
suggests that as an economy grows, environmental 
degradation initially increases but eventually 
decreases as society becomes wealthier and more 
capable of investing in cleaner technologies. Applying 


with appropriate policies and investments, the country 
can transition to a more sustainable transport system. 
However, this requires substantial commitment from 
the government, private sector, and the public to 
prioritize environmental sustainability (Springer) 
Historical data from other countries support this 
“hypothesis, where initial industrial growth led to high 
ution levels, but subsequent investments in green 
fologies and stricter environmental regulations 
cleaner air and water. 
the private sector can play a crucial role in 
ation and investment in sustainable 
4 Companies can invest in electric 
g, renewable energy for public 
transport; and city technologies to enhance 
an mol  Publie-private partnerships (PPPs) can 
|@acilitate the'deyelopment of large-scale infrastructure 
, Such’as metro systems and electric bus fleets, 
ining public. fundi With private sector 
innovation ~~ 
In con řaddressi e environmental impact of 
Pakistan's rt sector ts @rucial for improving air 
quality, public tiealth and®bverall sustainability. By 
adopting a comprehensive approach that includes 
promoting sustainable transportation, improving 
infrastructure, implementing regulatory measures and 
enhancing public awareness, Pakistan can reduce its 
carbon footprint and contribute to global efforts to 
combat climate change. The journey towards a cleaner 
and greener future requires collective action and long- 
term commitment to achieve lasting positive outcomes 
for the environment and future generations. By 
prioritizing green transport initiatives and fostering a 
culture of sustainability, Pakistan can become a 
healthier, more resilient and prosperous society. 


The writer is Administrative Head at World Times 
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“| found my experience at Wy 
very enlightening in various 
aspects.” 


Aliza (PAS) 
10th in Pakistan; CSS 2023-24 


JWT Editorial Board 
in the written | scoring, what was Your 
part of the CSS | strategy to get through these 
exam? | very papers? 


Aliza: I believe itis | Aliza: I invested my efforts 
A | “es b et t e r| equally in compulsory ang 
i Jahangir's World. Times JWT); (paterprRtation of the question | optional subjects. I also focused | 
4 First of all, please tlas about “statgment}Writing high-quality | on some tricks for scoring goog | 
| your educational bac! Gund. ceheht and (making a good | marks. Most aspirants skip 
| Aliza: | graduated in ology b. ~ some topics of compulson 
from the University of thes subjects. However, I did not go 
Punjab, Lahore. Detailed Marks Sheet for aulvetive study os | 
JWT: As you have been Subject preparation was not about 
allocated to Pakistan important topics or top 20-30 
Administrative Service (PAS), | siestions. 
what was the most attractive 
feature of this service for you? Current Affairs i 9 IWJ:]How did you structure 
Aliza: The PAS offers | |lPakistan Affairs 7 2 > im OP F what was your 
opportunities to get directly | |[Islamiat T stra ety for Precis and 
involved with the public at the | |{Optional Subjects Z @Pmposition Paper? 
grassroots level. Intemational Relations Aliza,Right from the outline, my 
Criminology ess@yywas simple and \{ had 
JWT: How was your experience | {|Gender Studies i clarity and connectivity 
at the World Times Institute? History of USA I prepared each part of Précis 
Aliza: It was great! I joined W11 Un Abe z | paper even if it was of 5 marks. 
for preparation of compulsory | hve woos at Miten [733 | Practice and evaluation are 
subjects and then their test G necessary for this paper 
pe i rand Total 
series, This test series proved to | 
be a key ingredient of my vE | JWT: What was the k our 
successin the CSS written exam. presentatlonofyouranewer, phenomenal success nas 
JWT: Generally, compils | Aliza: Persistence and a 
JWT: What, in your opinion, is | Subjects are considered te | Connection with Allah Almis 
the key to making a difference Considered low- | were the keys. Another key W 
Selection of optional 2.Overlappin: il 
napra (oem 7. | 
onsider 4 things: . Your interest 
4. Length of Bier Notes-making Hele you can along with 
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Advice for fresh aspirants 


Don't tell everybody about your goals, Work hard in secret and let your success make the noise. Always believe in Allah 
Almighty. Ifyou ever feel demotivated, talk to Him; tell Him your problem, instead of people. 


Rapid Fire 


evaluation of précis, 


our inspiration My cousin 


comprehension and 


02 


University of the Punjab, Lahore _ 


translation on a daily 
basis. Attempting full 
questions keeping in 


nglish 


consideration past 


Your study schedule Making Shorts goals every day 


papers is very important 


Your sources 


Mainlyinternet and magazines 


as well. 


Academy or Institute you! 


Wor Times Institute (for written exam) 
joined 


What areas should they 


o 
1. PAS 2APPS. FSP 


Group preferences 


focus on while 
preparing for the CSS 
exam? 


Aliza: Grammar, Current 


Games, watching Kedramas 
rophet Morene 


lower 


Affairs, full preparation 


ke your eVes off your 


icles are these Fightfal. lings you see when 
als.” — Henry Ford 


(not selective). 


bond.With Allah Almighty 


WT: How should one 


write answers to get 


discipline and perseverance; I 
was determined to achieve my 
goal by making short-term 
goals and ensuring their timely 
achievement. 


JWT: How should a new 
aspirant start his/her 
Preparations? 

Aliza: Prepare grammar and 
Précis and Composition paper, 
along with reading newspapers. 
Start writing practice right from 
the beginning; otherwise, it will 
bean Achilles' heel for you. 


JWT: What should be an ideal 
aed for a new aspirant to 

Sound preparation for 
the CSS exam?” a 
‘I think they should make 
tterm goals and be 
fs Written practice is 
€ssential. They, in the 
» Should go for the l 
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"| answer s] 


maximum marks? 

i Aliza: Break questions 
into different parts and answer 
them, accordingly. Work on 
paper presentation and quality 
contesft, Do analysis; your 
id not include only 
E ts'and diagrams. 


JwreSireula there be some 
word fait kept in mind while 
writing answers? 

Aliza: No, every question has 
different parts. You need to 
address them. Maintain a 
balance in your 4 questions of 
paper. & 


My Interview Experience 
It was good. | remained 


| | confident with a smile on my 


face the whole time. 


Questions were discussion- 
based. There were also 
some tricky questions. 
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everal economists have, time and again, ried 
that the virtuous cycle of economic growth, 
employment generation and poverty reduction 
in Pakistan has to be sustained for at least the next 
decade to bring about a lasting and benign change in 
our economic landscape. However, in addition to other 
constraints facing the national economy, the percepti- 
ble phenomenon of growing shortages faced by the 
various sectors of the economy in right skills has not 
drawn much attention. 
Against this background, today's Pakistan faces a 
serious problem to deal with: its highly skilled 
professionals are either leaving.or want to leave the 
country for better opportunities @broad. According to 
the Economic Survey 2023-24, the number of ‘highly 
skilled’ individuals seeking € loyment abroad 
surged from 20,865 in 2022 to™45,687 in 2023, 
marking a 119% increase, Similarly, the report noteda 
26.6% rise in the” Hparture of ‘highly: qualified’ 
individuals from the. oO. during the same, period: 
The Gulf Cooperation Council countfies “particularly 
Saudi Arabia and the Unit€d Arab Emigates, host 
approximately 96% of registered Pakistaniworkéts for 
overseas employment. en F. 
In 2023, the Bureau of Emigratidn and Overseas 
Employment (BE&OE) and Overseds. «Employment 
Corporation (OEC) registered 862,625 Éofkéys for 
overseas employment, reflecting an overall 4% 
increase compared to 2022. Notably, there was an 817% 
rise in unskilled categories, while the number of 
skilled workers registered for overseas employment 
decreased from 347,733 in 2022 to 314,932 in 2023. 
Although these people will play a pivotal role in the 
economy through remittance contributions - crucial 
for poverty alleviation - enhanced living standards 
and increased consumption, yet their exodus results 
in skill shortages in the country. Due to this problem, 
approximately 50% of industrial units are either 
Partially or fully closed which, in turn, means there is 


SHORTAGE 


me 


PERIL TO PAKISTAN'S 
COMPETITIVENESS 
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Ansar Hafeez 
scarcity of suitable jobs for highly qualified and 
skilled individuals. 

So, at present, Pakistan's labour market is awash with 


unskilled labour force. It is better for their families 
and even Pakistan, if these unskilled workers find 
work abroad. But the global market for unskilled or 
semi-skilled jobs is fully saturated, and these job, pan 


rare to find anywhere in the world. 
Most low-skilled Pakistani workers are working in the 


Gulf. But these economies are now recruiting qualifieg 
doctors, engineers, accountants and nurses, Our Pool 
of unemployed, low-skilled or unskilled workforce is 
increasing. 
Pakistan does need doctors, engineers, nurses and 
accountants in large numbers. They are needeq in 
rural areas where most of them do not want to moye 
The problem is compounded by the lack of attractive 
salaries and opportunities in rural areas. This, Coupled 
with limited social amenities, discourages them from 
working there. 
Highly skilled professionals leave the country with 
| «heir immediate family and seldom send money 
cept in cases where they have their parents back 
home. After a few years in the Middle East, they usually 
migrate to Western countries and settle there perma- 
nentlyrsThe. attraction of home remittances from 
ighly skil[@dworkers is not so high. 


is the wAn labourers who send most of their 
meagre e: sto their families for their monthly 


ex] sess This source of income may slowly dr 
their demand wane§. 

Phe highly skilled worldorce badly needed in Pakistan 
Js going abroad insearch j tye The educated see their 
future in any cotintry-buttheir own. In recent vears, 
Pakistań has descehded into economic and volitical 
chaos. EBerts say that évéry skilled person who leaves 
| a poor nationTeaves a hfe that cannot be filled. & 


of staff. 


as 
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The amount of humanitarian aid collected 4 | 
worldwide falls short of the need 


In an international system facing crises, the amount of 
humanitarian aid collected is not enough to heal the wounds 
of those who are suffering 


August 


World 
Humanitorion 
Day 

Number of people in need of humonitarian assistance in the world (Million) 


PT 363.3 
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Egypt's first female nuclear physicist 


; ; Ayeza Fatima 
cience and the technology it enables have always First, she came up with the historic equation that 
had a close relationship with warfare. But World 


would break the atoms of cheap metals such as c opper 
War Il saw science's destructive power raised to | — a discovery that would help in making the medical 

new levels. As the threat of nuclear annihilation | applications of nuclear technology, such as X-rays, 
remained high for much of the Geld/War, manyinthe cheaper. Much of her research on nuclear energy 
public became uneasy with their govemments andthe | focused on medical applications, which included 
scientists working for them. Many Bhysi ists realized shortening patient X-ray exposure times and making 
that the nuclear genie was out of the bottle ‘and they | X-ray procedures more mobile and flexible. 
tried to spin nuclear,teghnology more posTtively.by The second important thing she did whilst in the UK 
focusing on the advahéés it enabled-in energy or was organize the Atomic Energy for Peace Confer- 
medicine. One such scientiSt was Egyp first female. |» ence. This conference was sparked by her very deep 
nuclear physicist Dr. Samééra Moussa who uid to lise’, Concern regarding the developments she saw in 
radioactive material for goOd“andymade-effores) to | Atomic weapons and so she put out a call to the 
involve the public in that choice. “.* >y œ — “international community under the slogan “Atoms 
Dr. Sameera Moussa was a strong’propgnent of using | for’Peace” which was later adopted by President 
nudear technology for peace. She once said, “Ill make | Dwight Fisenhower in a 1953 speech. This speech 
nuclear treatment as available and as cheapas jaSpirin.” wos go. ‘on to'treate the ideological foundations for 
Her story is one of dedication and compassion# # 


organizatior e the International Atomic Energy 
Bom in Gharbia on March 3, 1917, Moussa lost fer | Agehey and the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 


mother as a young child to cancer. Her family, then”, Nuclea> Weapons which both aim to promote 
moved to Cairo, where she attended both primary and 


peaceful usé of nucledt. energy and achieve nuclear 
secondary school. She joined the Faculty of Sciences at 


| Aisarmament arðund the world to this very day. One 
Cairo University and graduated from there in 1939 with | If the1950s, Moussa was ifvited to the United States 


a BSc in Radiology with First Class Honors after | on a Fulbright schél€rship in recognition of being a 
Tesearching the effects of X-ray radiation on | pioneenfh, the: fieldvof atofhic research. She was hosted 
various materials. Dr. Moustafa by the University of Ciria, Berkeley and allowed 
Mousharafa, the first dean of the to visit the country's secret nuclear facilities. She 
faculty, saw great promise in was offered US citizenship alongside several 
Moussa and helped her to opportunities to work and live there, but she 
become a lecturer in the is reported to have turned them all down. 
faculty even before she had Sadly, Moussa never made it back home 
completed her doctoral to Egypt and died at the very young age 
degree. She became the first of 35 in a mysterious car crash on her 
woman to work and hold a post at way to a nuclear facility she had 
Cairo University and the first to been invited to. Following her 
obtain a PhD in Atomic Radiation. death in 1953, she was honoured 
During the mid-1940s, Moussa by the Egyptian Army and in 
was sent to the UK to finish her 1981, was awarded the Order of 
PhD, where she made two Science and Arts, First Class, by 
contributions that continue to then President Anwar Sadat. @ 
impact our lives to this very day. The writer is a student ai 
UMT, Lahore 
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1 EXAM PACK | 
JWT Editorial Board 
Josie World Times detailed lectures about psycho- 
GWT): First of all, please tell “ " logical and final interviews. That 
something about your Tha NTI Sen halnial became my guide. 
educational background. 


because they had 
uploaded detailed 
lectures about 
psychological and-final 
interviews, That became 
My guide.” - 


JWT: What, in your opinion, is 
the key to making a difference 
in the written part of the PMS 
exam? 

ZBA: Id say research. Instead of 
relying on notes only, every 
aspirant should do proper 
research to collect the latest facts 
and data about all the important 
topics. 


Zahra Batool Awan (ZBA): | have 
done LLB from Punjab University, 
Lahore ~ I am a 4 times gold 
medallist in LLB. 1 simultaneously 
Studied Masters and MPhil 
Political Science from GCU 
Lahore, and was the gold medal- 
listin both these degrees, too. 


JWT: Why did you decide to go 
for the PMSexam? ? 
ZBA: I took only one competitive 
exam and that was PMS (Punjab); 
My reason for the selection of this 
is that I wanted to serye locally 
and stay closer to ‘my’ family 
whilst also serving sOcieg¥. PMS 
was the optimum option fof that, 
so] went for it. eo. 


JWT: What was your overall 
strategy for cracking the PMS 
exam? 

ZBA: Since I had a lot of experi- 
ence as a freelance writer, the 
indirect practice of English 
writing helped me secure 
excellent marks in English 
papers. For Islamiat and Pakistan 
Affairs, I believe my habit of 
making cross-sectional studies 
proved fruitful. For GK paper, I'd 
say one should prepare for the 
MCQs separately. 
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JWT: How helpful did you find 
the World Times Institute in 
your preparation for the PMS 
exam? 

ZBA: I was doing my MPhil when I 
started preparing for competitive ~ 
exams. At the same time, I got $i Già 
recruited as a lecturer through § 4 Z h { 
PPSC, but got posted in a remote | r | raj 
area. So, the only medium of F + 
preparation available to me was f 
online sources. That's when I 
came across the YouTube 
channel of World Times. | found it 
very comprehensive, and given those points. It was definitely 
my educational Ema unique and analytical. I kept the 
could prepare my su k wording very simple. 

without any additional guidance. Moreover, when it For précis paper, it all ee carn now much one 
came to the interview, Iagain found the WT's BouTobe polishes one’s skills. English is not a difficult subject i! 
channel very helpful because they had uploaded Sania A it enaieh, 


How did you structure 
your Essay and what was your 
stra “for Précis and 
T4 tomposipióp paper? 
= ZBA: Thad'jofted down the main 
péints inan economist's inter- 
| view thet)I heard on WTI's 
Z Youtu®e Channel, so I structured 
my whole essay on ‘Inflation’ on 


My Interview Experience i 
the interview which lasted for about 25 minutes, the panellists asked me questions from diverse fields ; 
ranging from literature to history and from politics to current affairs. | performed very well as | scored 147 marks 
terview while the highest score in our batch was 148. So, an interview can be aced if you're confident 
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During 


in the ini 
and keep your calm. 
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Selection of optional subjects 


Go for the subjects you know about best; not what others 
are telling you to pursue. 
Notes-Making 


Make concise notes, They are the only ones you are going 


JWT: What was the key to your phenomenal success? 
ZBA: Working on my skillset during my educational 
journey! 


JWT: How should a new aspiant 
start his/her preparations? < /_ 

ZBA: One should first learn aboyr 
Pakistan's history and current issttes# 
For this, I would recommend explor- 
ing the WTI's OTN a Ga 


- 
JWT: What should by» 


timetable for a new aspif: 
sound preparation fo: 


exam? s E i: 
ZBA: I believe everyone knows thef 
timetable the best. If one is used 
reading the newspaper, regularly. 
watches informative lectures and 
videos, one’s timetable is going to be 
completely different froma newbie’s. 


JWT: What areas should the new aspirants focus on 
while preparing for the PMS exam? `~ 
ZBA: They should expand their knowledge base, be it 
through newspapers, some mentor, informative 


Rapid Fire 


to be able to revise 
Revision 


YouTube channels, 
source they can find, 


Detailed Marks Sheet 


j||2. Sociology | 

aen rae 

|__4 © Grand Total 917A} 
————— el 


Your qualification MPhil (Pol. Science) andLLB 


Various victories in Moot Competitions 


|I know my weaknesses well 


My mother 
| Heights by Emily Brontë 


“To cultivate fruit of wisdom, prepare 


dedicatii 


rd work and 
Muhammad Ali 


the soil of your heart with virtues like honesty.” 
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Cover fewer topics if you lack time, but don't gotothe $ 
examination hall without revision. Short notes are easier | 
to revise. Keep going through them ; 


ChatGPT, Google or whatever 


JWT: How should answers be 
written to get maximum marks in 
the written part of the PMS exam? 
ZBA: Even before the PMS exam, I 
had adopted a strategy of making a 
concise synopsis and writing it 
before the detailed answer. I would 
try to add the latest information and 
practical examples in my answers. 
That is only possible if one starts 
thinking analytically. 


JWT: Should there be some word 
limit kept in mind while writing 
answers? 

ZBA: In the PMS exam, my answers 
sranged from 6 to 8 pages. E 


LO ) AdvicftórEresh Aspirants 


Būild»a”þassion 46 Jearn, not just pass an 
exam= This is going t6 open many doors for 
=) 
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ahangir's World Tiimeg(JW7): Pigãgepel usabous 
your educational bai d. `~ 


I pleted a BE in Civil 
a Jamshoro, nepe the 


Azizullah Jamro (AJ 
Engineering from Mehran 
3rd position in mybatch. -u 
JWT: How long did it take you toyprepare for Assi®- 
tant Executive Engineer (Local ae a Depatt- 
ment, Sindh) exam? s 
AJ: Since my graduation, I have been preparing for 
various competitive exams, including CSS and®MS, To 
enhance my preparation, | joined the WTI in 2022.{1t 
took me about a month to prepare for those. It required 
less time because | had already prepared for three out 
of the eight subjects—English, Pakistan Affairs and 
Islamiat—during my CSS preparation. Hence, during 
that month, I mainly focused on my technical Civil 
Engineering subjects. 
JWT: What were your principal resources for the 
preparation for this exam? 
AJ: My primary resources included World Times 
lectures, notes and their YouTube channel. However, 
for the technical side, I revisited my university lectures 
and referred to materials related to past SPSC Engi- 
neering cadre exams. 
JWT: How was your experience at the World Times 
Institute? 
AJ: My experience at WTI was crucial as I learned valuable 
techniques of attempting papers, presenting answers 
and, ultimately, scoring well in written exams. WTI 
helped me not only in covering general subjects but also 
in understanding how to approach technical subjects, 
which contributed to my high scores in the written exam. 
The mock papers and guidance on how to attempt and 
a ee were particularly beneficial, 

: How shoul e! ira 4 ; 
for the various price MEN PERRINE lbs 
AJ: 1 would advise new aspirants, especially those with 
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Confabulating with 


Azizullah 
Jamro 


Assistant Executive Engineer 
Local Government Department, 
Sindh 


“My primary resources 
included World Times lectures, 
notes and their 
YouTube channel.” 


JWT Editorial Boarg 


an engineering background, to first build a strong grip 


“on general subjects. Additionally, they must focus on 


paper presentation skills as it can significantly boost 
‘written exam scores. 
JWT What areas should they focus on? 
Aj: They, should focus on mastering the art of paper 
presentation, aiming to write answers that are at least six 
pages long. “They must also pay special attention to 
e skillşóf waiting in English. Do not underestimate 
Essay writing/ey€n if it's a 20-mark question—always 
includevan outline, as itisa major focus of examiners. 
JWT: What strategy sould the in-job aspirants adopt 
‘as they, ave geant time ag their disposa 
»In-job a8pirants.should try to dedicate at least 2 
urs daily to revising theipSybjects. As the exam date 
approaches, they should efigdge in rigorous writing 
practtediaugh no babers 
JWT: How did younHiand® the inter» 
while before Uf panel? ® F 


AJ: I had participated in humerous mock interviews, 
ring the 


ssure 


er confidently are essential. 
JWT: Please share some questions th lists 
asked during the interview. 

AJ: My Interview revolved around four areas: introduc- 
tory questions, degree-related questions, Uë neral 
Knowledge and job-related questions. For those 
appearing in interviews, 1 would suggest thal they 
Should focus on detailed info about their district, have 
a grip on final degree and learn detailed information 
about concerned department and job description They 
should appear in as many mock interviews as they C 
Furthermore, they should remain calm and compose 
well dressed and well-spoken to score high. 8 
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that one cannot ali (S) or Intuitive (N) 
but one may modify, a 0 (T) or Feeling (F) 
acquired part of personality throug . or Perceiving (P) 
sure, training, networking, socializatio s } everest 
efforts made in the right direction. 4 Tabl 
The Myers-Briggs Personality Type Indicator (Mi Te ‘able 1 
self-report inventory designed to identify a p 
personality type, strengths and preferences, di 
personality into 16 types along with respective 
strengths, weaknesses, preferences and dislikes. The 
MBTI originated from the questionnaire developed by 
Isabel Myers and her mother Katherine Briggs, who 
were fascinated by Carl Jung's theory of personality 


erts 


types. This psychological instrumentis widely used by Politics 

recruiting agencies across the world to assess the Business 

applicant's personality type. This is relevant for all Law : 

those appearing for Central Superior Services (CSS) coe cules vens SS 
and Provincial Management Service (PMS) exams, as | | Pare evelopment professionals 
they are likely to be judged on MBTI. Hence, it is | , Scientists 

necessary to refine and reshape one's personality | , Judges 

according to the requirements of the psychological |. Librarians 


assessment, which is done prior — 


to the viva voce. i 
One thing should be noted here: 


Introvert 
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“The following are the criteria to define the personality 


nd to their surroundings and the 


here that one may be a mixture 
i chgpa teristics and the ratios of 
‘from person to person. 


oriented oughtoriented 


no personality type is good or 
bad. What matters is which 


Interactions, even random ones [Enjoy deep and meaningful social interacton®, 
[Feel energized afier sponding ime with os recharged after spending time done _ 


personality type is suited to re enn neds orlinks Have few but deep fiends =| 
which career option. l 7 5 
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Table: 2 Sensing 


ocus on facts and realities 


Intuitive 
[eam rom thair fve sensas [Lear fom therinhiivecapabilies | 
njoy thinking about possibilities 
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% Efficient and responsible 

Caring and supportive for 
their loved ones 

* Believe in robust social 
relationships 

% Helpfuland loyal 


Enjoy getting hands-on experience |More visionary and thinking about future 


4. ISFP (Introvert + Sensing 


Think in abstract theori 


+ Feeling + Perceiving) 


Accountants 
Writers 

IT developers 
Sensing versus Intuitive 
How people gather information from their surround- 


ings — Table 2 @ | 
Thinking versus feeling b M4 
How people make decisions on the basfs of informa- 


tion gathered from their sensing and [intuitive 
capabilities — Tablé 34 Y q 
Judging versus Percé wg 
How people deal wit world afound. them = 
Table 4 LU = 
Picking any one of the characteristics giver from each 


of the four criteria and putting them, in a combination, 
there are 16 personality types/comBinations that have 


beenexplained one by one as under” gv | = 
1. ISTJ (Introvert + Sensing + Thinking +Jui 

% Reserved and practical ri d 

% Loyal T" 

2 Orderly de 


Have deep respect for structure and tradition 

Reliable 

@ Have arational outlook on life 

@ Follow themethodical approach 

* Conscience-oriented 

2. ISTP (Introvert + Sensing + Thinking + Perceiving) 

* Highly independent 

* Pursue their goals without 
external support 

* Enjoy new experiences 

# Interested in first-hand 
lei 

Love to explore things with 
their own hands and eyes 

* Approach problems directly | 


Table: 3 


isten more to their mind 


e 
Le Have aclear sense of their values 


8 j: 

i pag ge I 
ioñateaħd non-| 

| eee teaħdnon: 


le 
+ 


Thinking 


[Make decisions based on facts and data 


Tend to be consistent, logical and imp 


ly dismiss emotional responses in the 
les 


 Idealistic 

* They strive to make this world a better place 

* True artists 

* Very interesting personalities with the ability to 
find joy in everyday life 

~ Fair and open-minded 

 Unassuming and humble 

+ Keep their daily routine flexible 

* Go-with-the-flow mentality 

* Embrace differences 

5. INF] (Introvert + Intuitive + Feeling + Judging) 

* Thoughtful and imaginative 

Idealistic and principled 


sake decisions according to their own wisdom and 
i ion 
? esr by injustices 

Sensitive to criticism 


> 


+ Intuitive + Feeling + Perceiving) 
ded and imaginative 


ritad Spational responses to music, art 


PEENE 
tri 3 ee ee 


Icy 


ntal 


gor KN sts fall in this category 
7.INT ert+ Ingitive + Thinking + Judging) 
Highly cal P e . 


Feeling 


[Make their decisions based on their 
lemotions and likes/ dislikes 


isten more to their heart 
lue emotions more than principles 


onal 


and seek straightforward 


Solutions 
K rend trial-and-error method of learning 
fer to work at their own Pace and on their own | 
terms | 
= pas Socialize beyond what is necessary | 
* Dedicated ‘ | 


© Readyto defend their loved ones 
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+ Creative 


© Analytical 

 Intellectually curious 

* Consistently work towards enhancing their 
intellectual abilities 

Often driven by the intense desire to master any 
area of their interest 

* Base their beliefs on solid evidence and reasoning 

+ Prefer to make their own discoveries 
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8. INTP (Introvert + 
Intuitive + Thinking + 
Perceiving) 

> Flexible thinkers 
Generally, take an 
unconventional 
approach towards 
many aspects of life 
Follow less trodden 
paths 

Remain completely immersed in their thoughts 
Some of the most famous thinkers and scientists 
fall inthis category. LD 

SUESTE (raone alni ‘pfinking + Perceiving) 
 Energeticand action-oriented g 
© Doers, unlike thinkers wa a. 
Vibrant individuals with spontaneousenergy 
© Donotwaste ee eee about the } 

© Keep their attentioff rooted in the present ¢ 5 


Table; 4 Judging 


Profer structure and firm decisions 
Like order, decisivenass and certal 


> 


+ 


> 
© 


Siart by setting clearly defined goals and making ‘concrete Plans 
a enough te fo research, plan and gathor resources 


Perceiving 


More open, flexible and adaptable 


æ% Often radiate positive energy that attracts other 
people 

14, ENFJ (Extrovert 

Protagonist 

~ Bornleaders , 

* Strive to have positive influence on others and the 
world around them 

~ Tend to have strong ideas and values 

“ Many notable politicians, statesmen, coaches and 
mentors fall in this category 

“ Charismatic, passionate and inspiring 

15. ENTP (Extrovert + Intuitive + Thinking + 


+ Intuitive + Feeling + Judging) 


© Are not interested ry, abstract eoncepis.and Stash 
complex discussions“ 4 { = | Bere 4 J 
æ Notafraid to take chañcesánd actontheinimpulses os Curious and flexible thinkers 
10. EST] (Extrovert + ing judging) | ff% Like to take intellectual challenges 
Excellent administrators and ers ND y ek-witted and audacious 
Representatives of tradition ando; Gai 


Embrace the value of honesty and dẹdication » ~ 

Happily lead the way on difficult e 

Do not give up when things become stre: d 

Believe in the rule of law and do not suceumb.to 

pressure easily Je 

Stick to their principles and law w 

4 Hate incompetence, laziness and cheating 

11. ESFP (Extrovert + Sensing + Feeling + Perceiving) 

Spontaneous, enthusiastic and energetic people 

Love vibrant experiences 

% Inclined towards putting on a show for others 

% Appear tobe comfortable in the spotlight 

% Entertainers who love to have fun with their friends 

+ Very goodaesthetic sense 

% Focused on immediate pleasures 

12. ESFJ (Extrovert + Sensing + Feeling + Judging) 

¢ Caring, social and community-minded 

% Eager to help others 

+ Form close bonds with people who share the same 
values and opinions 

~ Hospitable and possess good manners 

Generous and reliable 

13. ENFP (Extrovert + Intuitive + Feeling + 

Perceiving) 

Enthusiastic, creative and sociable 

Tend to embrace big ideas and actions 

+ Open-hearted and open-minded 

% Enjoy meaningful and emotional connections 

æ Believe in the power of networking 


eee oe 


+ 


eT O r 
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+ Intuitive + Thinking + Judging) 


eand strong-willed 
ñ and accomplishments 
hind a common goal 
e ics and self-confidence 
Lin this category 
ood orbad SIAN type. Each person- 
h 


gths, weaknesses and 
is created every person 


nt. g 16 personality types, 


One may make conscious efforts to mak: 0" 
Personality balanced and multidimensional. One ™*Y 
take a test to find one's personality 19è 
https://www. 16personalities,com/personality U 05 
One should learn to behave according to the demands 
of the situation, irrespective of one's personality t pè! 
hope that this awareness of personality types will help 
you in reshaping, refining and balancing your pers?” 
ality. 

The writer is a civil servant, belonging to the Police 
Service of Pakistan (PSP), He can be reached at 
asimjasraa@gmail.com 
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THE 


FRENCH 


THE IRRESISTIBLE UPRISING 


K 


The French Revolution, a time of social andy /political upheaval in France andits colonies, was characterized by significant 
changesin the country's political, social, and e€onomic: systems, ag Well as profound cultural and intellectual transforma- 
tions. During this period, French people destroyedafid temade their nation's politicatenvironment, toppling centuries-old 
structures like theabsolute monarchy and the feudal system. The evolution had aprofound impact not only on France but 
also on the rest of Europe and the world, inspiring other movements for jiBerty, equalityand democracy. In the instant 


write-up, the author has shed light on some major causes ofthi@epoch-making eet A 


lg Quratulain Malik 


“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it | tion necessary?” or “WéSthis revolution inevitable?” 

was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it | The socioztonomic-and political landscape of pre- 
was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, | Tevolution Fraffce indee® painted a very bleak 
it was the season of light, it was the season of dark- picture. The Frenchmen not only faced social issues 


ness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of | but were also victims of economic challenges gushed 
forth by the ineptness of the Bourbon dynasty, sins 


despair,” so writes the renowned English novelist 

Charles Dickens in his 'A Tale of Two Cities’, reflecting of which were hard to be forgiven; thereby making 
on the era of the French Revolution. One can hardly l Glee 
contradict this juxtaposition, for indeed the latter half Reasons rendering the revolution inevitable can be 
of the 18th century was tumultuous yet progressive in numer Die. aa eA 
every possible sense. It was a time when humanity The pre-revolution France was crisply structured 
endured great suffering yet also experienced remark- through a pyramid in which the clergy occupied the 
able evolution. This age witnessed both progression | uppermost echelon, followed by the nobility, both of 
and retrogression, each seeming imminent in its own which enjoyed perks and privileges. However, these 
right. While reflecting upon this particular event, | perks were carved out from the constant and brutal 
multiple questions appear on one's intellectual | exploitation of the peasantry - the lowest segment in 
horizon. One of these questions is: “Was this revolu- | the hierarchy of the Ancien Régime. This class, although 


revolution irresistible. 


www.jworldtimes.com September 2024 nm 


Join Our PDF Group 0332-5339708 PDFs Material For CSS PMS FPSC 
Beanscanner 


Shared using Xodo PDF Reader and Editor 


Sale on CSS PMS Books (aghazetaleem 
LEX 


eet ESIS yet politically attenuated, lived in 
$ 0 gg ing hard to survive while supporting the 
Tee lifestyle of clergy and nobility, 
is unequal distribution of wealth and power fed into 

the frustration and resentment of the peasantry, who 
bore the brunt of the socio-economic burden. It was 
this growing discontent that wasn't addressed by the 
powerful strata of society, nor could it be bottled up by 
the weakest one; hence, making revolution inevitable. 
2. Undue Taxation on the Third Estate 
Until the Revolution, the French society was subjected 
to varying degrees of taxation levied by the king, the 
church and the nobility. And the system of assess- 
ment, collection and remittaneé pf taxes to the king 
was no less than a disaster. Thigsystem was conceived 
by the people to be “both a mystery and accountable to 
no one,” and had the complexities that “almost defy 
description”. Taxes were rarely levied ac€ording tothe 
principles set in the decree and those also. varled from 
area to area across theventire country. For i nce, 
average per capita direct gaxation diffe by as Much 
as 400 percent between parts of Brittany ard Guyenney 
and the gabelle - the infamọüsysalt tax - varied from 
zero in some places to 10'timês the pyice of the sarin 
others. To crown it all, the peasafttry was not; only 
bearing the burden of this taxation but was also paying 
eight times the fair share of these takgs just to 
compensate for the exemption of clergy and‘nobility. 
The directand indirect taxation in the férm of 
gabelle, taille, vingteime and © 
seigneurial dues coaxed the 
commoners to see revolu- 

tion as the only remedy 
against this state- | 
sanctioned] 
overexploitation. 
3. Revolutionary 
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thought-provoking writings of philosopher 
‘The stellar role played by noted philosophers served 


as another reason to instigate the revolution or rather 
rendered ft requisite. The anti-clerical publications of 
Voltaire, coupled with the liberalist perspective of 
John Locke and the democratic ideology of Rousseau, 
got transferred to the Third Estate. They galvanized 
them to the point of starting a revolution altogether, 
Hence, one agrees with Kettleby, who opines, “The 
writers of all kind inspired the French Revolution.” 


4. Meteorological events 
In 1782, a volcano erupted in Iceland. This eruption 


severely impacted the climate of European countries, 
Concomitantly, Europe had to face severe winters in 
the subsequent years. Mismanagement in France 
multiplied the crisis of winters and the Kingdom had to 
face poor grain harvests that culminated in a signifi- 
cant rise in bread prices. The poverty-stricken 
Frenchmen, thus, saw revolution as the only way to cut 
the cords of inflation. 
5. Prodigal habits of the royal family 
In the early morning of October 6, 1789, hundreds of 
‘|pstarving, defiant women and men (some disguised as 
women) from Paris stormed the Palace of Versailles, the 
legen ily extravagant seat of government in France. 
They“ tore through the gilded halls, beating and 
beheading palace guards, displaying one grisly head on 
re The'extravagant taste of the French royal family 
Guring slg late 18th century had dire conse- 
*} quences for the peasantry. While Louis XVI and 
Mart, ‘Antoinéjte indulged in opulent renova- 
tions of the Palace of Versailles - transforming it 
RES 
j\, into a_-symbol ol ‘ayagant luxury - the 
ommon people reeling under c 
1 ty. ThesQueen's excessive spending on 
Ae couture,With her elaborate gowns and 
hairstyles, further exemplified the disparity 
b etween the Monarchy and the impover 


ished populace. 
F o r instance, the construc- 


tion of the Grand 
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Trianon, a lavish retreat for the royal family, epito- 


fail to make informed and effective decisions can 


jl 3 he deterioration of political institutions 
lence of their lifestyle, while the cost of | contribute to t 

mar E grandeur was supported by heavy and the erosion of public trust.” This best fits the 

maint; AE ETA context of the French Revolution, where the poor 

Pera policies of Louis XVI and Louis XIV policy choices of Louis XVI and Louis XIV plunged 


Francis Fukuyama maintains, “Political leaders who 


TIMELINE OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 


FROM THE TO THE 
FALLOFTHE exo W emo RISEAND FALL 
OF NAPOLEON 


MONARCHY Po 


1789-1751 


Reign of Terror Phase 


France into severe poverty and diminished its interna- 


tional standing. These decisions led to 
widespread public scepticism and 
resentment regarding the credibility 
of the monarchy, ultimately resulting 
in the overthrow of the kings. One of 
the relevant examples to better 
demonstrate the inept policies of the 
monarchy is France's participation in 
the American War of Independence. 
The unnecessary participation was 
borne out of pure hatred towards 
Great Britain. This particular war 
incurred France a loss of 1.066 million 
lives. Similarly, the uninformed 
decision of market deregulation 
promulgated by Louis XVI further 
raised the prices of bread throughout 
the country. Hence the bad governance 
solicited the revolution - as rightly 
maintained by Goethe, “It is not the 


id=people but the bad government 
Monarchy Abolished S Da tauses a revolution.” 
n 7 ` œ ) Conchas) 
Execution of King Louis XVI @ yTo. Aere, it is clear from the 


Convention Declares War on Britain + Feb. 1793 
Reign of Terror Ends + July 1794 


1795-1799 The Directory Phase í 


Sept. 1795 -+ Rise of Napoleon 
New Constitution Adopted 


1799-1815 


Now. 1799 
March 1804 
Dec. 1804 
June 1812 
June 1815 


Join Our Popong. 


“grievai 
f d populace! hè burden of oppressive 


4 Preceding rguments that the French 


Reyotution ‘yis*an essential and 
inevitable e to the severe 
s faced by the French 


taxes, rampant inflation, stark social 
inequality and poor governance of the 
monarchy had created immense 
hardships for the common people. 
These issues, compounded by the 
inability of the monarchy to effectively 
address the crisis, led the Third Estate 
to view revolution as the only viable 
solution. They saw it as a necessary 
means to challenge and overturn the 
entrenched, outdated consciousness 
of the king and the ancien régime, 
which had failed to adapt to the needs 
and demands of a rapidly changing 
society. p) 


The writer is currently serving as an 
AC Customs. 
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Umar Farooq Narejo 


` i is run. It is a soci 
The constitution is the supreme law and is considered an instrument by which a state is run. It is a social 


titution. The 197 
contract that binds people, society and a state to act within the framework of the constitution 3 


i i À r d consists of twelve parts 
constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan is very comprehensive pe dtizens of this state are 


containing 280 articles. Its Chapter 1 enshrines the fundamental rig) Ae T the following wilko-w, the 
entitled to regardless of their religion, caste, creed, sex or place of on stan and the violations A lea 
writer has explored the fundamental rights granted to the citizens al 


often face. 
ess their opinions, form associations, assemble 
expr 


akistan has a written constitution that contains | icipate in elections. They foster 
i s ly and particip: * 
a comprehensive chaptef on fundamental n an d pluralism by protecting the rights of 
ents whith ate pai nights guaranteed by re val ious minorities and ensuring freedom of con- 
state to its citizens. They are inten dato Protect the | reigi science and worship. They encourage 
citizens from any P, social justice and development by 
arbitrary or unjust providing for the right to education, 
action by the state” m health, property and a clean environ- 
its organs. They g ment. Following is a brief on the 
ensure equality before Fundamental fundamental rights contained in the 
the law and equal Constitution of Pakistan: 
protection of the law Article 9: Security of person 
for all citizens This article protects our life and 
regardless of their 3 liberty - the two most important 
religion, caste, creed, ani Their rights of human beings. 
sex or place of birth. fiolation: Many Pakistanis have been 
They safeguard the prived of these rights. For instan e 
dignity and liberty of Security and law-enforcement 
the individual by agencies. continuously violate this 
prohibiting kate @rticle agymanifested by unlawful 
ES eae Alook at what MO ue te) je abduction-ang “extrajudicial killings 
. s Moreover, police department, 
detention. They enunciates and what we have ; ; 
4 whichels supposed to protect the 
promote democracy p f 
people,vialagčs this article by having 


and accountability by 
allowing citizens to “fake enc@anters. This article has 
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remained in the doldrums for years and has failed to 
protect the citizens against those who violate with 


impunity 

Article 10: Safeguards as to arrest and detention 

This article protects citizens against illegal arrest and 
detention. 

Violation: Security agencies do not abide by this 
article in letter and spirit d they do not always 
inform citizens of grounds for such arrests. Although 
it is mandatory to produce a person before a magis- 
trate within 24 hours after the arrest, this clause is 
violated because security agencies often keep citizens 
detained for months. They are, thus, not given the 
opportunity to consult with a”Tggal counsel of their 


This article guarantees the right to a fair trial and due 
process for all citizens, regardless of whether they are 
facing criminal charges or are asserting their civil 
rights and obligations. 

Violation: May 9 riots are indeed a blot on the body 
politic of Pakistan but many civilian suspects were 
arrested by authorities and not all of them were 
produced before the courts. The police have handed 
over 33 civilian suspects to army for trial in military 
courts. This move has been condemned by interna- 
tional organizations such as Humans Rights Watch 
and Amnesty International. However, this is not the 
first time that authorities have decided to trial 
civilians in military courts. In the past, many civilians 


ees faced military trials and were even sentenced by 
them. 
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Article 11: Slavery and forced labour, etc. prohibited 
Clause 4 of this article prohibits child labour and 
enunclates that no child below the age of fourteen 
years shall be engaged in any factory or mine or any 
other hazardous employment 

Violation: The state has failed to implement this 
clause as envisioned by the framers of the constitu- 
tion. It has become common for children below 14 
years of age to work at mechanical and electric shops, 
which is quite dangerous for them. The state has also 
failed to root out human trafficking. 

Article 12: Protection against retrospective punish- 
ment 

Section 2 of the NAB Ordinance, 1999, mentions that it 
will be enforced from Ist January 1985. 

Violation: This retrospective enforcement violates 
article 12 which says any person cannot be punished 


for an al ission thatWas not punishable by law 
at the time ofaet or omission. 

Article 13: Protection against double punishment 
and self-incrimination 

This article also protects citizens from being prose- 
cuted or punished for any offense more than once. 
Violation: When security agencies abduct citizens, 
they force them into self-incrimination and citizens 
are compelled to become witnesses against them- 
selves. 

Article 14: Inviolability of dignity of man 

This article protects the dignity of man and the privacy 
ofahome. 

Violation: It is violated when police raid houses 
without warrants issued by a competent court; they do 
not follow proper procedure. Clause 2 of this article 
protects citizens against torture for evidence, but it 
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has remained ineffective because when citizens are 
arrested, they are most often tortured and humiliated 
for eliciting the evidence. 
Article 15: Freedomof movem 
This Article allows any Pakistani to move freely 
throughout Pakistan and to reside~and settle in any 
part of thecountry. s 

Violation: It is a common obséfatforthat innocent 
people spend years in prison while ising for their 
appeals to be heard and decided. by c6urts* In some 
cases, the accused suffers imprisonment@quiyalent to 
that for charged offense intl his acquittal. Theperiod 
the accused spends 4neprison violates, AFtidles15 


peu it restrains his freedom of movement and it 
so violates article 9 which saves our liberty. 
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tions or unions, x 
Violation: During the rule of Ge eral Zia-ul-Hagq in 


1984, a ban was Imposed on unions around Pakistan 
which was in violation of our fundamental right. The 
civilian governments, too, never paid attention to 
rse such draconian acts and to lifting the ban. 
s, in February 2022, the Sindh 
took the initiative to lift ban on 


revel 
After almost 38 yea 
government, however, 


student unions, = 
Article 18: Freedom of trade, business 


This article grants us the right to doa 


business or enter intoa profession 
Violation: In July 2022, Bilal Kaka was murdered by a 


Pashtun hotel-owner in Hyderabad (Sindh) 
After this gruesome incident, many people 
in different cities of Sindh attacked Pashtun 
hotels and forced them to close their 
businesses and leave Sindh. Here, it is 
“necessary to know that these people were 
Ziolating two constitutional fundamental 
Tights, i.e. Article 15 and Article 18. It is also 
important to mention that we canno 
puni: he whole community for the 
Jóffense of one person; only the offender is 
weve punighment. 
ticle] 9: Pr of speech 
Artiele 19 wee citizen freedom of 
D speech andèxpressido 
_(yilation Most 'citizéns of Pakistan cann 
Ctice it f€€ely due to the restrictions 
imposed by thé state through many laws 
such as“Section, [4X of the Pakistan Pena 
Code(PPC). With fhe rising use of social 
media, it became easier to share ov 
thoughts with more and distant people, bu 
state enacted laws to control activities on 
the internet, e.g., the Prevention of E 
tronic Crimes Act (PECA), 2016. Such la 
` Taise questions about whether we, at 
have the freedom of Speech. And they als: 
create hurdles in raising independent voice 
Aardam sens Tights. This article also go 
Press, but unfortunately, those wi 


have tried to ri B X 
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price. The state has also failed to protect properties of 


civilians against jand-grabbing and  extortionist 


mafias. 


Article 25: Equality of citizens 
‘The wording of this article resembles the definition of 


the rule of law. It says all citizens are equal before the 
law 
Violation: If it is true, then why are only ordinary 
citizens punished for their minor crimes but top 
bureaucrats, politicians, ministers, feudal lords and 
such other influential people go scot-free even after 
committing serious crimes sugh’as money laundering 
and corruption? In this part @f/the world, no law 
applies to the powerful. Furthermore, this article 
promises equal protection by Jay naihich is also a 
myth, as only those who are powerful and belong to 
the elite get protection by public agenéies, such as 
police - we all witneSssthe VIP culture and pPotocols of 
bureaucrats and $dVernment officials, eas 
civilians are left to be@ome victimg)®f crie and 
terrorism. As per a UN repoz Pakistanis pay around 
17 billion dollars in taxes Aor the privileges: and 
protocols of the elite. J o y 
Besides, clause 2 of this article prehibits diŝcriminas 
tion based on gender. The word diScrirgimation means 
to treat unfairly or inequitably in society. je exis- 
tence of this clause is questionable bec iy our 
society, women face discrimination at eVepygstep 
whether it's an educational institution or a private 
company. A law was enacted in 2018 for the protec- 
tion of the transgender community; however, it is 
still unable to practically protect the most 
depressed community against discrimina- 
tion. So, instead of creating new laws, 
government authorities should focus 
on properly implementing previous 
ones, 
Article 25A: Right to education 
Article 25A binds the state to 
Provide free and compul- 
sory education to all 
children aged 5 to 16 
Violation: According 
to a UNICEF report, 
published in September 
2022, Pakistan has the world's 
eat number of out- 
22.8 milion aoe estimated to be 
analarming si dren aged 5 to 16, This is 
enar e pikes itisa fai 
still out of TE a huge number of 
state is not p ee ead 
Performing its dutie: 


lure of the 
f children are 
vidences that the 
S properly and it will 
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cost a lot in the coming years because children are the 
future of a nation. Our government should divert 
attention towards the education issue and use all 
mechanisms to formulate effective policies to achieve 
great results, 

Article 26: Non-discrimination in respect of access 


to public places 
This article provides that there will no discrimination 


against any citizen on the ground of race, religion, 
caste, sex, residence or place of birth. 
Violation: The transgender community is not always 
welcomed by the general public or authorities in 
public places. This article has proved to be ineffective 
in protecting them against such discrimination. 
Article 27: Safeguard against discrimination in 
| services 
As per this article, no person is to be discriminated 
| against in respect of appointment on the ground only 
of race, religion, caste, sex, residence or place of birth. 
| Violation: Women, religious minorities and 
o“ iransgender are discriminated against by many 
government departments in appointments and 
‘tion, even though they are most fit and qualified 
| fof thejob. 
Ci sion 
The abdvé-mentioned points present a bleak scenario 


er fundamental rights as the citizens of Pakistan. 
| state aut 


ity or state organ has managed to 


~imptement ‘affypart of these rights in true spirit. 
“Thesstate should focus more on the implemen- 


Ration part 6 earty out the constitutional 
oBligations. & yn 


> 3 
The arib, Ân LLB student and a 
CSS aspirant. 
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This article examines the twin phenome 

non of the politicization of religion and the 

religionization of politics in Pakistan, with 
+ a focus on their historical trajectory and 

implications for the state and society. The 
invocation of religion in political discourse leads to 
the politicization of religion, while the influence of 
religion on political life results in the religionization 
of politics. Joselyne Cesari, a renowned scholar in the 
field of political science and religion, defines the 
politicization of religion as the process in which 
religious symbols, beliefs and values become 
intertwined with political aferdas and processes. 
This ultimately results in thé @xploitation of religion 
for political gains, blurring daries 


I 
between political and religious 76% F- 
the EA of religion Serves, 4 


as a tool to adv; ic political goals” / 
b and ideologies. Ms: Spee thatthe 
politicization of religio figacomplevam 
j nuanced process influencé jy sod oy 
political dynamics, historical contexts 
and power struggles within A A 
It is a well-known fact that politigiaps 
and military rulers in Pakistan have been” 
using religion as a political tool - for 4 
legitimization and mobilization - since the g p 
inception of the state in 1947. However, the <4 f 


roots of politicization can be traced back to 
the historical context 


Pakistan's formation and its 
independence from British rule, 
which were based on religious 
ideology. The need for an ideology 
arises from people's struggle to 
provide structure and meaning 
to their aspirations and 
endeavours. Since 
its inception, 


Politicization of 


Religion 
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of { 


Fynn wi 
ifi logical “tnderpinitfyes and 
fe! 


Zakir Ullah 

Pakistan has faced a leadership vacuum, a weak 
political pro , a lack of strong institutions and a 
ive interpretation of Islam among 


limited progressi 
the people. This situation has allowed the ruling 


elites to manipulate {slam for political ends and 
impose a repressive state, with the orthodox u 
providing ideological cover. 
Both in pre-Partition and post-Partition periods, 
people's emotional attachment to Islam made th 
easily susceptible to rhetoric such as ‘Pakistan ka 
matlab kya—La Iaha Ilallah’ (What does Pakistan 
mean—there is no God but Allah). This process of 
building an emotional ideological smokescreen in 
name of Islam played a crucial role feudal 
elements in the Muslim League leadership and 
paved the way for the use of religion for 
personal benefit. As Lawrence 
noted, the emergence of Pakistan v 
premature, feeble offspring at birth, 
and although it survived a critical 
infancy, it never gained the str 
necessary to combat its i 
ailments.’ Furthermore, no evi 
indicates the existence of a blu: 
for the new state, contribu 
confusion regarding the state structure 
apd the role of Islam. This confusion led 
to es between traditional t vand 
oe: progressive leaders of the 
there Was noc! Vision regarding whel 
lde asec fa theocratic st 


má 


differêriçe between 4 plodéret nation-st 
with dé ‘atic instfttudonssand an ideological stalt 
based a S h io evident in Pakis 

The process ofSlamizationbegan with the p 

the Objectives Resolution by the Consti! 
Assembly of Pakistan in March 1949 
1950s, Maulana Maududi, the found 
Jamaat-e-Islami, and a 
conservative and 
traditionalist scholar, 
opposed the forma- 


oA. 


... and religionization 
of politics in Pakistan 
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tion of Pakistan and advocated for the establishment military. He sought legitimacy from religion to steer 
of a Shariah-based system in the new state, Maududi's | Pakistan towards a path of Islamization encompassing 
Islamic state presents a monolithic | both the state and society. 

However, the pattern of Islamization policies has 
continued in different forms after Zia’s death. During 
the tenure of Imran Khan, he portrayed and raised the 
slogan of shaping an attempt to recreate the state of 
Madina. Imran Khan used religion during his tenure to 
mobilize the masses and appeal to their religious 
sentiments through religious rhetoric and populist 
Politics,” tactics. In several speeches, he called for the formation 
political evolution, including the role of religion in of a 'Riyasat-Madina,’ and the establishment of the 
shaping its identity and governance structures. She National Rahmatull-lil-Alameen (NRA) authority has 
provides valuable insights into thegomplexities of the become the center of critical debate in intellectual 
Pakistani political landscape, tfaging-the historical | circles in Pakistan. Imran Khan took initiatives to 
trajectories of religious nationalism affcLits impact on | materialize his religious-political narrative. He 
state formation and societal dynamies: Ayesha Jalal | mainstreamed madrasahs and reprioritized Islamic 


highlights the instrumentalization of religjon by | education through the Single National Curriculum. 
political and religiowS leaders for gaining* power, The politicization of religion has been detrimental to 


which has derailed Pakistan from the path-envistohed the social fabric; it has weakened state-society 
byits founder, Quaid-i-Azam. o Z relations, and become an enemy of democracy in 
The government of 
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto was 

no different with respect | 
to the use of religion for 
political ends and in 
acquiescing to the 
religious lobby in 
Pakistan. One of his key 
manifesto points was 
"Roti, Kapra and Makan’ 
(Bread, Clothing and 


theory of the 
concept of the Muslim community and justifies an 


authoritarian state, If the sovereign is accepted as the 
vicegerent of God, entitled to intervene in all spheres 
of human activity, including thought and conscience, 
jt would provide a justification for coercion in the 
name of religion. As Ayesha Jalal, in her book 'The 
Struggle for Pakistan: A Muslim Homeland and Global 
offers a comprehensive analysis of Pakistan's 


ae CD Ma Ad > 
Shelter), and he raised the slogan of ‘Islamic Socialism’ Pa pe The Use of religio’ disam) for political gains 
to appeal to both the socialist-leaning masses andthe | ha te religious exifgnism, intolerance, 
religious sentiments of the Pakistani people. He also | sectari; ae icali8nm, violent extremism 
implemented policies such as declaring Friday a and terro oe, throughout the-country. In the 1980s, 
holiday and banning alcohol, gambling and betting on Pakistan allied” vith AfghMistan and prepared 
horse racing, | mujahideen to “fight against’ the Soviet Union in 
Moreover, during the military regimé of General Zia ul Afghanistan, funded by the USA and Saudi Arabia. 
Haq, the people of Pakistan were subjected to | This alliance sowed the seeds of religious extremism. 
Islamization policies. In the name of Islam, and with Zia's conservative Sunni laws exacerbated Shia~Sunni 
the support of sections of the ulema, the regime | conflict, and later, during the war on terror, Pakistan 
attempted to establish something very close to a | became enmeshed in radicalism, local militancy and 
theocratic state. It did so not only to perpetuate Zia's xtremist violence, severely damaging the country's 
rule but also to pave the way for vested interests to implications of the 
exploit the masses in the name of religion. Zia justified ‘an have negatively 
his continuation in power by claiming a divine mission | impacted economic growth, political situation, and the 
to Islamize Pakistan and impose Islamic law under the | status of minorities, fostering insecurity and a 

| bamner of Nizam-e-Mustafa. Zia made Islamization | negative global image. 

the raison d'être of his regime, marking the first time The writer is a researc! 
in the history of Pakistan that a leader with religious | Mardan. He can be reached at 
Cleric-like attributes governed both the state and the | zakiir9669@gmail.com 


global image. In a nutshell, the 
politicization of religion in Pakist 


her and columnist based in 
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Creativity is a fundamental human trait that 
has the power to transform education. It 
goes beyond the arts and extends to all 
facets of learning, The concept of creativity 
is often associated with developed countries 
with thriving art, technology and innovative industries. 
However, the reality is that creativity is a universal trait 
that exists in all human beings, regardless of where 


they live, It means we are all creative people. 
What is creativity? 
By definition, creativity is one's ability to think of new 


ways that are different from what others have done 
before, and to come up with new and unique ideas, 
methods or objects. It is an imaginative process of 
creating something different, whether in art, writing 
or problem-solving. Creativity allows people to 
express themselyes and view the world from a 
different perspective. It's a crucial skill for innovation 
and opens up new possibilities in everyday life, 
enabling individuals to think outside the box and 
adapt tovarious situations. 

Creativity in education 

Despite the vital role creativity plays in our lives, it is 
often undervalued and neglected in our educational 
system, We are taught to memorize facts and figures, 
follow rules and procedures and conform to the 
expectations of others. This approach may produce 
technically proficient students, but it fails to cultivate 
the spirit of creativity, which is at the heart of true 
innovation. Perhaps, it is due to this reason that we see 
our top position-holders in board exams getting 
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and original ideas. It is the ability to think or act ny 
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incredibly high marks, but when it comes to innova- 
tion and creativity, Pakistan ranked 88th among 132 
economies in the 2023 Global Innovation Index. 


Why instilling creativity is important 
In an educational context, creativity goes hand in hang 


with critical thinking and problem-solving. It goes 
beyond rote memorization, encouraging imagination 
and critical thinking. Creative students can devise 
unique solutions to challenges, ask unconventional 
questions and approach tasks in novel ways. Encour- 
aging creativity in the classroom fosters skills like 
innovation, adaptability and 
independent thinking that 
are vital to cope with real. 
life situations. Perhaps this 
is the reason why Jeff Bezos 
and others like him, favour 
skills and critical thinking 
over formal degrees while 
hiring newemployees. 


... in the education 
system of Pakistan 


Education is the 
cornerstone of a country's 
development in all fields of 
life. A robust education 
system that encourages the 
creation of new ideas and 
finding novel solutions to 
the problems faced is a 
try to make headway in 
socioeconomic’ develo; it However, the current 
ion Systemin Pa “unfortunately, focuses 
heavily on memorization with hardly any focus on 
Creativity. (This has often failed to produce 
nds for’societym This article explores the 
reasons a deficien&) aid how we can reform the 
system to encourage creative thinking and innovation 


dy a 
prerequisitesfor aco 


In this context, education should serve as a brevu 
ground for creativity. When infused with creat 
education unlocks one's hidden potential 
prepares one for the ever-changing world, making o 
more adaptable and resilient. Creativity also buil's 
confidence and self-expression, leading to a mo! 
interesting and purposeful life. The more creativ: 
nation, the more developed and prosperous it s. 
transforms the youth into valuable human capital 
which is a nation's most precious resource, Countries 
with strong human capital often outperform others. 
Israel, for example, has one of the finest education 
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systems in the world, emphasizing critical thinking, 
innovative learning and problem: solving, The Global 
Innovation Index 2023 ranked Israel in the 14th place 
worldwide and 1st in its region. Isracl is a world leader 
in nine innovation indicators such as univer 

sity-industry R&D collaboration, R&D expenditure as 
a percentage of GDP, venture capital deals, PCT 
patents, ICT services exports and unicorn valuation, 
Perhaps, this is the reason why Israel, a nation of 
approximately 9.31 million with almost zero natural 
resources, manages to subdue the Arab world, which 
consists of 22 oil-rich countries with a total popula- 


tion of approximately 454.68 milli 

Why Pakistan lags behind the worl? 

Unfortunately, Pakistan's educationgystem has failed 

to foster creativity. Several factors pegy: to the 
4 


lack of creativity in our education syi y 
First, the emphasis on rote learning Rud exam- 


oriented education hampers creativity. Studenis are 
encouraged to memoriveand regurgitate. information 
rather than think criti¢allygir explore Hewpideas: This 
system discourages tiske 
taking and experimentation» 
as students fear they will not 
receive good grades if they 
deviate from the prescribed 
answers. Moreover, the 


often leads to overeducation, 
which can erode both intellec- 
tual and physical health, 
stifling imagination—a 
prerequisite for creativity. 
Second, the curriculum does not promote creativity 
and critical thinking. It is outdated and fails to meet 
the demands of the 21st century. Additionally, the 
curriculum's focus on patriotism often includes 
fabricated history, with questioning such content 
being discouraged. Yet, questioning is essential for 
creativity, Furthermore, co-curricular and extra- 
curricular activities, such as chess, debates, literary 
societies, music, and art, which promote critical 
thinking and creativity, are rarely prioritized in our 
educational institutions. 

| Third, the lack of teacher training in creative learning 
| has hindered the promotion of creativity among 
| Students. Teachers often ack the necessary knowledge 
| and Skills. Many teachers rarely read for pleasure 
| Outside their domain, which limits their ability to 
| Pa pire creativity in students, 

i eee exposure to diverse ideas and per- 
| S stifles creativity, Healthy debates, group 
| 

| 
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Crestivityis 
intelligence heaving fun. 
obsession with ranking first Albert 


inste 


discussions and constructive competitions, which 
compel students to think creatively, are lacking in gur 
education system, Study and field tours, which could 
provide such stimulation, are infrequent in our 
educational Institutions, 

Fifth, the lack of encouragement further stifles 
creativity. Students’ creative efforts are often newher 
recognized nor encouraged. They rarely have oppor- 
tunities to express their feelings, and self-expression, 
vital for creative learning, is frequently suppressed 
Sigmund Freud warned that “unexpressed emotions 
will never die. They are buried alive and will come 
forth later in uglier ways." A system that suppresses 
expressionis unlikely to nurture creativity. 

Some other factors that hinder creativity include 


limited resources, lack of student autonomy, societal 
pressure, bureaucratic red tape and inadequate 


assessment methods. 
How to foster creativity? 
To foster creativity in learners, educators can imple- 


ment various strategies. First, encouraging curiosity 
me and inquiry-based learning 
allows students to explore and 
discover new ideas. Second, 
providing an open environ- 
ment for debates, literary 
societies, creative writing 
competitions and games helps 
students think outside the 
box. Third, embracing failure 
nd promoting a growth 
Tmigd@set helps students view 


à % a X 
n ae opportunities for gyowth. Fourth, offering 
choi autonomy in-leafniffg/allows students to 


take hip and @Brsue their passions. Fifth, 
updating €urriculumto1 magt modern demands will 
also foster créatiy® learning®astly, creating a support- 
ive and collaborative learning’ environment—including 
training teachers in creative learning—where students 
feel comfortable sharing ideas, helps build confidence 
and inspire creativity. By implementing these and other 
strategies, educators can help students develop their 
creative potential and become innovative thinkers. 


To conclude, the creativity crisis in Pakistan's educa- 
tion system poses a significant challenge to the 
nation’s progress and innovation. To secure a brighter 
future, it is crucial to shift from rote learning to an 
education model that nurtures curiosity, critical 


thinking, and creativity. ’ 
The writer is currently serving as an educator in the 


KP government. He can be reached at: 
faridullah1 65@gmail.com 
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Dr. Akmal Nagshbang; 
In Pakistan, like many other Muslim countries, denying women their right to inheritance is so common that 
it hardly makes it to any major platform. It is despite the fact that the Islamic law mandates that women, 
should get their due share in inheritance as directed by the holy Quran. No exemption in Islam permits any 
Person to deprive women of their inheritance rights. The Constitution of Pakistan also protects women's 
Property rights. The oppression through psychiatry and the denial of inheritance rights for women 
demands urgent and comprehensive reforms as well as strong enforcement mechanisms for inheritance 


rights to ensure women's rights are protected. 


Ain oneal F se, | 
TONGA v ! ht | 
7 aN ; 
‘YZ etting women their due 
? 


ecently, Chief Justice of Pakistan, Jite Qazi 

Faez Isa, wMlēfpeaking at a conférence for 

justice in Islagfabad, critigized men for 
depriving women of theif pyoperty rights, eallingita” 


Violation of Islamic teachings. He reitérated, that 


denying women their rightful inhérieance is ajserious, 


offence against Islamic principle; 


ighlighting su@h, 


cases often arise after a father's deathy where>sOns 


claim to have received property as a gifi she 


Cj was 


dead right in pointing out that Islam champiofis the 
idea of equal rights for both men and women in,all 
spheres of life, empowering women by granting-them 


fundamental rights, such 
as the right to education, 
the right to own and inherit 
property, the right to 
marriage, the right to work 
and the right to participate 
in social, and 
political spheres. Among 
these rights, Islamic 
ensures that women have 
the right to own property 
and inherit wealth, provid- 
ing them with economic 
independence and security. 
Islamic law emphasizes 
fairness and justice in the 
distribution of inheritance, 
granting women their 


rightful shares. 
Situation before Islam 
In the pre-Islamic age of 


Jahiliyyah, or “Ignorance,” 


economic 


law 
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“dhe right to inherit. Under the customary tr 


wv eritante W4s passed through the male ir 


women suffered the most from many of the pre 
and grievances practiced at that time. The re 
treated as personal possessions and were de 


isting in Arabia at the advent of Islam, wom 
„zeneral rule, had virtually no legal status. 
dcfedfassthe main functional unit of Arabia 
and jwaS-composed of people with connections 
gommon lative. These tribes were patriarchal an 


eouldhot intfafț property. The tribal leader 
the tibe's spoken palës, which generally lin 

y 4 tights of the \ n 
Women were often 


os 


tribal conflict 
Where were also pa 
hBmicidal abuse 
and 
instances of killing 
they 
considered a liability 


propert 


ed or si 


girls, in 
infants if 


Quran mentions th 
Arabs in Jahilivvah us 
bury their daughters 
the 
he fear that 


motives were twi 4 


an increase in 
female offspring ila 


'esult in economi: 


and the fear of the humilia 


tion frequently caused 
when girls were captured 
tribe and 


xy a hostile 
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subsequently preferred their captors to their parents 


and brothers. 
Theadvent of Islam 
Islam introduced some outstanding changes in the 


Arab world, including changes that improved the 
dignity of women, Of the major improvements over 
the customary Arab laws, some important features 
included a fema right to inheritance, a widow's 
inclusion in the inheritance law and a daughter being 
an heir, etc. It is often argued the goal of the reforms 
brought about by the Quran is to ensure that women 
are not victimized. Of course, these reforms have 
raised the status of women by establishing certain 
rules and regulations in relation jp the family institu- 
> 


tion. á 
The fact is that in Islamic law as @ whole, women are 


much more favoured financially” than heir male 


counterparts for the following reasons: 
1. Before marriage, any gift given to women isher own 


and her husband has no legal right to claim{iteven | 
< 


after marriage. 
2. On marriage, s! 
marriage gift (Mahr) and 


property. 
3. Even if the wife is rich, she is not 


Fae 
to spend a single penny for the house! cn 
the full responsibility for her fo 

clothing, housing, - medications and 


recreation, etc. is her husband's. 
4, Any income the wife earns through 


investment or working is entirely her own. 
5. In case of divorce, if any deferred part of 
the Mahr is left unpaid, it becomes due 


immediately. 
6. The divorced woman is entitled to get 


maintenance from her husband during her 
waiting period (Iddat). 


Some Quranic verses 
It is narrated by Al-Tabari that a woman (the wife of 


Sa'ad bin Rabi'a) complained to the Prophet (PBUH) 
that she and her daughter were prevented from 
inheriting property left behind by her husband. Her 
husband's brother justified his action by saying that 
women do not mount horses, do not endanger 
themselves going into battle; therefore, they should 
not inherit. To this, Allah (SWT) revealed the verse 7 of 


Surah An-Nisa ordaining: 
‘For men there is a share in what their parents 


and close relatives leave, and for women there 
is a share in what their parents and close 
relatives leave—whether it is little or much. 


| i These are obligatory shares." 
in verse 11 of the same Surah, Allah Almighty ordains 
the shares of the individuals: 


Join Our BEE GIES ikea ee rA 


he is lala to rete, a 


thi is her owny 


A 
11 Allah 


i Dy S FR 
TONGAN Bato 
Pies ee 


one's estate.. 


instructs you concert Your children for the male, what is equal 
of two Lee. if there la duane, two Or more, for them is two thirds of 


| “.. the share of the male will be twice that of 
the female. If you leave only two or more 
females, their share is two-thirds of the estate. 
But if there is only one female, her share will be 
one-half. .,. Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.: 
Here are some other verses from the Qur'an regarding 


women's inheritance rights: 
"And for you is half of what your wives leave if 


they have no child. But if they have a child, for 
you is one-fourth of what they leave, after any 
bequest they [may have] made or debt. And for 
them [i.e., the wives] is one-fourth if you leave 
| no child. But if you leave a child, then for them 
is an eighth of what you leave, after any 
bequest you [may have] made or debt. And if a 
man or woman leaves neither ascendants nor 
| descendants but has a brother or a sister, then 
for each one of them is a sixth. But if they are 
more than two, they share a third, after any 
bequest which was made or debt, as long as 


Surah 4: An-Nisa (he. Women) 


c 
PISANE 
Lise hx) 6; eh sieve. ee. A 
S 3501 SAGO lol also) 5 Sle, parc 
| to the share ` 


jaa 


is only one, for her:is half Mnd for,one’s parents, to cach one Of 
if he lefe Childten“ Butifhe hyd no children and the parents || 
from him, thenfor his ‘one third g 


Í 
the Ss ache Mey feaused). [This is} an 
ordinai m Allahegnd Allah is Knowing 


and Forbearihg." (Surah An-Nisa; 4: 12) 
This verse outlines the share of inheritance for 


spouses, ensuring that women (as wives) receive a 
specific portion of their husbands' estate, and vice 


versa. 3 
"They request from you a [legal] ruling. Say, 


‘Allah gives you a ruling concerning one 
having neither descendants nor ascendants 
[as heirs]. If a man dies, leaving no child but 
fonly}a sister, she will have half of what he left. 
‘And he inherits from her if she [dies and] has 
no child. But if there are two sisters [or more), 
they will have two-thirds of what he left. If 
there are both brothers and sisters, the male 
will have the share of two females.’ Allah 
makes clear to you [His law], lest you go astray. 
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And Allah is Knowing of 

all things." (Surah An- 

Nisa; 4: 176) 
This verse further clarifies the 
inheritance rights of siblings, 
ensuring that sisters receive a 
defined share. 
Criticism 
While scholars consider the 
Islamic law of inheritance to be 
revolutionary and exemplary for 
its time, some in contemporary 
times raise concerns over the 
unequal distribution of sharé 
among male and female heirs amd 
call for gender-neutral treatment 


o 
in inheritance matters, especially Wher male heirs do 
not fulfil their responsibilities as maintaiffers or when 

‘ f fa | 
female heirs contribute @qual amounts of Gay 


the household. 
Response 


- 
S D 
men must not be, conside: 
laws and commandments discussed and judged 
independently. It is true that, re oly inherifaxi¢e, 
Islam has differentiated between” gud womi 

However, this differentiation is due_to~ realistic 
perception and the financial obligations n 
bear. In Islam, men have to bestow Mahr upi y their 
wives. All the expenses of a wife and children mustber 
paid for by men. Thus, men must work diligently'to 
provide all living expenses, whereas women are not 


required to work and pay for such living expenses. 
If awoman has wealth, she is not required to spend it 


for her family; she may save it if she desires. All 
possessions that she gains through work, Mahr, gifts, 
inheritance, or any other legitimate method are solely 
hers and she can amass it all if she wishes. This is in 
contrast to men, who are legally and canonically 
required, in addition to bestowing Mahr, to provide all 
living expenses of their spouses and all other mem- 


bers of the family. 

Thus, women are partners in all the possessions of 
their husbands, including their husband's inheri- 
tances, which are indirectly given to them; while a 
woman's inheritance is absolutely and unquestionably 
hers only. Because of this,-Islam intended to assist 
men by formulating the laws of inheritance in this 
manner. 

With regard to this fact, can one still say that Islam 
discriminates against women in regard to inheritance? 
If-you fairly examine the matter, you will affirm that 
not only have women not been treated in a biased 
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The difference in the inhe! Cio ‘women and 


manner, they have been sup- 
ported. : 

Moreover, it is important to note 
that there are four different 
instances in Islamic inheritance 


law regarding the role of women; 
a. Where the woman receives the 


same share as the man 

First, there is the instance where 
the woman receives the same 
share as the man. If the deceased 
leaves behind a father, a mother 
and children, then the father and 
mother both receive one-sixth. 1f 
the deceased leaves behind 
siblings, then the sister and 
brother both receive one-sixth; and if there are more 
than two siblings, then they share one-third equally 
In total, there are eleven cases that belong to this 


category. 


b. Where the woman receives a higher share than the 


et is the instance where the woman 
sociaté frg other r “Setond, there. i: 


ives more than the man. If a wife is survived by a 


hus father and mother, then the husband 
rect half, father one-sixth, and mother one- 
ist in this category. 
EW et is a smaller share than 
» 
, tere is tance where the woman receives 
less theman, ecisely the half. Here, Allah 
ou CN raur children: the share of 
le Wi nis a ena There are four 
Ci Be a A 
a w f/share of the inheri- 
tance, ty handed 
Fourth i Sahe instance where the 
woman reci inher@anče share, whereas the 
man receives none. If a wifeleaves behind a husband, 


sister and paternal half-brother, then the pot 
half-brother gets zero share. However, if it s a 
patra half-sister, then she gets one-sixth. In total, 
there are five cases that belong to this category 
ha KA i Right to Inheritance 

Narrated by Jabir bin Abdullah: "The wife of Sa'ud bin 
Rabi'a came to the Prophet (PBUH) and said, 'O Allah's 
Messenger! These are the two daughters of Sa'ad bin 


Rabi'a who was killed as a martyr in the battle o! Uhud. 
and their uncle has taken all that Sa'ad lefi, and he did 
not leave anything for them. What do you think, O 


Allah's Messenger, about their case?” The Prophet 
(PBUH) said, 'Allah will decide your case.’ Then Allah 
revealed the verses of inheritance (4:11-12) conem 
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ing this matter." (Sahih Bukhari, Rook 80, Hadith 72 
Hadith from Sahih Muslim es) 
Narrated by Usama bin Zaid: The Prophet (PBUH) said, | 


"Fear Allah and be just to your children." This Hadith 
emphasizes the importance of fairness and Justice in 
distributing inheritance, (Sahih Muslim, Book 32, 
Hadith 3965) 
Opinions of Islamic Scholars 
Imam Abu Hanifa 
Imam Abu Hanifa stressed the importance of follow- 
ing the Quranic injunctions regarding inheritance, 
asserting that women's shares must be honoured as 
outlined in the Quran. He argued that any deviation 
from these prescribed shares is agrave injustice and 
goes against the teachings of Islant. 
Imam Malik 74 
Imam Malik also emphasized’ a@herence to the | 
Quranic guidelines on inheritance” infed out that | 
these rules were revealed to ensure justiceand equity 
within the family, neglecting them Weed to 

X, n 


ang 
societal raaa e 


I Shafi'i ~ ~~ 79 | 
Imam Shafi'i rents. flat the peer shares in 5 aí 


customs. He maintained, 


Means of harassment, coercion, force or fraud, 

Meanwhile, under the Prevention of Ani -Women 
Practices Act, 2011, denying women their inherited 
Property through ‘deceitful or illegal means’ is 


punishable with imprisonment of up to 10 years, but 


no less than five, and/or a fine of 

yin t of one million rupees. 
The Supreme Court too has upheld these rights 
pointing out last year that the Islamic law of inheri- 


tance was final and could neither be changed by the 
courts nor any jirgas, In his written judgement on the 
matter, Justice Qazi Faez Isa observed that it had 
become a norm to deprive women of their share in 
inheritance through fraud and other tactics, adding 
that this went against Allah's order. 

But passing inheritance down through the men of the 
family is a tale as old as time. And though the law gives 
women the right to inherit, old habits die hard. in fact, 
according to the Demographic and Health Survey 
2017-18, “97 percent of women [across Pakistan] did 
not inherit land or a house, while one percent each 
inherited agricultural land and a house. Less than one 
percent of women inherited non-agricultural plots or 


ion 


the Quranare not to be E y personal opinions or’ (residential plots.” 
t Çò 


zi eee Tights to 
inheritance are divinely ordai eat and mist be 


respected and implemented as such: A rdl 
Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal highlighted the isfiportance 
of justice and fairness in the distributio Ff irfferi- 


tance. He noted that the Prophet (PBUH) Splicigly 
addressed issues of inheritance to ensure that women, 
who were often marginalized in pre-Islamic Arabia, 
were given their rightful shares. 

Pakistani Laws 


Article 23 of the Constitution guarantees the right to 
own property for every man and woman in the 
country. It is backed up by a long legal tradition of 
Protecting women's property rights in Pakistan, 
beginning with the Married Women's Property Act of 
1874 and the Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act of 
1939 under the British Raj, and going on after inde- 
Pendence with the Muslim Family Laws Ordinance, 
1961, the West Pakistan Muslim Personal Law Shariat 
Application Act, 1962, and the Prevention of Anti- 
Women Practices Act, 2011. 

Moreover, Article 24 of the Constitution guarantees 
_ that no person will be deprived of their property rights | 
but by law, while Article 25 says that all citizens are 


equal before the law and there will be no discrimina- | 
tion based on sex. 


Most recent bill passed in this regard, the 
Enforcement of Women's Property Rights (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 2021, seeks to ensure that the right of | 
women to own and possess property is not violated by | 
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their right. This statement is conflicting, yet it 
Women as human beings find place in the 

Scheme ofYifé-as promised in religion and in the laws 
Oihe land. HoteVer, a very sensitive issue concerning 
the sights of en is the right to inheritance. This 
Tightis defied to women on one pretext or the other in 
life. er, they should be given their rights as 


ee not denied to women. Women do not get 
whatis 


is ther 


| Or W 
oe famic lass well as those currently in 


actic in Pakistan. The stafeamust send an unequiv- 
ocal assage that womens right to inheritance is nota 
luxury 


piei bi én-but a fundamental right 
guarante€aby the Constitu fon. m 


The writer is wprofessor of Islamic Studies. 
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Wee and girls represent palf of theworld's 
population and, ther@fore,. halfOf sits 
potential. As the UN righflyiputs it, gender 

‘ight, is 


equality, besides being a fundamental 
essential to achieving peaceful societies# with full 
human potential and sustainable developmefit/As the 
fight for gender equality has been a long-st ding 


The World Economic Forum's (WEF) latest Glob: 
Gender Gap Report 2024 has told it all. 


Overall Findings 
Not so surprisingly, Europe leads the 2024 regional 


gender gap rankings, having closed 75% of its gap in 
2024, an overall improvement of +6.2 percentage 
points since 2006, and the Middle East and North 
Africa rank last among all regions, with a gender parity 
score of 61.7%. Despite this result, the region has seen 
an overall positive trajectory since 2006, advancing its 
gender gap score by +3.9 percentage points. 

4 The global gender gap score for all 146 countries 
included in this edition stands at 68.5%. It means 
31.5% of the gap remains unaddressed. Progress 
has been extremely slow, with only a 0.1% point 
improvement from 2023. 

Among the 101 countries continuously covered 
since 2006, the gap has also improved by +0,1 
points to reach 68.6%. 

Despite progress, no country has achieved full 
gender parity. However, 97% of economies 
included in this year's edition have closed more 


global challenge, how is the world progressing on 4) 
pi 
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No struggle can ever 
succeed without women 
participating side 

by side with men 


The World Economic Forum fias 
\ released its annual flagship 
publication, Global Gender Gap Index 
which has highlighted that there is 4 
pressing need for the state as well aş 
society to work for gender parity ang 
close the gender gap. The report bears testimony to 
the fact that Pakistan cannot become a strong state iț 
the existing wide gender inequality prevails which is 
against moral and ethical values of our society. Pakistanj 
women have the potential to take the country to great 
heights if they are given opportunities to excel. 


Dr. Zahra Naheed 


than 60% of their gender gap (compared to 85% in 


2006). R s 
ag The gender gaps remain largest in Political 


p jowerment (77.5% unaddressed) and Economic 
Rcpations Opportunity (9 3X anata 
4 current data, it will take 134 years to 


4 


rea w parity - roughly five generations beyond 
bith üştainable Development Goal (5DG) 
as] S Z 
Sul 
x Al mt: This subindex is close to 


At the 


A 

i tek globaj average of 94.9 

y current fate, itisprojected that full parity in 
ation ie ithin 20 years. 

As and $ wvival: This subindex is also near 

pi oy ha has been relatively 

stati the years. œ p 

Econo: ic~Participatlon and Opportunity. This 

subindex shows a significant gap, with a yobal 

average of 60.5% closed. It is estimated to take 152 


years to achieve parity in economic participat! 
Political Empowerment: The largest gap exis! 


here, 


with only 22.5% of the gap closed. This dimension !$ 
expected to take 169 years to reach parity 

Top 3 Regional Performers 

a. Europe 

4 Europe leads the 2024 regional gender #4? 
rankings, having closed 75% of its gap in 2024." ith 


an overall improvement of +6.2 percentage points 
since 2006. 

While 21 out of the 40 economies in the region ha" 
closed over 75% of their gender gap, the distant? 
between the top and bottom ranks indicates bro"! 
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intraregional disparities. 

4 Iceland, the highest-ranking, leads by 29 
percentage points over Türkiye, which sits at the 
bottom. 


b. Northern America 
Ranked second, Northern America reports a gender 


parity score of 74.8%, 
Compared to other regions, however, the region has 


dosed its regional gender gap by +4.3 percentage 

points since 2006. 

c. Latin America and the Caribbean 

4 In third place is Latin America and the Caribbean, 
with a gender parity score of 74.2%. The region has 
made the biggest leap since g2006, reducing its 
overall gap by 8.3 percentag® points: 

Top-ranked countries eu 

4 Iceland (93.5%) remains the wo?id’s/most gender- 
equal society for the 15th conSecuti¥e,year. It is 
followed by Finland; Norway, New Zealahd and 


Sweden in the top Srankings. \ Ae 

« Seven out of the top” ountries are from Európe, 
(Iceland, Finland, Norway, Sweden, / Germanyye 
Irelandand Spain). ¢ Q 

« The majority of the tofa most.gender-egual 
countries are in Europe, with melati tnd Spainite= 
entering the top 10 this year. =~ n» 

4 The UK was ranked 14th, while the UsAwas at 43rd 
place. a 

4 Other regions represented are Eastern Asidand'the 


Pacific (New Zealand at 4), Latin America ahd the 
Caribbean (Nicaragua at 6), and Sub-Saharan ^ 
Africa (Namibiaat 8). 

Bottom Rankers 

4 Globally, Sudan was ranked last on the index 
of 146 countries, while Pakistan slipped 
three places to 145th. 

Remarkable Achievers 

4 The region that made remarkable 

headway this year was Latin America 

and the Caribbean. 

The region recorded its highest 

economic parity score to date 

(65.7%) and the second-highest 

regional political empowerment 

score (34%), 

How South Asia fared 

4 In 2024, Southern Asia ranks 
Seventh, with a gender 
Parity score of 63.7%, 
showing a variable 
trajectory throughout 
editions that has 
Nonetheless resulted in 
a modest +3.9 
Percentage-point 
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| improvem 


! nent since 2006. 
4 Six out of the seven economies in the region rank 


below the top 100, and only six in the region have 
| closed two-thirds of their gender gap. 
| Pakistan's performance 
In this 18th edition of the Global Gender Gap Index, 
Pakistan has been ranked almost at the bottom, with 
only Sudan behind it in the 146 countries of the world. 
Pakistan has fallen from the 142nd rank last year to 
145th this year, indicating a worsening situation for 
women. “Compared to 2023, the economy loses three 
ranks and 0.53 percentage points on its overall score, 
largely driven by regressions in the Political 
Empowerment dimension, yet partially offset by a 
small score improvement in Educational Attainment. 
The low performance reflects substantive gender gaps 
ineconomic and political parity, as well as a lag in both 
the Educational Attainment and Health and Survival 
subindexes, where most economies are at parity,” the 


WEF report says. 
sAcross the key dimensions used to gauge countries 


p jrogress on gender gap, Pakistan struggles 


“panticularly in Political Empowerment and Economic 


ition and Opportunity. 
Pel oan of subindexes 
| a.Pol ieal Empowerment 
| Pakistan Tanks among the lowest globally in political 
| ep fowermeny— itranked 95th out of 146 countries, 
with only a ful of women occupying senior, 
mahagerial, policy>-and decision-making posts. 
Despite,some progress with reserved seats for 
women in§parliameng, their actual influence on 
policymaking, Testri¢teg. Moreover, there are 
T few fen holi% ministerial or high- 
I ing political positions, and those who do 
gitin _facé_subgtantial barriers and 
position. Asif itwere not weak already, 
the’ politicalvictimization that includes 
women politicians over the last couple 
of years has only further dented 
political empowerment progress in 
the country. 
b. Economic Participation 
The second weakest area for 
Pakistan is the economic 
participation opportunity 
where the country's gender 
gap remains significant, 
with women having limited 
access to job opportunities, 
equal pay and leadership 
roles. This has long been an 
issue in the country and the 
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recent Gender Gap Index was Educational@ttainment 
where the primary and secondary tion 
enrollment for girls has increased. Hons the 
country continues to lag, and tertiary education 
remains a challenge. The gender gap in literacy rate: 
also contributes to the overall disparity in education 
attainment. 


d. Health and Survival 
The country's performance against Health and 


Survival still reflects disparities in healthcare access 
and quality, even though the gap is narrower than in 
other categories. These disparities include issues such 
as maternal health and -basei = 
eine gender-based violence. 
Compared to Pakistan, the other countries in the 
region have done better than it vis-a-vis the gender 
ears has been ranked at 99 while India is 
lace in the ov 

The picture is made dearen aT ae the 
country's position regarding gender gap in all four | 
Sectors separately, In economic Participation and | 
Opportunity, Pakistan is at 143 while India is at 142 
and Bangladesh is at 146. In educational attainment, 
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Lp ee les rhe ocean a fc tect bh aah aa tee taller ate T! 112 but India is far ahead at 65 
>, ı and Bangladesh at 7. 
: | Best and Worst Countries a 
' 1 Lanka, Bhutan and Nepal. 
for Gender Equality Ee 
1 IJ Global Gender Gap Index 2024 rankings the ety ed key 
2 i | recommendations to bridge these 
i (full gender parity) * gaps that are often discussed and 
: 1 | deliberated across various 
5 i a; | forums. It recommends a 
Hiet Finland o o ' multifaceted approach involving 
ie) Norway {> A Y1 í both policy reforms and societa 
: | changes. These include 
' 43 United States È 0.747 pt l EEA r education 
- a= = 1 economi © promote 
H 129 India Ẹ 0.641 A | women workforce participation, 
1 t F4 | improving healthcare 
i 144 >i ų infrastructure and increasing 
145 E » | female representation in politics, 
' I! The bottom-line is that 
' 146 a Fe 4 
' j T- ı improvement in gender 
lee \ ee sr oe po aaa * disparities will bring growth and 
region where the labour force Participation-rate fi | ‘egonomic stability - those in power know this 
women is notably low ĉo ares em reff@cting it's part of their agenda is another story. 
deep-rooted socio-cultural bi crs A | n 
c, Educational Attainment l E | leartening to note that Pakistan has kept up 
The area that has shown some im t ithe he global trend of poor performance in this arca 


is of@ OPythe leading countries in gender 
Inequality. untry ranked 145th out of 146 
counitriés on the Global Gender Gap Report 2024, 
primarily owing to th€ prevalent gender disparities in 
diterisip@® of politi empowerment, economic 
ipation-and, ‘opp: ities, and educational 
amen PaSA, ‘women empowerment 
thus/tén inelusive gals for the country. 
Given ent statevof affairs, there is an urgent 
need for c itment frogpthe state and society for 
protecting wonten's tights‘and bringing about gender 
parity. Redefining roles for women that society and 
the state have defined for them that hinder them tron 
becoming a productive part of society also seeni 
inevitable. The government needs to take progressi 
steps for women, as no country can make progress Dy 
keeping half of its population out of the mainstreai) 
As the Quaid-i-Azam rightly said, “No nation can risi 
to the height of glory unless your women are side b) 
side with you. We are victims of evil customs. It 1s © 
crime against humanity that our women are shut up 
within the four walls of the houses as prisoners. There 
is no sanction anywhere for the deplorable condition 
in which our women have to live." m 
The writer teaches Gender Studies at 9 
private sector university 
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‘he foundeF of Pakistan, ole, 
Azam Muhammad’ Ali Jinnah,/ 
once said, “... ma foton can 
make progress in the true-sénse unless ` 
its women participate ine 
development process along with T } 
He had envisioned a society wht 
women would be intellectually modig 

and economically independent, and where ng j~ 
conservative elements could thwart their efforts” 


for the progression of state. we 
le 


As nations across the globe strive for sustainal 
development and economic prosperity, the role 
women in the economy cannot be overstated. This 
article explores the significance of women's 
involvement in economic activities, the barriers they 
face and the potential benefits of increased female 


participation in the workforce. 
First of all, let's understand what women's economic 


empowerment is. 

Women's economic participation, which refers to their 
ability to participate in the economy equally, and 
includes their access to resources, decent work and 
control over their lives, in economic growth and 
development of a country has become a pivotal area of 
focus for policymakers, economists and social 
scientists. According to UN Women, “Women's 
economic empowerment means ensuring women can 
equally participate in and benefit from decent work 
and social protection; access markets and have control 
over resources, their own time, lives and bodies; and 
increased voice, agency and meaningful participation 
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in economic decision-making at all 
levels, from the household t 
international institutions.” 
The importance of women's economic 
participation 
a. Economic empowerment 
Women's economic participation leads 
to their empowerment, providing them 
“greater financial independence and 
“decisionmaking power within households and 
communities. This“empowerment contributes 
ader Societal. chafiges, promoting gender equal 
disocia] justice. Acco to a study conducted at 
thé art Kemet Sh “Greater women’s 
ec Le participation is ant because women 
typicallyFeinvest up £090 percent of their earnings 
their fi communities compared to only 3 
40 percent aiiong mef This can help exped 
development and overcome societal poverty. 
b. Economic growth 
Studies have shown that countries with higher levels 
gender equality tend to have higher economic gro% ' 
rates. When women participate in the labour force, th 
contribute to increased productivity and innovato: 
driving overall economic expansion. It is estimated th. 
closing the gender gap could give the global econo ' 
USD 7 trillion boost. 
€. Diverse perspectives 
Inclusion of women in the workforce brings diverse 
perspectives, leading to better problem-solving and 
creativity. Companies with gender-diverse teams often 
perform better and exhibit higher profitability 
According to UN Women, companies greatly bene!!! 
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from increasing emipoyment and leadeeship. 
opportunities for wom! tos is SHOWn to.increast 
organizational effectiv 


- 


néss and=growth. [tei 
pase 

ofe higher in’ all 
aw 


estimated that companies. 
senior management functions 
dimensions of organizational pel 
d. Human capital development sj < 
Investing in women's education and sung elopment 
enhances the overall quality of the workfor¢é ated 
women are more likely to participate in the bor 
market, further contributing to economic gro’ and 
development. = 


e. Improved social outcomes 
Increased female labour force participation is, 


associated with better health and education outcomes 
for children. Women, who are economically active, are 
more likely to invest in their children's well-being and 
education, creating a positive cycle of development. 
Current state of affairs in Pakistan 

Despite comprising approximately 50 percent of the 
population in Pakistan, women's participation in the 
country’s labour force is considerably lower than that 
of men. Female labour force participation in Pakistan is 
23 percent compared with 43 percent in Bangladesh. 
Female entrepreneurship rate in Pakistan is just 4 
percent against 7.2 percent in Bangladesh and 14 
percent in India, However, it is essential to recognize 
their abilities, skills and efficiency and understand the 
challenges and obstacles they encounter. The 
unemployment profile of Pakistan, categorized by age 
and gender, reveals that the youth (aged 15-24) have 
the highest unemployment rate of 11.1 percent, with 
10.0 percent for males and 14.4 percent for females. 


age group of 25-34 years, with a rate of 7.3 percent. 
| Among this group, 5.4 percent of males and 13.3 
percent of females are unemployed, i 
Barriers to women's economic participation 
a. Cultural and social norms 
| Traditional gender roles and cultural expectations 
often limit women's access to education, employment 
and entrepreneurship opportunities. The social norms 
of physical gender segregation, prevalent in Pakistan, 
make entering the formal labour market difficult for 
Pakistani women. Women in Pakistan face several 
| constraints in economic empowerment and 
opportunities. Female labour force participation, at 
about 24.5 percent compared to 81 percent for men, (as 
of 2023) is one of the lowest in South Asia and globally. 
The gender gap in property ownershipis also large with 
only 3 percent of women owning a house versus 72 


percent for men. 
b. Access to education and training 


ation and vocational training, hindering their 


ability to acquire the skills needed for gainful 
ent. This educational gap can be a significant 
to, economic participation. According to the 

7: 


Labor Fo! survey 2020-21, the literacy rate is higher 
s (73.¢ percent) than females (51.9 percent). 


c or ap P 
Genderdisc apie and biases in the workplace can 


limit Women's career.advancement and earning 


Rea such agenequal pay, lack of maternity 


pes ley in many regions face limited access to 


id. limited oppor! inities for leadership roles 


ant 
in vor ies, “47 

d: worl i respi lities 

Wome en bi a disproportionate share of 
househo! a. caregivini® responsibilities, making it 
challengi ce-work ad family life. Lack of 
affordable c! qare and, family-friendly workplace 
policies further exacerbate this issue. 


Conclusion 
Women's participation in economic growth is essential 


for achieving sustainable development and prosperity. 
By addressing the barriers that hinder women's 
ecdnomic activities and implementing strategies to 
promote gender equality, societies can unlock the full 
potential of their workforce. Investing in women's 
economic empowerment is not only a moral imperative 
but also a strategic economic choice that benefits 


everyone. g) 


The writer is a BS (Hons Political science) 
from GCWUF. 


The second highest unemployment rate is seen in the 
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The world is urbanizing rapidly, with more and more people moving to cities. This urbanization process has a J 
significant impact on the environment, including causing climate change. As global temperatures and urban 

Populations rise, the world’s cities have become “urban heat islands,” with tight-packed conditions and 
thermal radiation emitting from pavement and skyscrapers trapping and magnifying these temperatures. 1 
With 68 percent of all people predicted to live in cities by 2050, this is a growing, deadly problem. Urban heat $ 
islands pose significant challenges to developing countries like Pakistan, affecting public health, energy 

consumption and environmental sustainability. Addressing these challenges requires a soamsination ofi 
policy measures, public awareness, and the implementation of sustainable urban planning and design 8 
practices. By taking proactive steps, developing countries can mitigate the impacts of these heat islands and 


improve the quality of life OT residents. 


Kd 
en a A “icted the first temperature has led to cities being compared to $ 
Wiis to abide f i ‘burning ovens’. At present, many cities in Pakistan J 
foundation for urb: e. are experiencing a heat wave, with Jacobabad, § 
multitude of benefit, greater oppi Sibbi, Multan, Sahiwal, Faisalabad, Islamabad and | 
development, prev | Karachi Become nereasingty Ot f 
E k 4 %, EEO times, the phenomenon of 'Urban 


i | 
anan Te le: “Heat Islands’ (UHIs) is fast becoming an acute global 
cities, However, as issue. This phenomenon occurs when the 
challenges. The str > es rt ature is higher in urban areas than that in $ 
intensified, and surrounding aré&s ii \ areas. This is mainly caused by human $ 
actin d the presence of an environment that 


pressure. It was because as cities g : $ 
natural landscapes with buildings a + abso) ‘retains heat. As cities are sprawling, 


surfaces do not absorb heat; instead trap.it,le s is also increasing. According to 

to a phenomenon called the Urban Heay I om x me, Inited Environment Program (UNEP), 

(UHI) effect which makes cities signi! e Te of urbanization and UHIs are 
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warmer than surrounding rural areas. This rise in € itie teas to soar twice the global 
(ay rag n orenti iching 4°C by 2100. This 
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will create health and economic issues for around 1,6 
pillion city dwellers around the world and will lead to a 

jgnificant increase in energy consumption and carbon 
s tan, the year 2024 is being 
experienced as the hott st since 2015, and so far, more 
than 2,000 deaths have been reported, 


what are UHIs? ‘ y 
According to the United States Environment Protec- 


tion Agency, UHIs are the “urbanized areas that 
experience higher temperatures than outlying areas.” 
Buildings, roads and other infrastructure in cities 
absorb the sun's heat and release it at higher tempera- 
tures than natural landscapes (forests, water bodies, 
etc.). Daytime temperatures in urban areas are about 
1-7°F higher than those in outlyigg areas - nighttime 
temperatures are about 2-5°F higher. 


The state of affairs 
As of mid-2024, the statistic showthaf thenumber of 


deaths due to extreme heat has significafftly soared in 
various regions of peys In the United States, 23 
confirmed and 32; f- 7 esti 
gation deaths ha j 
reported. Meanw! 

Europe, around 70.006, 
deaths have been report 
from the year 2023 to date. 
Causes 


e, 


The fundamental cause of UHIs is a 
limited use of heat-absorbing 
materials in the construction sector. 
Materials like asphalt and concrete 
usually absorb heat, store it and 
release it at night. This prevents the 
area from cooling down. Addition- 
ally, these materials are used in the making of roads, 
buildings and other infrastructure. The roads com- 
monly contain 94% asphalt and 6% concrete. In cities, 
more surfaces like these are available to absorb the 
heat. These hardscapes prevent water from soaking 
into the ground, which reduces the cooling effect of 
soil and vegetation. Furthermore, on rainy days, these 
surfaces do the same because the rainwater runs off 
too quickly. 
Besides that, urban areas have fewer green surfaces, 
and it also leads to a rise in temperature. Vegetation is 
an important element for cooling urban areas. Planta- 
tions and trees provide shade and their process of 
transpiration - the phenomenon by which trees and 
= ae moisture into the air -helps the environ- 
cool down. Typically, the ratio of vegetation 
hovers between 10% and 20%, which is quite low. 
h » energy consumption further escalates 
a in urban areas. The use of air-conditioners, which 
More common in urban areas than in rural areas, adds 
heat to the environment and increases energy con- 
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sumption, This phenomenon leads toa vicious cycle: the 
higher the temperature, the greater the use of energy 

In addition, the infrastructure of urban areas is iteell a 
Major element that contributes to the creation of UHIs. 
‘Tall buildings and narrow streets trap heat, reduce 
airflow and increase temperatures - often called the 
“Urban Canyon Effect,” in which the structure of 
buildings and streets causes the release of heat, 
Moreover, the high vehicle density also adds to the 
heat island effect. A substantial amount of heat and 
pollutants are emitted by vehicles. This raises the 


temperature and deteriorates air quality. 
‘The case of Pakistan 


In Pakistan, the phenomenon of UHIs is becoming 
increasingly relevant because the country is facing the 
dual challenge of growing population and increasing 
urbanization. The rapid expansion of cities such as 
Karachi, Lahore, Islamabad and others, leads to the 
conversion of green land into towns. According to the 
World Bank, in 2018, approximately 36.4% of Paki- 
stan's population resided in urban areas. By 2021, this 
ratio had increased to about 
37.1%. The United Nations 
projects that by 2030, 
around 40% of Pakistan's 
population will be living in 
urban areas, and by 2050, it 
is expected to rise to nearly 
50%. This will eventually 
contribute to more infra- 
structure development, 
fewer soil areas and the 
à ‘expansion of urban areas. 
we O 7 MA accordance with the World 
Organization's recOmmendation, nine square 
m f green_space-is fired per person. But, 
Pakistan's ‘ities hayegimatlequate green spaces. For 
instance, chi has_séen a@vdramatic reduction in 
green spacés as estimategsuggest that green spaces 
account for less than 3%of'the city’s total area, This 
metropolis has inadequate parks and recreational 
areas for the citizens, despite having a high popula- 
tion density. In Lahore, green spaces are estimated at 
around 5-7% of the city's total area. Green space in 
both these cities is well below the recommended levels 
for healthy urban living. " 
The harmful impact of UHIs is manifested in the 
environment. The higher temperatures induce energy 
consumption, which causes the release of greenhouse 
gases into the environment, which, in turn, contribute 
to global warming. Thus, ground-level ozone, which is 
a harmful air pollutant, is created, leading to respira- 
tory and other health problems. This elevated 
temperature increases air pollution, which accelerates 
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chemical reactions that produce smog, This toxic alr 
contributes to severe health issues, leading to 
approximately 128,000 deaths annually in Pakistan, 
‘The way forward 

Fighting the menace of UHIs requires a multifaceted 
approach that combines urban planning, green 
infrastructure, energy efficiency and public aware- 
ness. Here are some effective solutions, with a focus 
on their applicability to Pakistan: 

One of the most effective measures to overcome UHIs is 
to increase green spaces. Urban forestry will result 
positively in this regard. Planting more trees and creating 
parks will provide shade, enhance evapotranspiration 
and reduce temperature. m dioxide will be 
absorbed by plants and trees gen will be released 
in the environment, improving ‘air guality and cooling 
effect. In cities like Karachi and ú planning 
must include green belts and urban parks? 

Another effective strategy could be the 4nstallation of 
green roofs and Green roofs and vegetated roof 


systems reduce heat/absorption. The cooling effect. is 

provided through capsprautnE that, the 

installation of green and _verticalygardens on the” 
ayr 


e Lack of vegetation 
@ Increased use of air conditioner 
© Wind blocking by buildings 

© Increased air pollution 

Climate change 


ef 


nhous 


outside of buildings can play the same role. The initial 
cost of installation and maintenance is low and afford- 
able for the people. In this respect, the government 
should start awareness programs to educate the masses. 
Beyond the primary strategies, some additional 
considerations can effectively mitigate UHIs. For 
example, the use of lighter-coloured materials for 
buildings and infrastructure will reflect the sunlight, 
which will lessen the heat absorption and emission. 
Urban agriculture is the most effective strategy to 
adopt. Community gardens, rooftop gardens, vertical 
farming, balcony and terrace gardening, hydroponics 
(growing plants in nutrient-rich water solutions 
without soil), aquaponics (combined with hydroponics 
and aquaculture, which provides nutrients for the 
plants), indoor gardening, urban farms, etc. are useful 
to mitigate UHIs. These green spaces are not only 
environmentally friendly but also promote social 
interaction and well-being. 

Smart grid systems and renewable energy sources can 
also reduce the heat island effect. By expediting the 
use of renewable energy sources like solar and wind, 
our dependence on fossil fuel-based energy produc- 
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tion will decrease, A smart grid system, in this context 
canoptimiz energy usage and distribution, which wili 
minimize the power outages at times of extreme heat, 
Beyond that, at the authority levels, establishing Policy 
and regulation is a crucial element in addressing the 
issue of UHIs. The government should introduce policie, 
that encourage people to use cool roofs, green roofs ang 
other such innovations. People should be given subs, 
dies on materials that are environment-fnendly in ney 
construction and retrofitting projects. This subsidy 
should be given to individuals or the business that sei) 
the material. Besides that, more tax should be levied or, 
those materials that are hazardous for the environmen: 
Urban planning laws should be ameliorated to incorpo 
rate the requirement of a certain percentage of greer, 
spaces in urban development projects. 
Likewise, building codes and standards should 
reset to include the requirements for energy efficie: 
and heat mitigation. For instance, the code to 
reflective materials for roofs and pavements as wei! 
the incorporation of green spaces in urban ar: 
should be drawn up. Such policies will help in 
“reduction of GHG emissions and mitigating t 


© Planting more trees ır 


Controlling air pollution 


© Using energy-efficient a; 
and equipment 


© Implementing heat redu 
policies and laws 


x 


Z 


SA 
matte 

another imp 
st this critical 
reading awareness ~ 

UHIs is essential 
tigate this crucial p 
juld set a specific day 

public holiday on which people should be oblisat: 

take part in activities that are environmen 
friendly. Gardening, planting trees, use of ene! 
efficient appliances and alternatives to setting u) | 
roof can result in significant differences. | 
Conclusively, fighting UHIs requires a comprehens 
approach and concerted efforts in the realms of u! ^ 
Planning, green infrastructure, energy efficiency © 
community engagement. As cities are expand" 
rapidly, it is important to prioritize the measures th 
are healthier and more sustainable for urban enviro" 
ments. Additionally, by addressing the root causes ©! 
UHls, we can create cooler and more livable ciuc 
Public awareness and education are vital for achiev in? 
tangible results.) 
The writer is a CSS aspirant from Karach! 
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1. Find the sum of the first 5 terhis: 


; : 23 b12 
of the arithmetic progressió = 
(AP): 10,6, 2 n we (d)95 
(a) -320 DIS 2 ~ A 
©10 ee 10. afnd'a(2) are -3 and 4, find the 


an Of theseries: 


> Ma) 26 SAh) 137 
2. The d for the series Sf numbers. “ 95 5 3 
“12, -6,0,6...is é OS O33 
(a)-2 t6 > 11. Forathis givep*AP 3, 1, -1, -3, 
(d)-1 | find thewalues of aandd: 
’ -pa 3-20) 0,3 
3. The number of multiples of 4 g(c)1,2 ©" (4) 2.3 
falling between 10 and 250 is: ` - 
w 60 a 30 12 Does 210 fallinghe AP: 21) 42) 
ic) 20 15 63; 84^? If yesthen on whith” 
term? » wD 
4. In the AP -3,-1/2,2....,the 11th  (a)12th® f (b) 11h 
termis: (c) 10th (d)9th » 
(a) 22 (b) 42 8 
(065 (d)-12 13. The total value of the starting 
four multiples of 248: > 


5. For a given AP, a, = 4,n = 7, d = 


~4, find the value of a: 

(a)51 (b) 37 

(c)2 (d) 28 fi | War 

6. If a,, exceeds its a by 7, the d GENERAL 
is: 2 a 

@2 (b)4 z MATHEMATICS 
wi a3 - ABILITY 
7. 10,7,4, is an AP, what will be 

the 30th term of this series? CSS, PMS 

(aos (b) -77 

(c)45 (d) 22 


8. What is the d of an AP in which 
a-a, = 327 
(a) g 


(b) 5 
1 it 


(d)-6 


9.5, 8,11, 14, ... is an AP, what will 
bethea,,? 


(a) 20 
(c) 30. 


(b) 65 
(d)45 


14. On which number of term 
does 78 fall in the A.P. 3, 8, 13, 18 
is 787 
(d) 9th 
(©) 15th 


(b) 12th 
(d) 16th 


15. The first four terms of an AP 
whose ais 10 and dis 10 will be: 
(a) 10, 20, 30, 40 (b) 12, 24, 36, 48 
(©) 15, 30,45, 60 (d)8, 1 

16. In an AP, if d =-4,a- 28,n-7, 
thena, is: 

(b) 

(d) 1 


12. AP aissing terms in AP. 


13,_., are: 
laS SA  (b) 18,8 
(e)19, 7 (a) 15,9 


18-Stating from the last, the 20th 


tenfifithe A.P.3, 8,13, 253is: 
(a) P34 (b) 158 
(c) 123 (d) 137 


19. If a, is 13 and a, is 25, then its 
ais: 
(a) 23 
(c) 45 


(b) 33 
(d)65 

20. Which term of AP 4,6,8,10... is 
96? 

{a)4 

(49 


(b) 48 
(d)50 ®© 
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Nothing can be more dangerous to the 
survival of humans and animals on earth 
than the risks posed by climate change. 
From the South Pole to the North Pole, 
3 every human is feeling the hazardous 
impacts of this global phenomenon. Almost all cities, 
towns and villages around the world are facing either 
severe drought-like conditions and heat waves or an 
increased frequency of rains. An increased frequency 
of heat waves and a change in rainfall patterns have 
created worse conditions, rendering most residential 
areas unliveable places. Urban, flooding due to 
increased intensity of rains@has also made the 


everyday lives of people in many coyatries miserable. 


Aside from that, severe heat wayé® aré Causing many 
deaths every year. L 


There is no denying thesfact that climate is hanging | 


rapidly and some of” théimpacts of climate cHangeshaye 
reached the point»ef nø return, othersWare 
dependent on concerted snitigation ee): the wotld~ 
Apart from such efforts, there S adire need to Strive for 
adaptation. Adaptation and mitigati Strategies are the 
ways to reduce the adverse ae Aad of dirate, 
change. The most important mitigation apd adaptatign. 
mechanism, at present, is erecting urban! forests. ‘An 
urban forest is a collection of trees, shrubs ‘other 
vegetation that grows in cities and suburban ageas, in 
both public and private spaces. Urban forests «cam 
include trees in parks, along streets, in residential 
properties and on commercial and industrial lots. They 
also include the soil and water that support the 
vegetation. 


Significance of urban forests 
Urbanization is rapidly increasing across the world. 


According to a World Bank report, 50% of the world's 
population lives in cities today. By 2045, urban 
population is expected to increase by 1.5 times to 
reach 6 billion people. Most activities that cause the 
emission of greenhouse gases (GHGs) come from 
urban areas. Therefore, they must be at the forefront 
of fighting climate change. One of the greatest 
techniques to fight this global phenomenon in urban 


areas is the development of urban forests. 
Cities and towns around the world should emulate the 


development pattern of London. According to 
London's local government, the city is one of the 
-world's largest urban forests, containing an estimated 
` 8.4 million trees in public and private spaces. The 
“United Nations criterion to define a region as forest’ Is 
>that at Ieast 20% of its area should be covered with 
| trees and j, Interestingly, this ratio for London is. 


Shahid Hussain Solangi 


the Urban Growth Strategy to engage citizens and 
administrative machinery to protect, enhance and 
monitor the urban forest that defines London as the 
‘Forest City.’ The strategy was developed using four 
guiding principles: 

i, Plant more 

ii. Protect more 

iii, Maintain better 3 

iv. Engage the community k 

Development of urban forests is beneficial in fighting 
against climate change in many ways. Following are 


some advantages that urban forests provide: 
1. Development of urban 


An effective way to 
combat climate change 


forests is the mos 

effective way to counter 
the urban heat island effect, This effect occurs when 
cities replace natural land cover with dense 
concentrations of pavement, buildings and other 
surfaces that absorb and retain heat, due to which 
cities get much warmer than their surrounding rural 
landscapes: Urban forests - like any other forest - help 
mitigate climate change by capturing and storing 
atmospheric CO, during photosynthesis. Hence, they 
reduce the greenhouse effect that causes the above- 


~. “213th june 2014, the London government developed. |. Normal temperatures in the city. Due to the reduction 
Pe ere ni — 
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in temperature, cooling costs are also reduced, which 
contributes toa lower need for electricity, 
2 The sustainable use of wood, food and other goods 
provided by the local urban forest may also help 
mitigate climate change by reducing the demand for 
imports whose production and transportation cause 
much more CO, emissions globally. 
3, Urban forests can also protect cities from urban 
flooding. Tree canopy slows rainfall, while roots and 
soil filter and absorb water, hence minimizing the 
amount of stormwater that flushes over pavement and 
contributes to runoff: and flooding. 
4. Urban forests mitigate air pollution 


and purify the air, making it healthy for 
breathing. Leaves absorb harmful gases, | 
Such as ozone and nitrogen dioxide, and intercept | 
hazardous particulate matter that pollutes the air. 

5. They protect health and provide connection to 
nature, Studies have linked trees and time spent in 
Mature to a number of physical and mental health 
benefits, Climate change is not only the cause of | 
mage to infrastructure due to extreme weather 


tit 


à n Department Sindh. He i also a PCS 2018 
i va cil Sindh qualifier. 


‘This is the right time to act wisely in order to save the 
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tourism; hence, leading to greater support for the local 
economy. 


| Hence, in a nutshell, it can be said that urban forests 
| play an important role in reducing surface 
temperatures, improving air quality, conserving 
| energy and increasing quality of life. A sustainable 
| urban forest must contain healthy, well-maintained 
| trees with high species and age diversity. 
| After a brief discussion on the importance of urban 
| forests, here are some strategies that can be used to 
| build urban forests. 
| Assessment and 
| Identifying current green spaces, 
vacant lots and potential areas for 
urban forests will make it easier to 
start plantation derive. Moreover, 
involving local residents, businesses 
and stakeholders in the planning 
process is pivotal to gathering support 
and ideas. 
Researchand Design 
Research should be conducted to 
find out native trees and plants that 
are well-suited to the local climate 
4 and soil conditions of a particular 
city or town. Consulting with local 
# botanists or environmental 
organizations for guidance is crucial 
@ for successful urban design. 
"A detailed plan must also be devised 
I that must include the layout, species 
Selection and maintenance 
A N forurban forests. 


r 
i 
n concly€jen, urban forests are very 
Re 


beneficial economically and 
Sofia. They not only increase 
the bgguty of cities and towns but 
T also»eombat climate change 
4 effectively. In addition, they are 

crucial for the better physical and 
mental health of city residents. Hence, it is highly 
recommended to include the provision of creating 
forests in urban planning so that cities and towns can 
be grown according to Sustainable Development 
Goals. In this regard, governments and civil society 
organizations can collaborate in plantation drives. 


devastating effects of climate change.® 
‘The writer is a lecturer in Chemistry, College 
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el 
Oil has reigned for centuries as one of the most valuable resources. Throughout history, those who 
have controlled oil, have controlled the economy. However, in today’s “data a economy,” it 
can be argued that data, due to the insight and knowledge that can be ` extracted 
from it, is potentially more valuable. Like oil, data is valuable; however, if J ” unrefined, 
it cannot really be used. It has to be changed into gas, plastic, chemicals, @ etc. to 
create a valuable entity that drives profitable activity. So, data must be ® broken 
down, analysed for it to have value. Data can be the new oil for Pakistan's developm 
ent, offering immense opportunities to drive economic growth, improve governan 


ce andenhance the quality of life for its citizens. 


Data Can 
Oil 


Development 


Harnessing the potentia 
Gd ay 
p> — 
In the digital age, data has efi ‘ged as the 
mew currency, surpassing “4 (Baditional 
+d commodity of oil in its significé just as | 
oil fuelled the industrial heme e | 
propelling the information age forward, | 
transforming industries and reshaping economies. 
Pakistan, like many other nations, stands at the cusp 
of a data revolution, where unlocking the potential of | 
data can drive sustainable development and economic 
growth. 
In today’s business landscape, companies worldwide 
are leveraging data to maximize profits and gain a | 
competitive edge. From retail giants like Amazon, 
which harnesses customer data for personalized 
recommendations, to tech titans like Google, employ- | 
ing data-driven algorithms for targeted advertising, | 
examples abound, Data-driven decision-making has | 
become a cornerstone of success, permeating indus- | 
tries from healthcare to transportation, and beyond. | 
Within the realm of banking and finance, the impor- 
tance of data cannot be overstated. Financial institu- | 
tions rely on data analytics to assess risk, detect fraud | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


and optimize customer experiences. From algorithmic 
trading strategies to’ credit-scoring models, data 
informs every aspect of banking operations, driving 
efficiency and profitability. 

Importance for Pakistan | 
Data is increasingly being recognized as the new oil for _ 


104 


| crucial for attracting foreign investment 


of an immense source 


f Aftab Abbas 
PakiStag$ development, serving as a critical resou; 
that.camdrive economic growth, enhance governan¢ 
Tee quality of life for its citizens. 


re ace Soy joints highlighting the importa 
of data for Pakistan: 
Informed Decision- ing: Data enables businesses 


Pand gove ninépt entities to make informed decisior 


DHA operations, an@_allocate resources m 
ioienitly. This cantlead to infhyoyed productivity ə 
economic growth’ 

Innovation and Entéepreneurship: Access to da 
fosters i vation atid"Supperts the deve 
new productssdnd servic®S,JStartups and entrepr: 
neurs can levérage data analytics to identify mark 
trends and customer preferences, leading to mor 
competitive and innovative businesses. 

Foreign Investment: Reliable and transparent data 15 
Investors 


pment 


rely on data to assess market potential, econom\' 


stability and investment opportunities in Pakistan. 
Policy Formulation; Data-driven insights hei 


policymakers design effective and targeted policies 
This can improve public service delivery in areas suc! 


| as healthcare, education and infrastructure. 


Transparency and Accountability: Data transpar 
ency enhances government accountability by enabling. 
citizens to monitor and evaluate government perfor 
mance. Open data initiatives can reduce corruption 
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and foster trustin public i tions. Oe) < 
Disaster Management: Accurafe data is-essemial for 
disaster preparedness and°¥espons, It aMlows.for 
better planning, resource alloc and ‘timely: 


interventions during natural To eg emergen—” 
cies. y 

Healthcare: Data analytics can improvéfl “hgalthcare 
delivery by enabling better diagnosis, treatmént and 
disease prevention. Health data can also be used to 


track and manage public health trends and epidemits” 


Education: Educational data can help in monitoring 
student performance, identifying gaps in learning and 
tailoring educational programs to meet the needs of 
students. This can lead to better educational out- 


comes and skill development. 
Urban Planning: Data is critical for effective urban 


planning and management. It can be used to design 
smarter cities with efficient transportation systems, 
energy management, and public services. 
Intelligence and Defense: Data is crucial for intelli- 
gence gathering, threat assessment and strategic 
planning in defense operations. Advanced data 
analytics can enhance the capabilities of security 
agencies in preventing and responding to threats. 
Infrastructure: Developing robust data infra- 
Structure, including high-speed internet and data 
Hits essential for leveraging the benefits of data. 
leracy: Promoting data literacy among citizens 
a dovernment officials is important for effective 
utilization. Training and education programs can 
the necessary skills to analyze and interpret 


cy and Ethics: Ensuring data privacy and ethical 
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use of data is crucial, Establishing 
regulatory frameworks and guidelines can 
protect citizens’ rights and build trust in 
data systems. 
How to Realize the Potential 
Realizing the full potential of data 
requires a concerted effort in the refining 
process. In Pakistan, as in many develop- 
ing nations, the journey begins with data 
collection. Investing in robust data 
- collection processes and storage systems 
lays the foundation for a data-driven 
future. Embracing technologies like cloud 
computing enables scalable and cost- 
effective storage solutions, facilitating 
seamless access to vast datasets. 
Data mining emerges as the next crucial 
step, extracting valuable insights from the 
` wealth of information amassed. Leverag- 
ing advanced analytics techniques, 
|, Businesses can uncover hidden patterns, trends and 
Correlations within their data, informing strategic 
making. 
on this transformative journey, Pakistan 
on the three fundamental pillars, akin to 
preneurship: land, labour and capital. 
“a foundation of data land involves 


| establishingya pervasive data culture, starting with 

| Taising @warenés#and nurturing a mindset of data 
literacy. "Empowering individuals across all levels 
lite 


ugh targeted. trainfhg sessions and educational 
itives"IS paftmount tapifectively harnessing the 


rof data. La 
out, investing’ px the right talent is 


oye 
ee 


of lab 


ni ecruiting a) proféssionals, including 
data scie s)analystsyengineers and AI specialists, 
ensures thé egpertise Heede@ to navigate the com- 
plexities of data*driven dec idn-making. 


Lastly, capital investment is paramount. Committing 
resources to data infrastructure, technologies and 


| initiatives demonstrates a commitment to leveraging 


data asa driver of economic development. 
ion 


Conclusi 
In conclusion, data is a critical resource for Pakistan in 


the modern age of technology. By harnessing the 
power of data, Pakistan can drive economic growth, 
improve governance, enhance public services and 
ensure national security. Addressing challenges 
related to data infrastructure, literacy and privacy will 
be the key to maximizing the benefits of data for the 
country's socio-economic development.@ 
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he World Bank has released its flagship 

report titled “Global Economic Prospects 

2024" which highlights key trends and 
allenges facing the global economy, 
such as inflation, supply chain 
disruptions 
geopolitical tensions. 
The report says that 
after a three-year low, 
global growth is holding 
steady and financial condi- 
tions have brightened, which 
portends that the world econgmy is 
in the final stages of a soft landing. 
“Four years after the upheavals Caused by 
the pandemic, conflicts, inflationg®and 
monetary tightening, “it appears that global 


and 


h economic growth isfeadying,” said Indermit(Gill; 
the World Bank *Groupjs Chief Economist, and 
Senior Vice President. 


Here are the key findings of te report? ye 
A. Global Growth A a 
» Global growth is projected #6 Hold steady at 


2.6% in 2024-25, despite flaring geopolitical 
tensions and high interest rates, bore. edging™| 
up to 2.7% in 2025-26. That is well bglow the 
3.1% average in the decade before Covid=19. 4 
» Over the course of 2024-26, countries? fhat 
collectively account for more than 80% of the 
world’s population and global GDP would still be 
growing more slowly than they did in the decade 
before Covid-19. 
In advanced economies, growth is set to remain 
steady at 1.5%in 2024 before rising to 1.7% in 2025. 
Developing economies are projected to grow 4% on 
average over 2024-25, slightly slower than in 2023. 
Growth in low-income economies is expected to 
accelerate to 5% in 2024 from 3.8% in 2023. 
» Prospects for the world's poorest economies are 
even more worrisome. They face punishing levels 
of debt service, constricting trade possibilities, and 


costly climate events. 

» The poorest among them—especially the 75 
countries eligible for concessional assistance from 
the International Development Association—will 
not be able to do this without international support 

» Given continued inflationary pressures, central 
banks in both advanced economies and emerging 
market and developing economies (EMDEs) will 
likely remain cautious in easing monetary policy 

Global Trade 

» Global trade growth is projected to pick up to 2.5% 
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‘ o 7 
his yea ik Significant improvement from las 
yedrdut welPbelow the a grage rates observei 
thé two decades prgegding the pandemic | 
» Serviesgrade gro háp expected to stabilize nca 
its pre=pandgiic pace > 
» In 2025, trattegrowthis.expected to firm to 3+ 
tandem with a pickup in growthin the euro area 
EMDEs excluding China, and remain steady in 20 
Commodity Markets 
» In 2024, aggregate commodity prices have gene! 
ally risen against a backdrop of tight supp 
conditions and signs of firmer industrial activity 
» Oil prices have fluctuated trendin. 
substantially higher in April 2024 in the content | 
escalating tensions in the Middle East 
» The near-term oil price forecast 
uncertain, given the potential for price spikes 
resulting from conflict-related supply disruptions 
» Natural gas prices fell nearly 28% in the firs! 
quarter of 2024 amid robust production, mild 
winter weather and elevated inventories. 
» Despite the anticipated growth of US LNG exports. 


this year, 


is notabl 
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average European gas prices are envisaged to rise 
by 11% in 2025, as industrial activity picks up, 
supporting demand. - 

» Gold prices reached record highs, fuelled by 

tical concerns and central bank purchases. 

» Food prices are forecast to dip by 6% in 2024 and 
4% in 2025, mainly reflecting ample supplies for 
grains as wellas oils and meals. 

» Global Inflation ; z 

» Global inflation has continued to decline, yet it 
remains above target in most advanced econo- 
mies and in about one-fourth of inflation- 
targeting Emerging Marketsand Developing 
Economies (EMDEs). 14 

» Across most EMDEs in East jasand Pacific; 
headline inflation broadly contiitaso {vend near 
orbelow pre-pandemic averages” g 

» Aside from a small group of countries very 

idiosyncratic ack ic 

N is exp o deeitpe: 

wl i, 2,9% ine 

ee i 

vy 


2025 and 2.8% in 2026. 
» Global Financial De ts PS 
» Central banks across major ape 


are expected to gradually lower ites in 20247 


» Policy rate projections derived Po financial 
markets have been volatile since US po! som 
ing started in 2022, with expectations eatedly 
revised higher over time. q if, 

Per Capita Income Growth ot 


» EMDE GDP per capita growth is projected to fall 
from 3.2% in 2023 to 3% in 2024 and remain near 
that pace over 2025-26, well below the 2010-19 
average of 3.8%. 

» In EMDEs excluding China and India, the aggre- 
gate level of per capita income relative to 
advanced economies is expected to be lower in 
2024 than in 2019, extending the stagnation that 

7 Started in the 2010s. 


» Escalating geopolitical tensions can lead to 
volatile commodity prices due to supply disrup- 
tions, trade restrictions, market uncertainty and 
currency fluctuations, 

K, Fragmentation 
Trade fragmentation can disrupt trade networks 

supply chain interruptions, trade diver- 
m and reduced market access. 

2 Crowe South Asia 
S in the South Asia Region (SAR) is projected 

low, from 6.6% in 2023 to 6.2% in 2024. It is 


'y due to a moderation of growth in India from 


a 7 
base Mrecentyears. 
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» With Steady growth in India, regional growth is 
forecast to stay at 6.2% in 2025 -26, 

» Growih is expected to remain robust in Bangladesh, 
though at a slower rate than in the past several 

years, and to strengthen in Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 

» Global Challenges 

Elevated Debt 

» Many EMDEs are contending with high debt in an 
environment of weak growth, steep borrowing 
costs and a multitude of downside risks. 

» These challenges are particularly acute for the 
poorest countries, where many sources of financ- 
ing are drying up or have become cost prohibitive, 

Climate Change 

» Reaching net zero by 2050 will require cutting 
greenhouse gas emissions by between one-fourth 
and one-half by 2030 relative to 2019. 

» However, current global commitments are esti- 
mated to reduce emissions by only about 10% by 
the end of this decade. 

igital Transition 

“yw The digital divide continues to widen. About one- 

third of the global population, or 2.6 billion people, 

„5 yemained offline in 2023. 

» ‘bout 18% of the population in EMDEs lacked 
electeicity.while only about 63% had access to the 
internet*compared with over 90% in advanced 

b Bconomies., + 

‘Trade Pragms tion 

» THe !prgliferation of trade-restricting measures, 
disruptions-to gléBal value chains and a further 

e 


| Global Economic Prospects 
[UNE 2024] 


Developing ecnorãk savillhave-to find ways 
to encourage private investment, reduce 


public debt, end improve education, health, 
and basic infrastructures 


The poorest among theme 
especially the 75 countries: 


eligible for concessional 
assistance fromthe International 
Development Association- will 
not beable. todo this witheul 
international support” 


Indermit Gilt 
Economist of the Word Banke 
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ued sound macroeco 
nomic management, 
progress with structural 
reform implementation 
and continued multilateral 
inflows and bilateral 
rollovers, which would 
boost investor confidence. 
| Way forward 
» Comprehensive Reforms: 
Decisive global and 
national policy efforts are 


weakening of the multilat- 
eral trading system could 
lead to significant welfare | 
losses globally, with © 
particularly adverse 
impacts for EMDEs. 
Lifting Human Capital 
» The pandemic brought | 
about considerable | 
disruption to schooling 
and learning and is likely 


to have a lasting 
unequal impact K? needed to meet pressing 
learninglevels. . challenges. At the global level, priorities include 
» Since 2019, the E S ue safeguarding trade, supporting green and digital 
to have risen 13 percentage hed 70%, on transitions, delivering debt relief and improving 
average, in I “fi iddle- income cointfies food security. a k 
» ikama pentas ese the sl ble » Public Investment: Scaling up public investment 
toread and underst: ge raya agelo. <i by 1% of GDP can increase the level of GDP by more 
Food Insecurity < than 1.5% over the medium term. The impact on 
» Major drivers of foot insecurity and Walnutrion d| 5 >) ae investment is also significant as it grows by 
are conflict, extreme a patterns, economic D. uch as 2% over five years. 
downturns and inequality e intensified eval Mobilization: States should improve 
inrecentyears, often occurring in tion ity to mobilize revenue from domestic 
» The rise of trade-restrictive mea a 7s yso pe constitute a more stable base than 
accentuated food insecurity exposingpeople to 2; ives. They should improve spending 
fluctuations in international food prices. ff, era sania in health, education and 
Prospects for Pakistan 
» Growth in Pakistan is expected to pick up to 2. i a , Debt ye Decisive action by the 
FY2024-25 and 2.7%in FY2025~26. pele co ty, is needed to address 
» Industrial activity and confidence are projected tom pine act avoid E nomic costs 
improve mainly due to easing import restrictions crises. Debt restructéring and relief processes 
and moderating inflation, although they remain veso far deliv 3 ttle relief. 
eee ecty as a result of tight macroeco- » Ci nes Moin, public resources 
P E policies. k F through subsidy refStriis and carbon pricing cr 
Bae ersec increase in growth assumes contin- finance public investments and social transite" 


low-emission and equitable develop™m® 

» Digital Infrastructure: Developing d» 
infrastructure can help raise invest™ 
growth and financial inclusion by enabling 
small firms and financial institutio 
access financial markets and disit“ 
payments. 

» Trade Growth: To guard against trade 
fragmentation, it is the key to restore the 
rules-based multilateral trade syste” 
mitigate the adverse effects of geopolitical 
tensions on trade networks, foster a lev"! 
playing field for international commer 
and reduce trade policy uncertainty. 8) 
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Navigating 


Anew UNEP report rings alarm bells 


2 
From the resurgence of ancient wferab63to the 
end of property insurance, fromrsola iation 
modification techniques to youthful eco“anxety, 
a new report publish€d on July 15, 2024,.by‘the 
United Nations Envii nt Programme (UN! 
and the International, il for Sdience (les) 
anticipates the world's ‘effersing challenges” 
when it comes to climate. I Potes th 
technological, geopolitical and eeonomic 
have intensified threats to ecosyste is th: 
support livelihoods. The foresig| port 
describes some of the ways in which 
for applying foresight can be built. The repbrt“ 
urges the world to address emerging challenges” 
that could disrupt planetary health. It highlights 
eight critical global shifts accelerating the triple 
planetary crisis of climate change, biodiversity 
and nature loss, and pollution. 


In its new report, the United Nations Environment 
Program (UNEP) has urged the international commu- 
nity to adopt progressive measures to contain the 
escalating threats to human and planetary health. The 
report, titled “Navigating New Horizons: A global 
foresight report on planetary health and human 
wellbeing,” has said that some of these emerging 
threats to the health of habitats and communities 
include unregulated use of artificial intelligence (Al), 
Competition for natural resources, growing inequali- 
ties and declining trust in institutions, It highlights 
the emerging concern of privatized 
environmentalism and its potential 
negative impacts on socio- 
economic inequalities, human 
rights and environmental 
stewardship. 
8 Shifts, 18 Signals of 


Change 
32-5339708 


ha 
ie 


(A 


Magazine Desk 


The report identifies 8 critical shifts with 18 potential 
signals of change. 

These signals are not inherently good or bad, but are 
early signs of potential future developments and 
could have a big impact on the future if they do 


ippen. 
idly changing relationship between humans and 
mment 

ctivities are predicted to affect over 90% of 
). Up to 46% of species may face extinction. 


atures are projected to rise to 2.1-3.9°C 
oY 


h ouse Fi lssions mainly from fossil fuels, 
areddriving thése’changes, with developed nations 
responsible for most emissions. 

‘Scarcity apd CompetitiGn for Critical Resources 
global ‘Cofmpetition @or critical resources is 
Spins internatignal se fyi Demand outpaces 
slipply, amplifying volatility“n€_ potential conflicts, 
especi; regions C2 ie reserves. 

The most Rypcament esquices, ie. water and food, 
face gro threats frem»climate change and 
unsustainable “Management, disproportionately 
affecting vulnerable populations. 

AI, digital transformation and technology 

The key drivers of rapid advancement of digital 
technologies and AI include mobile devices, internet 
access and the growth of AI that offer prospects for 
progress, their environmental implications require 
consideration. 


| There are over 8.89 billion mobile subscriptions, with 


around 5.6 billion users owning a device. As per ITU 
reports, 67.4% of the world's population were internet 


| users in 2023. 


Anew era of conflict 

The report warns that Al-based and autonomous 
weapons could cause major global disruptions in 4-6 
years without human oversight. Experts believe there 
is a high likelihood (59%) of such disruptions occur- 


ring, with ahigh ived intensity of impact. 
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Examples include the Ukrainian military using Al- 
equipped drones to strike Russian targets in the 
Russia-Ukraine war, and the risk of Al-controlled 
bioweapons. 

Mass Forced Displacement 

The report reveals that 1.5% of the global population is 
forcibly displaced; nearly double the number from a 
decade ago. 

Climate change is a major driver, with extreme 
conditions like wildfires, flooding, poor air quality, 
and intolerable heat contributing significantly. 
Africa, Central America, Pacific ds and South Asia 


face higher risks of SIGE rgy A migration and | 


r. 


displacement. By 2070, 3 billion people could live 
outside suitable climate conditions if no mitigation 
occurs and environmental migrants could be 25 
million-1 billion by 2050. 

Internally displaced persons have increased by 340% | 
in 20 years, with climate-related disasters now 
displacing more people than conflicts. 

Widening inequalities 

The report highlighted that global inequality is 
worsening, with the top 10% holding over 75% of 
wealth, while the bottom 50% own just 2%. 

Inequality within nations is driven by unequal access to | 
education, jobs and services, as well as globalization. 
Wealth inequality also leads to ecological inequities, as 
the wealthy drive climate change, while the Poor face | 


the greatest environmental harm. 
Misinformation, declining trust and polarization 
The erosion of trust in science and public institutions 
has undermined evidence-based policymaking and 
ic governance. 
nets trust, from perceived failures and ‘fake 
news', makes it harder to implement effective policies 
to address challenges like the climate crisis. 
What escalates triple planetary crisis? 
Using a medium- to long-term prospective 
approach, the study identifies eight major changes 
that are accelerating the current triple planetary 
crisis (climate change, loss of nature and biodiversity, 
pollutionand waste). 
1. Irreversible climate 
change and threats to 
health 
The world is edging ever 
closer to environmental 
change that may be 
irreversible. A vast 
system of ocean 
currents known as the 
Atlantic Meridional 
Overturning Circulation 
(AMOC) - of which the 
Gulf Stream is a part - 
represents a key 
element in climate 
Tegulation. According to 
Studies, it could collapse 
early as 2057. “At that 
sed, and the scale of 
reverberating impacts 
‘phat would ensuc 
laptation would be 
“near impossible” to 
climate change, the 
report notes. 
2. Scarcity of the mineral resources needed for thi 
transition 
The great paradox of adapting to climate change is 
that demand for minerals and rare metals, essential to 
fuelling the transition to net zero consumption, is se! 
to increase fourfold between now and 2040. The 
extraction of lithium, copper, cobalt, nickel and rare 
earths, among others, risks not only worsening 
po nand waere, butalso triggering new conflicts. 
digital transformation and 


Al and digital transformation can undoubtedly 
Bevis solutions, However, they will also impact the 
nyironment. They will mean increased demand for 
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minerals and rare earth elements, as well as water 
resources, to meet the demands of data centers, The 
use of Al in weapons systems and military applica- 
tions, and the development of synthetic biology need 
tobe examined from an environmental perspective. 


4, Anew era of conflict 
Armed conflict and violence are on the rise and 


changing. No fewer than 59 state-based conflicts 
across 34 countries were recorded over this period, 
the highest level since 1946. These conflicts degrade | 
and pollute ecosystems, thus increasing the vulnera- 
bility of affected populations. 

5. Mass forced displacement “" g 

Today, one person in 69 is forefbly displaced, almost 
twice as many as ten years EG 20 million 
people displaced in April 2024 Ù o, Conflict or 
climate change, 1.5% of the world's Population is | 
affected. The risks assgciated with this phenomenon 
include the emergenct Pi rendered. ur Abit- | 


able by climate change, 
becoming the norm. ¢ 
6.Growing inequalities 4 ay 

While the top 10% account“for more tan aS | 
quarters of total global wealth, the bottom 50% of the, | 
world population own just 2% or algo nothings 
Consequently, the top 1% and the bottom: fenerate 
the same level of emissions, 16% of totale! ie 
7.Disinformation, declining trust and pol Caps 

The report highlights the proliferation of misi a | 
tion and “fake news”. This was evident in the recent 
Covid-19 crisis, and the spread of climate-sceptic 
theories, with political repercussions in the form of 
rising populism. Another danger is “eco-anxiety, an 
emerging crisis hidden in plain sight”. This crisis is said 
to have consequences for the mental health of children 
and young people, affecting general wellbeing. 

8. Multiple centers and governance 

Governance is changing, marked by waning confidence 
in public institutions and the growing influence of 
non-state actors: NGOs, multinationals, the “super— 
rich”, mercenary companies and organized crime. 
Future Outlook and Recommendations 

Broadening stakeholder engagement; Actively 
involve a diverse range of stakeholders, including 
women, indigenous groups and young people, using 
technological and social innovations to enhance 
Public participation, combat misinformation and 
build trust. 

Stronger voice for young people: Ensure young 
People have a significant role in decision-making at all 
governance levels to achieve intra- and inter- 


Pp CORE TS} 


generational equity. 
Redefining. progress beyond GDP: Incorporate | 


Www. |worldtimes.com September 2024 


broader indicators of human and environmental well- 
being, such as the Inclusive Wealth Index and Multidi- 
mensional Vulnerability Index, to guide investments 
towards Sustainable Development Goals. 
Community empowerment: Promote agile and 
adaptive governance that empowers communities to 
experiment, innovate and share knowledge, while 
setting flexible long-term environmental goals and 
targets. 
Data-driven decision-making: Leverage data, 
monitoring and knowledge-sharing platforms to 
inform evidence-based policymaking across sectors 
and scales, enhancing environmental monitoring from 
local to global levels. 
Sustainable prosperity: Transform economies and 
societies to achieve prosperity within environmental 
limits, guided by -shared values of equity, 
sustainability and resilience, and reimagine the role of 
businesses, markets and governance to prioritise 

eople and the planet. 

clusion 


ra) 

5 

X Foresight - if done in a truly pluralistic 
maner, transcends narrow institution 

guae ates, sectors and other artificial 


Pigsa our framing of the 
“problems and the solutio! 


ter crisis" ‘e global crises are not just 
amplify accelérating but also appear to be 
synchro! cS mea triple planetary crisis of climate 
change, nature*and biodiyérsity loss, pollution and 
waste is feeding into human crises such as conflict 
for territory and resources, displacement and 
deteriorating health. 
Adopting agile and reflexive governance—with 
shorter-term, time-bound targets to enable course 
correction combined with multi-layered monitoring 
at the UN level—would significantly enhance 
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). Placing a new global emphasis on wellbeing 
metrics rather than pure economic growth will help 
the transformation needed. The future must be 
consultative, multilateral, cooperative and integrate 
the voices of traditionally marginalized groups, 
including women, youth, local communities and 
Indigenous Peoples.) 
The writer is a stude. 


ee ." my 
ne is already on thes ‘ge of what may be 


nt at the University of Narowal. 
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rospectsof publicaccess to such proceedings. 
What are the punishments under a court martial? 
if the offence is proven against the accused, a compe- 
tent authority determines the punishment based on 
the officer's rank. The nature of the crime determines 
the type of punishment an officer may receive in the 
Field of General Court Martial, These punishments can 
range from demotion and loss of privileges to impris- 
onment with hard labour or even the death penalty. 
Other possible punishments include dismissal from 


service, demotion, forfeiture of pay and allowances, | 


formal reprimands, hard labour, fines or confinement 
to barracks. The specific punishmgnt is determined 
based on the details of the caseahd/the discretion of 
the court. eo, 
Istherearight to appeal against thetoutt’s verdict? 
If convicted, defendants have the right®o file an 
appeal within 40 days to an army court of appeal. If, 
after going before the army court of appeal,’ défen- 
dants believe they have’ noy received EA trior 
express dissatisfaction with the proceedings, they can 
subsequently go to higher courts. ey 
‘views 


Experts’ j > 
According to military lawyer Omer Fardhk Adam hé 
army can take action against retired: 
violations of the Army Act, 1952, within six months of 
retirement as per Section 92 of the Act. Hower, for 
actions taken beyond this period, charges must firstbe 


framed in a civilian court before court martial proz gj 


ceedings can commence. 
Col Inamur Rahim, another expert in military law, 
argues that offences falling under Sections 31 and 40 
of the Army Act have been given exception to this six- 
month rule, allowing for court martial 
proceedings to be initiated regardless of 
the timeframe. 
Section 31 pertains to “mutiny and 
insubordination,” while Section 40 
covers “fraudulent offence in respect of 
Property”, 
Criticism 
The process of court martial is often 
Subjected to criticism. The foremost 
objection is that military court judges | 
are military officers who are a part of the 
executive branch and do not enjoy 
independence from the military hierar- 
chy, This fundamentally negates the 
e toa fair trial, which requires trial by 
eae independent and impartial 
Conti Well as Article 175 of the 
one ion, which guarantees the 
‘ation of the judiciary from the 
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Who is Lt. Gen. (retd) Faiz Hameed? 

Lt. Gen. (retd) Faiz Hameed served as the director 

gencral of the ISI from 2019 to 2021 and was known 

for his close ties to former prime minister Imran Khan. 

His removal from the ISI chief position in 2021 is 

believed to have resulted in the rift between Mr Khan 

and the military establishment, which culminated in 

the ex-prime minister's ousting in 2022 through a 

vote of no-confidence. 

Gen. Hameed was widely accused by the ruling 

Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) party of 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif of bringing down the 

government of his elder brother, Nawaz Sharif, in 
2017. The PML-N alleges Hameed worked with then 
opposition leader Imran Khan to plot Nawaz's ouster 
through a series of court cases, culminating in the 
Supreme Court's disqualifying of him from office in 
2017 for failing to disclose income and ordering a 
criminal investigation into his family over corruption 
‘allegations. 

Gêr. Faiz was considered one of the most powerful ISI 
chief? in Pakistan's history. Before becoming the head 
of thé épyagency, he was DG-C in the ISI, one of the 
most infly€ntial positions within the intelligence 
service, fe 

Unlikeother, Spymasters, Gen. Faiz remained in the 
headlines.as he aé; r shied away from publicity. He 
rose to global spotlight when he was seen drinking tea 
ata hotel in.Kabul, soonffter the fall of Kabul at the 
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ines 
of the Mashco Piro, an uncontacted Indigenous tribe in the remote Peruvian Amazon, were published by | 
3} international, showing dozens of the people on the banks of a river close to where logging companies have | 


been thought that only living things such as plants and algae were capable of producing oxygen via | 
is -- which requires sunlight. But four kilometres (2.5 miles) below the surface of the Pacific Ocean, where | 
‘can reach, smail mineral deposits called polymetailic nodules (strange potato-shaped metallic lumps) have | 
t recorded making so-called dark oxygen for the first time. They give off almost as much electricity as AA batteries. | 
finding has many potential implications and could even require rethinking how life first began on Earth. The | 
discovery was made in the Clarion-Clipperton Zone (CCZ), an abyssal plain stretching between Hawaii and Mexico. i 
generation in Pakistan fell by almost 2.0 per cent during the financial year ended on June 30, 2024, which also i 
saw the cost of electricity generation decreasing by 6.0 per cent. According to official data, power generation stood at | 
127,165GWh or 170,909MW compared to the 129,591 GWh or 174,170 MW produced during the previous fiscal. Power 
eneration in the country clocke |'3,460GWh or 8, O90MW in June 2024, recording a decrease of 1.9 percent YoY 
ear when power generation stood at 13,715GWh or 18,433MW. During FY24, | 
it; RLNG 7.1 per cent; coal (local) 55.1 per cent whereas power generation 
from i and RFO 51 per cent. The cost of power generation in the country | 
decreased significantly by nearly ming to Rs8.61KWh in June 2024 compared to Rs9.63KWh registered — 
inthe same period of the previous year. i 
id's richest one pefcent increased their fortunes by a total of $42 trillion over the past 
Limmeted to “historic lows”, the NGO added, warning of ‘obscene 
tose crumbs”. | 


di 5 a accounting for 9 percent of global groundwater | 
< 


~-z -d She — — 
jan a Meas ofas manyas 126 countries. 


Mariage (Amendment) Act 2024,raisingthesminitiumage 
for Christian men and women to eighteen years, © : he. National Energy Efficiency and Conservation 


duly 23: The Pakistan Navy took the command gf Combinedws|" Authority (NEECA) unveiled the much-needed energy 
Task Force 150 (CTF-150) for the 13th time. 7 conservation building code (ECBC) 2023. 

duly 23: Rear Admiral (Retd) Syed Hasan Nasir Fatwas July 24: The latast Henley Passport Index yet again ranked 
reappointed as Chairman Port Qasim Authority. r Pakistan's pass ‘One of the least powerful in the world. 
July 24; The FBR issued amended Sales Tax Act, 1990, for @| The couptryranks 100th along with Yemen and is among the 
establishing the Tax Fraud Investigation Wing-Inland four: co8hiries with the Worst passports, ahead of only 
Revenue to detect, investigate and prevent tax frauds. and 


(p80, Syria, Afghanistan. tl Libya, Nepal, Sri 
duly 24: In a bid to attract tourists and investment from he pen aie 4 a aah Ne =i 
across the world, Pakistan completely waived the visa feefor | Ko apd 7 anan y 
k . rde rt ranking: 
a 3 Juy 242 Ahsan Ai Mangi, a Grade-21 officer of 
The Tropical Rainforest Is a was posted as 

5 . © secretary Aviation DiviSton. 
Disappearing at an Alarming Rate Juy 24-1 


The federal government constituted 


lan when it comes to 


er a BER LEAT TERE NI 


Countries with the highest primary tropical forest losses, special courts to conduct trials of cases under the 
in million hectares (annual average 2021-2023) 


© 


| Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act (Peca), 2016, 
after holding consultations with Islamabad High 


f 
at f Court Chief Justice Aamer Farooq. 
| July 25: Scotland Yard decided not to investigate 
i former prime minister Nawaz Sharif, his daughter 
ge Maryam Nawaz Sharif and their colleagues after 
H $ 


allegations were made against them linking them to 
the killing of journalistArshad Sharifin Kenya. 


A - + duly 25: In line with the IMF agreement, the FBR 
~ revised its annual tax collection target downward 

g Peru © from Rs12,970 billion to Rs12,913 billion for the 

(et Porte “ © currentfiscalyear 2024-25. 

E cameroon P) @. | July 25: Secretary General of the Economic 

e iiaea 


t Cooperation Organization (ECO) Amb. Khusrav 
Noziri called on PMSS at the PM House. 


EO RETNA TA iei d 
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July 29; Fitch Ratings upgraded 
Pakistan's credit rating to CCC+, 
citing reduced external funding risks 


following a new bailout from the IMF 
July 29: TLP Vice Emir, Pir 


Zaheerul Hasan Shah, was arrested 
after being booked for inciting 
violence against Chief Justice of 


Pakistan Qazi Faez Isa. 
July 29: The ECP notified 93 


lawmakers of three provincial 


legislatures as PTI members. 
July 29: The government of 


Pakistan launched “Prime Ministers 
Program for the Elimination of 
Hepatitis C in Pakistan,” an 
ambitious program aimed at 
eliminating the Hepatitis C infection 
k a by screening 50% of the eligible 
population and treating those found infected with the virus in 
the first phase. The remaining 50% of the population will be 
screened and treated in the second phase. 


July 25: The Election Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP) notified 39 
returned MNAs as PTI lawmakers 
after the Supreme Court ordered the 
body to do so in its verdict on the 
reserved seats case. 

July 26: The federal government 
appointed Ambreen Jan as Federal 
Secretary for Information and 
Broadcasting with immediate effect. 
July 26: President Zardari 
approved the appointment of two ad. 
hoc judges — Sardar Tariq Maso@d 
and Mazhar Alam Khan Miankfel 4 


tothe Supreme Court. 
July 26: The government appointed” 


prominent British-Pakistani 
businessman Syed gb Raza as 
the Chairman Overseas 


Pakistanis ie ). 
July 27: The federal g6vernment odneo a5- AAD! . 
organised a|“ la 


joint investigation team (UITyto investigate 


INTERNATIONAL 


NELSON MANDELA 


I never lose. | either win or learn 


anti-state malicious social Media campaign: 
July 28: Pakistan sought the re-profil iling of Tacit) $27 
billion in debt and liabilities with friendlyations China, Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE to secure a 37-afonth IMP)pailout 


Sy, 29; Justice (retd) Sardar Tariq Masood and Justice 
Mazhar Alam Khan Miankhel took oath as ad hoc 


juddes ofthe SCP. 
July 30;A retired army officer, Lt. Col. Akbar Hussain, was 


package. 2 convicted and sentenced to 14 years jail through Field 
July 28: The Punjab government formally launched socio- |, eneral Court Martial (FGCM) under the Pakistan Army Act 
economic registry project to gather reliable data forplanning >| 4952— on e of inciting sedition among army 


future initiatives. “Ff 


perSofinel from discharge of duties. 


July 28: Pakistan team won three Bronze medals"in 54th, m TV and film actor Sardar Kamal died o 

International Physics Olympiad (IPhO), held in Isfahan, Iran, ee i wass8” 

July 21-28, 2024, df July 30: The Pakistan Cricket, Board (PCB) appointed 
op agar ys iS/as advisor to the PCS 


The Most Trafficked Animals, 


Share of all seizure records by species, 2015-2021 


29% @ Rhinoceros 
28% @ Pangolins 
15% @ Elephants 
5% @ Eels 

5% ® Crocodilians 

2% © Parrots and cockatoos 
2% @ Carnivores 

2% @ Turtles and tortoises 
2% @ Snakes 

2% @ Seahorses 

8% # Others 


chairn name's affairs. 

ui 7: The government categorize 
theWoutewed Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakist@A (TTP) as “Fitna al-Khawar 
According to the notification, titles such 
as ‘Mufti’ and ‘Hafiz’ will not be used fo! 
individuals associated with terroris 
organisations, while in all correspon 
dence and documents, the term “Khar 
will be written and read before the! 
names. 

July 31: Chairman FBR Amjad Zubair 
Tiwana tendered his resignation 

Aug. 01: Ismail Patel, a former informa- * 
tion secretary who served in senior 
government positions, passed away. He 
was 74. 

Aug. 01: Waseem Khatri of Pakistan 
bagged the 3rd position at the Word Cua 
Scrabble Championship played at 


Albuquerque, New Mexico, in USA. 
Aug. 01: The SCP established a Shariat 
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Appellate Bench after a lengthy period, with CJ Qazi Faez 
pi 


ing the five-member panel. 

isa nea he National Assembly passed a unanimous 

AnS ioni to condemn the assassination of Hamas political 
il Haniyeh. 

lead The Punjab Agriculture Commission was estab- 

iret to promote profitable and sustainable development in 
iture sector. 5 

the ao Naveed Ahmed Sheikh was posted as Secretary 

Alleviation Division. 
‘Aug. 02: The government announced a Rs5 million “support 


e" per family of missing persons, which would provide | 


aland financial assistance, 
peat PMSS constituted an eight'mefnber task force to 
identify and oversee the implementation C Ph reforms 
inthepowersector. Ç ’ 
Aug. 04: PMSS appointed former energy mihister of 
caretaker cabinet, Muhammad Ali, his special assistant. 
Aug. 04: Yaum-e-Shuhada-e-Police was observed»! lo pay 
homage to the unmatchéce bravery and sacrifices ofthe 
Shuhada of the police force: 


i -o 
Aug.04: Pakistan's Under-18 ns volleybaireem secured $ 


abronze medal and qualified for the World Cup” = 


‘Aug. 05: Yaum-e-Istehsal was obsrved across Pakistan,to 
show solidarity with the people of IndianMllegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJ&K). _ 
Aug. 05: PMSS constituted a high-powered aéimmittee fo" 
end-to-end digitalisation of the tax collection proces 

Aug. 05: China and Pakistan agreed to convert their coal 
plants to use local coal. 45 
Aug. 06: The Elections (Second Amendment) Bill, 2024," 
which is meant to prevent the PTI-backed MNAs joining their 
party and deprive PTI of reserved seats, was passed by the 
National Assembly and Senate. 


COUNTRIES | 
THAT MOVED THEIR = 
CAPITALS 


Ye 


Myanmar: Yangon > Naypyidaw 
Russia: St Petersburg Moscow _ 

| Pakistan: Karachi > isiamabad 
Brazil; Rio de Janeiro — Brasilia 

ry Kazakhstan; Almaty > Astana 

a Tanzania: Dar es Salaam —> Dodoma 
a I Wory Coast: Abidjan > Yamoussoukro 


_ Jom Quy BRE Soup 0332-5339708 


The International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR) 

itis a multilateral treaty that commits nations to respect the | 
civil and political rights of individuals, including the fight to | 
life, freedom of religion, freedom of speech, freedom of | 
| assembly, electoral rights and rights to due procese and a | 
| fair trial. i 
| The ICCPR is considered an important document in the 
| history of international law and human rights, forming part 
| of the International Bill of Human Rights, along with the 
| International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
| Rights and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
| Adoption: It was adopted by United Nations General 
| Assembly Resolution 2200A (XXI) on 16 December 1956 
| and entered into force on 23 March 1976 after its thirty-fifth 
| ratification. 
| Members: As of June 2024, the Covenant has 174 parties 
| and six more signatories without ratification, most notably 
| the People's Republic of China and Cuba. 


Aug. 06: PMSS approved the reappointment of Higher 
Education Commission Chairman Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed. 
Aug. 06: The Special Committee on Kashmir unanimously 
‘elected Rana Muhammad Qasim Noon as its chairman 

UG, 07: The government appointed Rashid Mahmood 
Larigrial(PAS) the new chairman of FBR. 


=> Aug. 08/Arshad Nadeem set Stadia de France ablaze by 


setting a new Olympic record on his way to winning the 

Javelin. throw gold medal — Pakistan's first ever in an 

indiyi@ual sport 77 lis second throw covered a distance of 

92.97/'metses. 

Aug. 08: WniversityOf Oxford student from Karachi Raza 

Nazar Was 3 plected Président of the graduate community 

(ick) of Oxford’ gprestigiousFrinity College, making history 

athe first Pakistani student iodo’so: 

‘Aug? 08s Lt. Gen. (retd) Muhamad Aamer was designated 

as Pakistan's new ambassador to thé UAE. 

Aug. 08: Pakistan's Shéheen Shah Afridi made history by 
L, te 


r 


ETE 


Pakistan's earns $297 million from IT 
services’ export during July 2024 
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The international Covenant on Economie, Social | 
and Cultural (Iceser) | 
it is a multilateral treaty adopted by the United Nations | 
| General Assembly (UNGA) on 16 December 1966 through | 
| GA Resolution 2200A (XXI), and came into force on 3 | 

H January 1976. It commits its parties to work toward the 
i granting of economic, social, and cultural rights to all | 
individuais including those living in Non-Self-Governing and | 
‘Trust Territories. The rights include labour rights, the tight to 
health, the right to education, and the right to an adequate 

| standard of living, 

Parties: As of February 2024, the Covenant has 172 | 


m 


parties. 


1 

i 

i 

| A further four countries, including the United States, have | 
| signed butnot ratified the Ci 

i 

i 

l 


Monitoring: The Covenant torad by the UN i 
ic, Socia le | 

becoming the first Muslim, Asian and Pakistani athlete to 

Officially launch the ney Manchester United football kit. 

Aug. 08: PMSS/appointed Fahd Haroon as+his»Special 

Assistant on Digital Medic “a 

Aug. 08: The federal Soren appoliida Dr Muhamad ~ 

Fakhr Alam irfan (PAS) thé Federal Setar, Power, a 

Division. v Fo 

Aug. 10: President Zardari directed that javelin star,Arshad 

Nadeem be awarded the Hilal-e-Imtiaz™ the second-highest 

civilian award of Pakistan. 


I Y 
Aug. 10: Sindh Governor Muhammad Karran, Khan Tessori | 
fegreegby the 


was awarded with an Honourary PhD 
Mehmood Kaat International University of Niger.» 

Aug. 10: The Punjab Assembly adopted a resolution to 
honour Arshad Nadeem for winning the gold medalat the 
Paris Olympics. f 
Aug. 11: The curtain came down on global sporting _ 
spectacular of Paris Olympics. 

Aug. 12: Former Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) Director 
General Lt. Gen. (retd) Faiz Hameed was taken into military 
custody and process of Field General Court Martial also 
initiated against him. 

Aug. 12: Mountaineer Murad Sadpara, who was leading the 
K2 cleanup expedition this year, passed away after getting 
seriously injured during his way back from Broad Peak. 

Aug. 12: WAPDA secured their first-ever championship title 
by defeating the Army in the final of the 25th Men's Parco 


The state, 
power alongside or inside the democratically elected 


However, the phrase was later used to describe the US 
under Trump's 


National Rugby Championship 2024, 
Aug. 13: The envoys of Vietnam, Maldives and Irelang 


presented their diplomatic credentials to President Zardari 
Aug, 13: The Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority (PCAA) was 
divided into three departments — PCAA, Bureau of Aircraft 
Safety Investigation (BASI) and Pakistan Airports Authority 


iota: The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) 
approved the acquisition of SadaPay Technologies Limited 
by Turkiye-based PPRHoldingAS. j 

‘Aug. 13: The two-day Regional Parliamentarians’ Meeting 
on Gender Empowerment for the Green Economy con 
cluded with a unanimous adoption of the Islamabad 
Declaration. s 

Aug. 14: President Zardari announced conferment o 
Pakistan's national awards on 105 Pakistanis and forei 
ers, in recognition of their services, excellence and sacrifi 


Pakistan reports first 7 
suspected case of Monke 


- _ es 

pectfverields. @ F 

Aug. 18: After Lt. Gen. (retd) Faiz Hameed, three ^ 
retired army officers were taken into custody by the militar 
Aug. 15: The federal cabinet approved the five-v: 
privatization programme from 2024 to 2029. 


in their res; 


g ec ene eon =- 
deep according to an American political Conspiracy theory, is a covert network of federal em, Ci 

r joyees, particular! 

those who work for the FBI and CIA, Ihat ene Ponnan figuras fromthe financial and E teeters to wel 

The term “deep state” was first used in the 1990s to refer to what was thought to be a long-standing deep state in Turkey 


, the focus was on the unsettling accuracy of “tar il if 
the rgeted killings” carried out by drones, followed by 
controversy surrounding Snowden, the former contractor for the National Security Agency whose 2013 disciosures 
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dias A apathy ancl alle 
Approximately half of Americans, according to opinion polls conducted in 2017 and 2018, believe the United States has ê 
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July 18: Shabana Mahmood, a British-Pakistani Kashmiri- 
origin Birmingham MP, was sworn in as the UK's new Lord 


Chancellor—the first Muslim woman to hold the post. 
July fô: President Emmanuel Macron accepted the 
resignation of the French government, but asked Prime 
Minister Gabriel Attal to head upa caretaker administration. 
July 16: US Senator Bob Menendez, a former US Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee Chiarman, was convicted on 
all 16 criminal counts he faced at his corruption trial. 
July 18: European Commission President Ursula von der 
Leyen wona second five-year term. æ; 
Soy 49; After an update to a product Fa by global 
cyberscurity firm CrowdStrike, compute systems were 
affected globally, grounding flights, forcing’ Somebroadcast- 
ers off air and hitting services from banking to‘healthcare 
- 


nearly across the world. QB Yq 


The Countries.Commi t 
the Most Aidtó Ukraine. 


Countries committing the maige Ukraine” 
iff ion eurOs) 


from Jan. 24, 2022 to Jun. 30, 2024 | 
a 
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The History of Atomic Bomb 

for the atomic bomb began when a German mathematician, a Jewish woman named Lize Meitner, put forward the 
a phenomenon exhibited by uranium, which had puzzled scientists for years, was really an explosion of the 
Uranium. Within two weeks after she published this calculation, the great physics laboratories of the United 
‘Ngland and Germany verified her prediction. She was banished from Germany shortly afterwards, but Hitler put all 
physicists at work on atomic bombs and atomic power at the "Keiser Wilhelm Institute” in Berlin. k 
Scientists found was that the rare form of uranium known as Uranium-235, when bombarded with low electrical 
Inthe form of neutral rays), would react by splitting some of its atoms almost squarely into two. : 
wo no atom had ever been really smashed. A few electrons or other particles had been forced out by smashing 
Used to be either X-rays or rays made of atomic particles. r 
jplit into two, as the German woman predicted, a whole new world opened for atomic power. The 
released by an atom breaking into two was thousands of times greater than the energy when just a few pieces 


tiled Started the United States and Britain on a hunt for atomic power and atomic bombs and even before the 
entered the war, all this atomic work was placed under censorship. 


July 19: The International Court of Justice ruled that Israel's 
continued presence in the occupied Palestinian territory is 
unlawful and should come to an end “as rapidly as possible”. 
July 19: US reporter Evan Gershkovich was sentenced by a 
Russian court to 16 years prison for “espionage”. 

July 19: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky became 
the first foreign leader to address the British cabinet in 
person since 1997. 

duly 19: Vietnam's ruling Communist Party chief, Nguyen 


| Phu Trong, died after holding the country's most powerful 


position for 13 years. He was 80. 
July 19: Nigeria fined Meta Platforms $220 million for 


violating consumer, data laws. 

July 19: Azerbaijan announced a $1bn Climate Finance 
Action Fund (CFAF) to invest in climate action projects in the 
developing world, to help vulnerable nations build resilience 
to climate change risks, including floods and droughts. 

July 20: Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, a Democrat 
and outspoken advocate for racial justice and minority rights, 


died at the age of 74. 
July 20: Malaysia installed a motorcycle-riding 


billionaire sultan as its new king 
July 20: Former world champion Ray Reardon, 


F the coal miner who dominated snooker in the 


Í 
1970s, died at91. 
ly 20: Papua New Guinea created the 


Word's youngest air force. 
duyn 2t Bangladesh's Supreme Court 


scrapp€g,most of the quotas on government 


jobs. 

July 21: US President Joe Biden ended his re- 
“lection ‘campaign’and Democrats endorsed 
Vea Relient Kaffala Harris to replace him as 
the party's candidate: pre first ‘black’ woman to 
(do run atthé top-of 4 mfajor-party ticket in the 
country's histoffit/s the first sitting president to 
give 5 up_his party'singmination for re-election 
sinée President Indon Johnson in March 


o> 


2 
fs 
7 


1968; 

July 22: India lifted a decades-old ban on civil 
servants being members of Hindu nationalist 
group the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
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Super-Rich Companies Exit 


Over the past two years, nine multi-billion, super-rich companies have 
significant shift in the country's economic landscape, The exits span various sect 
strategic recatibrations by global corporations. ; k E ‘ 
Pharmaceutical giant Pheer (USA) sold its manufacturing operations in Pakistan to the Lucky Group in May 2024 Jy, d 
move marks a substantial withdrawal from a market where Pfizer had a longstanding preemie, oe es 
Energy behemoth Shell (Netherlands) divested its retail business and lubricants plant to the Wafi Energy Group This sag 
underscores Shell's strategic shift as it recalibrates its global portfolio. Aes i 
Ride-hailing service Uber (USA) discontinued its operations in Pakistan, including its subsidiary 2 elie food deliver, 
business. This cessation highlights challenges in the local market, including regulatory hurdles and ales - ad oy ures $ 
French oil major Total Energies has agreed to sell its 50 percent stake in oil marketing company Tota! CO Pakistart 
Limited to global commodities trader Gunvor Group. s 

Eli Lilly (USA) ceased its manı s ing operations in pare in be 

Strategic realignments and cerns over local market conditions. k 

an (France) sold its 52.87 shareholding in Sanofi-Aventis Pakistan Lined toan oeer consortium led t 
Packages Limited in April 2023. Thi ent reflects Sanofi's broader global restructuring e' . p 
Telecommunications provider Teléttor(Norway) sold its operations to Ufone/PT ‘CL in December 2023. The move signifie: 


a strategic exit from a highly competitive. ‘et where operational challenges have persisted. 
ot sold portolo of pei ceutical brands to AGP Limited (AGP) in April 2023, marking another 


in the healthcare secto” / k 

a) sold its assets in Pakistan to Lucky Core Industries in May 2023. This transaction highlights 

the reshuffling withi lemical inc id sConomic pressures. ' 
These exits alts g A ree ay Of foreign.investment, with companies capable of further investments of 
wi 7 raise questions about Pakistan's investment climate and economia 


kistan ‘ 
divasted their assets in Pakistan, signaling 
tors, reflecting broader concerns ar 


' 


i 


expansions opting to withdi The ü Pakis 
-nolicies, posing challengesfowhe cavemen to altrartand retajn foceion direct investime: a 


(RSS) Se >y xa stian Kot Lampart - flew above 8,611-metre K2 ina 
July 23: Yemen's government and'thelran-backëd Hath’ | glid oe becoming the first in the world to fly a giicer 


rebels agreed to halt tit-for-tat banking sanétions. over mmit of the second-highest mountain. 
July 23: US Secret Service Director Kimberly Cheatle. | Ju i ealgnbian President Gustavo Petro enacted a law 
resigned. Gg 4 ‘banning. bullfighting, ending a practice that had vee 
July 23: Palestinian rivals including Hamas andeFatah |\.constitationallyre€ognized as part of the country's culture 

agreed toform a unity government at talks hosted byChinĝ. July 24 The International Olympic Committee awarded the 


July 23; In a historic }~ Winte mpics | Lake City. 

feat, two Polish 2a men, Women titles at World Juniors 

aviators > 24: Brat President Luiz Inacio Lula da Siva 
| ed Global-Alfance Agaffist Hunger and Poverty 


| Sebastian Kawa 
global éffortto.end hunger and extreme povert 
July 25: imir.Putin met Syrian preside: 
= oo a a ak cuss an“eocalaton inthe 
7,099,242 iddleEast, 9 F | 


HEE 9,954,670 Jilly’ 26: The EU announced to transfer 15 f 
EE] billion euros in proceeds from frozen Russ | 
saan assets to Ukraine. 1| 
EEE 8.596,960 July 26: Influential US Senator Marco Rut | 
L- | 8,515,770 introduced a bill in Congress, pledging to ) 
7721220 = combat China's growing influence a! 
address alleged threats from Pakistan 
HEE 2 207,263 July 27: Secretary of State Antony Blinken an 
HB 2,720,400 Chinese foreign minister Wang Yi met on th: 
= 2,724,900 Sidelines of a foreign ministers meeting of the 


Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) in Laos. 

July 27: Foreign ministers of the ASEAN 
Concluded their summit in Vientiane, the capital 


E 2,381,741 
B 2.244.858 
Mi 2166086. _-~ 
Saudi Arabia 2,149,680 ofLaos, 

= July 28: Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni 


Mexico 1,984, 
M1 254,375 signed a 3-year action plan during her official 
Indonesia 1,204,569 visit to China, 
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July 28: The United States and Japan held high-level "2+2" 
talks on enhancing already close defence collaboration 


n the two nations. 


betwef Ben Stokes hit the fastest Test ity by an England 
sman as the hosts hammered the West Indies by 10 
to win the third Test at Edgbaston and clinched a 


bats 


series whitewash. 
July 28: 
clinch their 


his ol 


country's ninth president. 


July 28: French mountaineer Benjamin Vedrines made 
history's fastest-ever ascent of K2 -40 hours, 59 minutes 


and59 seconds. 
July 29: Nicolas 
Venezuela’s presidential election. 


Sri Lanka created history by dethroning India to 
maiden Women's T20Asia Cup. 

July 28: Iran's supreme leader. ‘Ayatollah Ali Khamenei gave 
fficial endorsement of Dr Masoud Pezeshkian as the 


"1 
Maduro was dêčlafed“the winner of 


July 30: The Taliban government anni 


consular ties with swathes of Afghan nD aa 


countries, cutting off diploraats loyal to the former foreign- 
“4 


backed administration. » * J - 

July 30: Germany's highest cotirt largely | plans tos 
shrink the country’s parliament=from 733 now-to 6g0,at they 
nextelection. wr 


7 


— ET -= 


before parliament. 


severe 
fighterjets. 


July 30: Iranian reformist Masoud Pezeshkian was sworn in 


July 31: The political face of Hamas Ismail Haniyeh was 
killed in northern Tehran. 

July 31: Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
issued an order for Iran to strike Israel directly, in retaliation 
forthe assassination of Ismail Haniyeh. 

Aug. 01: The United States, Russia and a number of their 
allies freed around two dozen detainees in the biggest 
prisoner exchange since the Cold War. 

Aug. 01: Former India batsman and two-time national coach 
Anshuman Gaekwad died aged 71. 

Aug. 02: Kamala Harris virtually won the Democratic Party's 
nomination for presidential elections. 

Aug. 04: Adnan Tanriverdi, the founder of Turkey's defence 
consultancy SADAT, Ankara's secret weapon in wars across 
North Africa and the Middle East, died. 

Aug. 04: Ukraine received its first batch of US-made F-16 


Aug. 05: The US army closed its last base in Niger. 
Aug. 05: Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s 15- 


year rule ended as she fled to India and the military 


“announced it would forman interim government. 
g. 05: Former England batsman and coach Graham 


ey died at the age of 55. 


z 


1. The biggest human-made threat 
tothe ozone layeris: Nitrous oxide 
2. The 35th President of the United 
States was: John F. Kennedy 

3. European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen is from: 
Germany 

4. The International Moon Day is 
celebrated on: July 20 

5. Loralai is a district in: 
Balochistan 

6. Alexander Lukashenko is the 
Presidentof: Belarus 

7. The real name of renowned poet 
Saghar Siddiqui was; Muhammad 
Akhtar 


8. The highest UN body for hearing 
¢{sputes between statesis: ICJ 

.The current president of the ICJ in 
he Hagueis: Nawaf Salam 
roe The CEO and president of 
Mo vdStrikeis: George Kurtz 

: Adabiyaat is an Urdu literary 
one Published quarterly by: 
12 Huan Academy of Letters 
a reida portis in: Yemen 

+ he oldest US president ever 
ee Joe Biden 

i incumbent Bankin 
Mohtasip (Ombudsman) Pakistan 
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IS 


h- 
is: Sfajuddin Aziz 
is: in onde ay g 


15. International 
eee m, 10. 

16. The “international Chess 
Federation was est lished of July 
20, 1924, in: Paris ps i 
417. The Anglo-Persian undary” 
Commission was apt inted in: 
1895 Ca 
48. The current Federal Ministep for 
Religious Affairs and Interfaith, 
Harmony is: Chaudhry Saliky 
Hussain 

49. Salt Lake City is the capital and 
largest city ofthe US State of: Utah 
20. Pakistan first participated at the 
Olympic Games in: 1948 

21. Pakistan's first ever participation 
in the Winter Olympic Games was at 
Vancouver in: 2010 

22. The incumbent Chairman of the 
Human Rights Commission of 
Pakistanis: Asad Iqbal Butt 

23. The Indus Delta is located in the 
districts of Thatta, Sujawal, Badin 
and: Karachi 

24. Pakistan's last medal at the 
Olympics was in: 1992 Barcelona 
Games 

25. Pakistan's first participation in 


a shooting events at Olympics was in 


“Helsinki in: 1952 


"26. Pakistan's homegrown alterna- 


tive to WhatsApp is named: Beep 
Pakistan 
27. World-famous poet Mirza 
DAsadullah, Khan Ghalib died in: 
1869. IA, 
(wr. Hépatitis Day is observed 
everyyearon: July 28 
29. rrent Secretary-General 
of Commonwealth is: Patricia 
Scotland KC 
30. Anthony Albanese is the Prime 
Minister of: Australia 
31. Death Valley is a desert area 
located in US states of California 
and: Nevada 
32. Khaan Quest is an annual 
multinational military exercise 
hosted by; Mongolia 
33. The United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea was adopted 
in; 1982 
34. Monrovia is the capital and 
largest city of: Liberia 
35. Yellowstone National Park in the 
United States, the first national park 
in the world, was established in: 
1872 
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Aug. 06: Hamas named Gaza 
Strip chief Yahya Sinwar as its 
‘New political leader. 

Aug. 06: Kamala Harris picked 
the Minnesota governor Tim 
Walz as her running mate. 

Aug. 06: The Bangladeshi 
president dissolved the national 
Parliament. 

Aug. 06; Asif Merchant, a 
Pakistani man with alleged ties 
to Iran, was charged in the US in 
connection with a foiled plot to 
assassinate a US politician or 
government officials. 

Aug. 07: Thailand's most 
popular politician Pita 
Limjaroenrat was banned from 
Politics for 10 years and his party 
dissolved. Sa 

Aug. 07: Afghanistansintema- 
tional Ihsanullah Jannat’ was 
banned from all forms of etic 
for 5 years for match-fixing. A 


36. The SDR is an international 
reserve asset created by the IMF in: 


1969 

37. Pakistan has participated in 24 
IMF programs since signing its first 
agreementin: 1958 

38. The current Chairman of the 
Pakistan Telecommunication 
Authority is: Maj. Gen. Hafeezur 
Rehman 

39, The International Tennis Hall of 
Fame is located in: Newport, 
Rhode Island 

40, When the United States 
dropped first atomic bomb on 
Hiroshima, Japan, the US war 
secretary was: Henry L Stimson 
41. Minto-Morley Reforms, which 
introduced for the first time a 
separate electorate for Muslims, 
were introduced in: 1909 

42. The reforms that granted Indian 
men the right to vote provided they 
owned property, had taxable 
income and paid land revenue of 
Rs. 3000 were: Montagu 
Chelmsford Reforms of 1919 

43. The Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) was established in: 1969 
44. Monsoon in Pakistan comes 


fo) x 
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Africa home to world’s youngest populations 
List of countries* by median age, categorised by region 


(Europe D | 


Bow j} 


19767 ` = 
46. W Hasina fits! 


Awami League, 

1996 A f J Ne 
47. Sheikh Rahman 
assassinated in py cot 
1975 í 
48. His Majesty King = py i 
is the monarch of: Mor« 

49. The person who si 


General of Pakistan was: Khawaja 
Nazimuddin 

50. The Zarai Taraqiyati Bank was 
established in: 1961 

51. The US and the USSR signed 
the Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty in: 
1963 
52. Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak 
founded Apple Computers in: 1976 
53. Bill Gates and Paul Allen 
founded Microsoft in: 1975 

54. The World Wide Web was 
commercialized in: 1994 

55, The Grameen Bank won Nobel 


Quaid-i-Azam as cele) 


Indigenous Peoples is observed on: 


“h August9 


14 
g oilis: Saudi Arabia 
in: current Chairman of the 
Islamic Ideology (Cll) is 
l; ib Hussain Naear 
a h recipient of Nishan 
A 


57. The world's largest exporter of 

e 

di as: Major Tula 
jad Shaheed 

aMasjid-i-Nabvi Imam who 

re tly pvisited Pakistan is: 

Salahbin Mohammad Al-8ud 

61. Google acquired YouTube ir 

2006 

62, Dr. Ruth Pfau dedicated her life 

to eradicating: Leprosy 

63. Wazir Mansion is the birthplace 

of: Quaid-i-Azam 

64. Pakistan's first individual mede 

(bronze) was won by wrestle 

Mohammad Bashir at the Rome 

Olympics of: 1960 

65. The Chashma Lift Bank Canal is 

@ crucial irrigation project in 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

66. The Gulf that separates Saudi 

Arabia from Egypt and Israel is 

Gulf of Aqaba 

67. The world's largest contiguous 
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Aug. 08: Israel revoked the diplomatic status of Norway's | 
envoys to the Palestinian Authority accusing Oslo of “anti- 


Israel behaviour" during the Gaza war. 
‘Aug. 08: Advanced American F-22 stealth warplanes 


rived in the Middle East. 
rey 08: Nobel Peace laureate Muhammad Yunus took 


charge of Bangladesh's caretaker government. 
Aug. be pound signed a deal with the United States to buy 


indreds of air-to-air missiles. 
wo 40: Tech pioneer and former YouTube chief Susan 


Wojcicki, who played an instrumental role in the rise of | 


Google, died at the age of 56. 
Aug. oh Rwanda's all-powerful President Paul Kagame was 


swom in for a fourth term. p 

Aug. 11: Iranian President Masda Fafostwian presented 
his cabinet to parliament notably in iga a woman and a 
Westem-friendly diplomat as the countsy síforeign minister, 
Abbas Araghchi, a 61-year-old CaresrePdiay gho, has led 

if ttiations since 2013. r 
prey pr former fareign minister Javad, Zarif, who 
negotiated a landmark 2015 nuclear deal with major world 
powers, resigned from his as vi ident ™ 7 < 
Aug. 1 2: Spain's ruling Socialists ce control. of | 
Catalonia’s regional government, JA œ y 
z PLD -7 
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Aug. 12: The United States announ. 
ens weapons to SaudiArabia. 
ug. lational Security Minister Itas i 

with thousands of Jews at the. Al-Aqsa p aaen ead 
annexed aast Jerusalem, defying a ban on Jewish prayor it 
the flashpoint site and drawing global condemnation ied 
Aug. 14: Nepals parliament approved long-delayed 
amendments to the transitional justice act aimed at address- 
ing war crimes committed during the country’s Maoist 
insurgency. 
Aug. 14: Thailand's Constitutional Court sacked Prime 
Minister Srettha Thavisin, branding him dishonest in a ruling 
inan ethics case. 
Aug. 14: Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 
announced he would step down next month and would not 
seek re-election as party chief. 
Aug. 14: The World Health Organization deciared 
monkeypox a global public health emergency. 
Aug. 15: Turkiye agreed a military ‘cooperation pact with Iraq 
that will see joint training and command centres against 
Kurdish separatists. 

„Aug. 15: The president of New York's Columbia University 

Minouche Shafik resigned. 


iced to resume sales of 


ic N 186,282 miles per second 
B41. Scientists detected gravitational 
inim: 9407 ves for the very first time in: 2015 
DB Aieiaia are formed through 
tectgnic forces, erosion or: Volca- 
ism 


Roosevelt on: August 14, 
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the Escondida located mK 3, The, _Airst.complete census of 
Chile L. _jitdia was cted in 1830 by: 
81. The Rajaji Fé was Wal 

proposed by C. Rajagopal pn 94. | third highest mountain in 
1944 the Coat “Kangchenjunga 

82. The British government sei “= 5. The, id's only country whose 
Cabinet Mission to India to negot Fw flagis EE airi. Nepal 


ate the terms of Independence in: 
1946 

83. The Mountbatten Plan was 
announced on: June 3, 1947 

64. The British Parliament passed 
the Indian Independence Act on: 
July 5, 1947 

85. One gigabyte is equal to: 1,024 


Bo. Liravethe cu of: 
e rrency of: Turkiye 
87. Sansad is the parliament of: 


India 

88. Sansada Bhavana is the name 
ofthe parliament house of: india 
89. Gravitational waves travel at the 
speedof: Light 

90. The speed of light is around: 


96. Pakistan Chronicle has been 
written by: Dr Aqee! Abbas Jafri 
97. The world's longest street, 
Yonge Street, is locatedin: Canada 
98. The Convention on Wetlands of 
International Importance, more 
commonly known as the Ramsar 
Convention, was adopted in the 
Iranian city of Ramsar in: 1971 

99, Mpox is a viral illness caused by 
the monkeypox virus, a species of 
the genus: Orthopoxvirus p 
100. India's operation to recruit, 
train, arm, equip, supply and advise 
Mukti Bahini fighters was named: 


Operation Jackpot 
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MCQs / NATIONAL 


1. Sindh Agriculture University is 
located in 3 

(a) Larkana (b) Jamshoro 

(c) TandoJam (d) Hyderabad 


2. On July 19, the Counterterrorism 
Department arrested an 
alleged militant and senior Al-Qaeda 
leader Dr Aminul Haq. 

(a) Sindh (b) KP 

(c) Punjab (d) Balochistan 


3. On July 19, the Ministry of Climate 
Change and paxion 
Coordina! and the governmei 

— agreed to enhance 
ration to address climate 
change and environmental issues in> 


Pakistan. 
(a) Japan (b) United Kingdom 
(c) USA (d) China 


4. On July 19, Pakistâni U17 Boys 
Quadruple Scull team securgd 


medals at the 120th Mienna 
International Rowing Regatta 2024. 


(a) Bronze (b) Silver _ 

(c) Gold (d) None ofthése 

5. On July 20, the federal government 
appointed ——— as Federal 


Secretary National Security Division. 
(a) Bushra Aman (b) Khalid Javed 
(c) Waqas Akram (d) None ofthese 


6. On July 22, the federal government 
extended the period of stay of 
registered Afghan refugees living 


across the country by 
(a)Sixmonths (b) One year 
(c)Twoyears (d) None of these 


7. The minimum marrying age for 
Christian men and women in Pakistan 
is 


(a) 16years (b) 18years 
(c) 20 years (d)21 years 


8. On July 23, the Pakistan Navy took 
the command of Combined Task 


Force150forthe___ time. 
(a) 11th (b) 12th 
(c) 13th (d) None ofthese 


9. On July 23, Rear Admiral (Retd) 
Syed Ha Nasir Shah was 


reappointed Port Qasim 
Authority. 

(a) President (b) Director General 
(c) Chairman (d) None of these 
10, On July 24, Pakistan completely 
waived the vis for the citizens of 
as many as. countries. 

(a) 120 (b) 126 

(c) 139 (d) None of these 


11. On the National Energy 


momma | 26m reese nares 
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A 


and Conservation 
Efficiency ae THOR 


needed energy con 
code (ECBC) 2023. 
(a) July 24 (b) July 26 
(c) July 28 (d) July 30 


12. On the latest Henley Passport 
Index, Pakistan's passport has been 
ranked at 100th position along with 


(a) Yemen 
(c) North Korea 


(b) Sudan 
(d) Iran 


43. The current Chief Justice of 
Islamabad High Courtis. . 
(a) Justice Aamer Farooq P 
(b) Justice Mohsin Akhtar Kayani 
Justice Miangul Hassan Aurangzeb 


ice Tariq Mehmood Jahangi 
14, On.July 25, the FBR revised its 
annual tax collection target 
downWard-from Rs12,970 bn to. 
Pa) currentfiscal year 2024-25. 


$12,943 Bnb) RS12,913 bn 
(c}Rs 148970 bn (9) Rs11,913 bn 


Pakistani Major Sania Safdar 
makes history with UN gender 
Equality Award 


F 
15. On July 26, the 
government appointed 
Federal Secretary for Information, 
Broadcasting with immediate effect 
(a)QamarRaza (b) Ambreen Jan 
(c)Aima Javed (d) None ofthese 


16. The Chairman of the Overseas 
Pakistanis Foundationis____, 

(a) Ishaq Dar (b) Farooq Sattar 
(c) Qamar Raza (d) Anwaarul Haq 


17. On July 28, Pakistan team won 
bronze medals in 54th 
International Physics Olympiad. 

(a) Two (b) Three 

(c) Four 


18. On the government of 
Pakistan launched “Prime Minister's 
Program for the Elimination of 
Hepatitis C in Pakistan”, 


(d) None of these 


(retd) Mazhar Alam Khan Miankhe 
took oath as ad hoc judges of the scp 
(a) Justice (r) jaz-ul-Ahsan 

(b) Justice (r) Sardar Tariq Masoog 
(c) Justice (r) Khilji Arif Hussain 

(d) None of these 


20. The Pakistan Army Act was 
enacted in 


(a) 1948 (b) 1952 
(c) 1964 (d) 1970 
21. On , renowned stage, Ty 


and film actor Sardar Kamal died at 
58. 

(a) July 30 
(c) Aug. 1 


22. The government categorized the 


(b) July 31 
(d) None of these 


outlawed TTP on as “Fitna al- 
Khawarij”. 

(a) July 31 (b) Aug. 1 

(c) Aug. 2 (d) None of these 


23. On Aug. 01, Waseem Khatri of 
Pakistan bagged Position at 
the Word Scrabble Championship. 
(a) First (b) Second 

(c) Third (d) None of these 


24. The Punjab Agriculture 
Commission was established on 
(@)Aug. 02, 2022 (b) Aug. 02, 2023 
*(c) Aug. 02, 2024 (d) None of these 


25. On Aug. 04, PM Shehbaz Sharit 
appointed former Minister of 
caretaker cabinet Muhammad Ali his 


speci ea 

(a)ComMerce, (b) Energy 
(o) Interior y (d) Foreign 
26, Yaum-e: 


hada-e-Police to pay 
ho to the unmatched bravery 
a 8 of the Shuhada of the 
police force was observed on 

(a) Aug. (b) Aug. 4 

(c) Aug. 5 (d) Aug. 6 


27. Yaum-e-Istehsal to show solidarity 


with the people of lOU&K is observed 
on 


(a) Aug. 5 (b) Aug. 6 
(c) Aug. 7 (d) Aug. 8 


28. On Aug. 06, PM Shehbaz Sharif 
approved the reappointment of 


Higher Education Commission 
Chairman 


(a) Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed 
(b) Dr. NizamAli Malik 
(c) Dr. Raghib Naeemi 
(d) Dr. ArshadAli Ahmed 


(a) July 26 (b) July 27 29. The incumbent chairman of the 

(c) July 28 (d) July 29 Special Committee on Kashmir is 

19. On July 29, and Justice (a) Maulana Asad Mehmood 
www.jworldtimes.com epte 0; 
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(b) Rana Muhammad Qasim Noon 
(c) Khurshid Shah 
(d) Qadir: Mandokhel 


30. On Aug. 07, the government 
appointed ____ as the new 
chairman of FBR. 

(a) Syed Taugir Shah 

(b) Zubair Ahmad Tiwana 

(c) Rashid Mahmood Langrial 
(d)Arshad Mahmood Mohmand 


314. On , Arshad Nadeem won 
Pakistan's first ever gold in an 
individual sportin Olympics. 

(a)Aug. 8 (b)Aug. 9 

(c)Aug. 10 
32. Arshad Nadeem’s Olympic record 
throw covered a distance of 
(a) 92.97m (b)91.97m 
(c)90.89m (d)89.54m 


33. On Aug. 08, University ef Oxford 
student from Karachi * = was 
elected President of the graduate 
community of Oxford's prestigious 
Trinity College. ó 
(a)RazaHaroon (b) Saad Baloch» 

(c)RazaNazar (d) None of these 


34. On Aug. 08, Lt. Gen. (retd) 
Muhammad Aamer was designated to 
be Pakistan's new ambassador to the 


@uK (b) UAE 
(c)US (d) EU 


35. On Aug. 08, PM Shehbaz Sharif 
appointed Fahd Haroon as his Special 
Assistanton n 

(a) Climate change (b) Energy 

(c) DigitalMedia (d)None ofthese 


36. On Aug. 10, President Zardari 
directed that javelin star Arshad 
Nadeem be awarded . 

(a) Nishan-e-Imtiaz (6) Hilal-e-Imtiaz 

(€) Sitara-e-Imtiaz (d) None of these 


37. The second-hi; hest civilian aw 
of Pakistan is 5 s giia 


(a) Nishan-e-Imtiaz (b) Hilal-e-Imtiaz 
(c) Sitara-e-imtiaz (d) None of these 
pepe! fe 12 ; Secured their 

. r National R 
Championship titie, TX 
(a) WAPDA (b) Pak. 


(c)PakNawy (d) Sindh 


(b) Aug. 13 
(d) None of these. 


40. On Aug. 15, the federal cabinet 


(d) None of these Ky 


g On Julye 19,5 > 
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(b) Four 
(d) None ofthese 


INTERNATION. 


1. The first Muslim woman to be 
appointed as the United Kingdom's 
Lord Chancellor is A 

(a) Shabana Mahmood 

(b) Naushabah Khan 

(c) Apsana Begum (d) None of these 


(a) Three 
(c) Five 


2. On July 18, European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen won a 


five-year term. 
Sora i (b) Third 


(6) Fou (d) None of these 

3. On œ the ICJ ruled that 
Israel's Continued presence in the 
occupied’ Palestinian territory is 
unlawful. ST 

(a)July17 4b)duly 18 

(c) July 19% (d)Jujy20 


Gen, J ruling 
CemmunistiParty chief, Niguyen Phu 
“Trong, died. =» A 

(a) Cambodia's, {b} Mongolia's $ 


(c) fetamis > {d) None ofthese 

5. on Says, fined Meta’ 
Platforms’ $2 million Yer violating 
consumer, Js >» 

(a) France b) Greece. b 
(c) Nigeria (d) Kenya Ó » 
6. On July 19, ___® 

$1bn Climate inane Fund to. 
invest in climate action prilaga inthe 
developing world. E 

(a) UAE (b) Tajikistan’ “fs 
(c) Azerbaijan (d) UNEP 74 


(c) Latvia (d) Nepal 


8. US President Joe Biden ended his 
re-election campaign on 


(a) July 20 (b) July27 

(c) July 22 (d) July24 

9. On , India lifted a decades- 
old ban on civil servants being 
members of the RSS. 

(a) July 22 (b) July 24 

(e) July 26 (d) None of these 


10. On July 23, Palestinian rivals 
including Hamas and Fatah agreed to 
form a unity government at talks 
hosted by, P 

(a) Qatar (b) China 

(c) Egypt (d) Russia 


11. On July 24, the International 
Olympic Committee awarded the 2034 
Winter Olympics to 5 

(a) Tokyo (B) Rome 

(c) SaltLake City (d) Shanghai 


12. On July 24, President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva launched Global 
Alliance Against Hunger and Poverty. 
(a) Italian (b) Argentinian 

(c) Brazilian (d) Canadian 


13. On July 27, foreign ministers of the 

Southeast Asian regional bloc ASEAN 

concluded their summit in Vientiane, 
Í the capital of. ë 

(afLaos 
4, &)Belgium 


14. Pig 28, the United States and 
held high-level “2+2” talks on 


(b) Vietnam 
(d) Indonesia 


ounced a, @enhancing’ already close defence 


collaboration “between the two 


7. On July 20, created WÍ. PY, dethroning india ‘to clinch their 


world’s youngest air force, 
(a) Papua New Guinea 
(b) Iceland 


Official languages: Persian 


theocratic Islamic republic 


the south and the Caspian Sea 
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ohn and largest city: Tehran 
Government: Unitary Khomeinist presidential 


Bordering Countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, and 
Turkmenistan to the north. Afghanistan and Pakistan to the 
east, Iraq to the west, Turkey to the northwest. 

Maritime Border: Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman to 


(a) tidia 7 Av) Japan 

(c)A\ ema (d) Canada 

15. Ondilly 2%, created history 
laiden Women's T20 Asia Cup. 

(a) Pakistan (b) SriLanka 

(c) UAE (d) Bangladesh 


IRA 


to the North. 
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24. On Aug, 06, Hamas named Gaza 
Strip chief as its new political 
leader. 

(b) Omar Hassan 
(c) Khalil al-Hayya (d) None of these 


25. On Aug. 6, Kamala Harris picked 


the governor Tim Walz as her 
running mate. 

A (b) Philadelphia 
(c) California (d) New Jersey 


26. On Aug. 08, Israel revoked the 
diplomatic status of envoys to 
the Palestinian Authori 


am Á i : 
A i (cjaustalas (a) Noneotthese 
6" SEPTEMBER 27. On —_._\Nobe| Feeselialiet 


Muhammad Yunus took charge of 
Bangladesh's caretaker government. 
(a)Aug. 6 (b) A 


DEFENCE DAY 


(g)Aug. 10 (d) Aug. 12 
16. Dr Masoud Pezeshkian is the “2m, Aug. 11, all-powerful 
president of Iran. President Paul Kagame was sworn in 
yigit for afourthterm. 
(c) 12th (d)Noneof these da) Venezuela's (b) Niger's 
17. On July 28, uuntaineer _ ClP) Rwanda's —. (d)Mali's 


Benjamin Vedrines made hisfory's 
fastest-ever ascent of K2 - 19-hotrs, 
59 minutes and 59 seconds. 
(a) Belgian (b) Latvian 
c (d) German 


18. On July 29, Nicolas Maduro was 
declared the winner of 
presidential election. 


(a) Argentina's (b) Venezuela's 
(c) Vietnam's (d) None of thes 
19. On July 30, highest court 


largely approved plans to shrink the 
country’s parliament — from 733 now 
to 630 at the next election. 

(a) France's (c) G 

(b) Italy's (d) UK's 


20. The political face of Hamas Ismail 
Haniyeh was killed in northern Tehran 


on 5 
(a) July 29 (b) July 30 
(c) July 3 (d) Aug. 1 
21. On Aug. 04, received its 
first batch of US: F-16 fighter 
(b) Sweden 
(d) Azerbaijan 
22. On Aug. 05, the US army closed its 
nee $ x POLICE RAHIM YAR KHAN 
(a) Nigeria (b) Niger 
(c) Mali (d) None ofthese 
23. Bangladeshi Prime Minister 29. On Aug. 12, Spain's ruling 
Sheikh Hasii 15-year rule ended as Socialists regained control of 
she fied toIndia on 4 wea 


regional government, ending ovi 
decade of separatist rule in 
region. 

(a) Basque's 


(a) Aug. 2 
(c) Aug. 5 


(by Aug. 3 
(d) Aug.6 
(b) Galicia's 
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(d) None of these 


30. On Aug. 12, the United g 
announced to resume sales 
offensive weapons to . E 
(a) Qatar (b) Turkiye 

(c) SaudiArabla (4) Lebanon 


31. On Aug. 14, Constitut 
Court sacked Prime Minister Srettha 
Thavisin, branding him dishonest in 
rulingin anethics case, a 
(a) (b) Vietnam's 

(d) Noneofthese 


32. On ___, the World 
Organization declared moni 


(c) Laos's 


global public healthemergency. 7 
(a) Aug. 13 (b) Aug. 14 
(c) Aug. 15 (d) None of these 


33. On Aug. 15, Turkiye agreed to a 
military cooperation pact with 

that will see joint training and 
command centres against Kurdish 
separatists. 


(a) Iraq (b) Syria 

(c) Lebanon (d) None of these. 
34. On Aug. 15, won the 
European Super Cup. 

(a)Man. United (b) Real Madrid 

(c) Man. City (d) Chelsea 


35. NASA's Transiting Exoplanet 
Survey Satellite was launched in 


(Apriz016 (b) April2017 
(c)April2018 () April2020 


| 36.-Solar minima and maxima are the 
extremes of the Sun’s . 


|7- Planet that orbit other stars and 
i fd beyond our solar system are 


igre (b) Dwar planets 
(c) Exo} jdnets (d) Noneofthese 


38. are formed when a 
massive star collapses at the end of 


its life. 
(a) Galaxies (b) Exoplanets 
(c) Blackholes (d) None ofthese 


39. Hypothetical tructures built 
around a star piece its entire 
energy output are called__- 

(a) Newton spheres (b) Dyson spheres 
(c) Galileo spheres (d) None ofthes® 


40. The UN Convention against Ill 
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs ® 
Psychotropic Substances WaS 


adopted in 5 
(a) 1986 (b) 1987 
(c) 1988 (d) 1990 © 
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